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Newcaſtle, 
With the Aldermen, Sheriff} 


\ .. Common Counce!, and thereſt 
| of that famous Corporation. 


Honoured and Beloeyed, + 
c pl 2% \ . . = 
._ Rpt T 1 rot any vain deſire 10 ape | 
SI EED.. pear 7 Print that 1 preſent | 

SI LC 10u with theſe Sheets, but 
CY) | 2 | 

SI theſe two reaſons have preſt 
| . methereunts,.. | 

Firſt, becagſe I: cannt now preach 10 
Jour 64rs, 1would leave ſomething before | 
| A 3 TULS 


IRE 
an C ». 0 
I, 
o ” 


your eyes that might alba up your ſpirits 
10 4 holy remembrance of mhat yu _ 


Eh Hertha forcarefulandebſeruey 


roprint with. more,"e 


ey tings the C4r5 beſþ abs > 4 


reading a man may dwell on a netion until 


he hath ſuckt the ſpirits of it, and yet net 


loſe the next, which in hearing tis hazard- 
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wy Sr jail by Mats, bro { 
c vs, os _—_ ted this work to ons a 


charatty and 1 Pimony of my deep ſenſe 
1 have of \yowrigreat favours ro me; you 
hive nurſed me 44 4 Parent his child : 

Now what have 1 to preſent you with but 
even this ſpiritual mite, whish ts jeconded 
with many deſires for your eternal welfare; 
© end this. 1 mnlft ſay, that 11 beet 
* ore reſpetts have been ſhowtrby 


and: wort hy Preachers among them, than 
you have ſhewn'to me, unworthy me. Thas 
7 1. hive given; Jon aJbirs aFcownt of what 
moved 


"bi FHETREY 
»y Cor- # 
"Doretion in England fo the 4 grave | 
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8 moved meto this enterprize; F-hope it will 


* 
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be candidly mierpreted amang 
I have only one thing 16 adde (which all 

: the Nation may take notice of and wonder) 
! concerning your happint (1, that theſe nie 
Mears, when all.the Nation have been in a 
puzzle about errors, ſetts, and ſchiſmes, 
even almo#t tobloud, you have ſate as ina 


+ Paradiſe ,nodiſturbances in your Pulpits,no 


. 


' railings or diſputings, Presbyterians and 
' Independents preaching 1# the ſame place, 
| faſting and praying together, in heavenly 

harmony, expri([ing nothing but kindneſs 
| to each other, in their meetings ready t0 
' help each other ;, and as for the errears of 


1 the times that have difturbed ſo many 


__—_— RY" 


Towns in England , tt may be ſaid of 
' Newcaſtle as of tretand, rhe Aire is ſo 
' pare no ſuch Tenemons creature can live 
' there, and this hath been threuth the 
' power of the Goſpel, and yur careful Go- 


Now the Lord make you reach after 
immortality, take heed of this evil world, 


Oh that you may further prize and profit 
| by that precious Goſpel which ſhines among 
A 4 Jeu 


"gow; and way this little Treatiſe adde one 
cubit to your ſtature in graces how will i; | 
rejoyee the ſoul of Lim, who 6 af 


- ., From my ſick . Yours to ſerve you ini 
Chamber in Ax- Y ur Foo " 


yard in Kizgſreet the Golpeli,if ever God? 
in Weſtminfier, recover my ſtrength, 


Carbbert Syaenham, 1 | 
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= ſtery of Godlinefſe, Opened 
4 in ſeveral Sermons, 


SERMON TI, 
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i Fa 3. 16. 


341d without controverſie great is the Myſtery 
EZ of Godlineſſe, which is, God manifeſted in the 
* -fliſh, juſtified i2 the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, beleeved on in the 
world, and received up into glory. 


g_ 


©4 He Apoſile in this Chapter ſutes his 
Exhortation to the divers ' Offices 


he. 3 MS inthe Church, and laie< 2own their 
= _ JO qualifications who fhall 
©be fit for ſuch places. God never calls any to 


& places but he fits them, and he would haveus 
look to whom he hath qualified. It is not 
enough-thatimen have publick-yote for publick 

B placcs, 
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7 | places,but they muſt have ſutable endowments, f p 
/a Biſhop that is a Paſtour muſt be blameleſſc ; 
/ v-. 2. So he thatthinks to a& for God.muli 
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2 The Greatneſſe of the 


have qualifcations from God 3; Gods Call 
hath ever his bleſhng and aſſifiance. Now that 


Timothy might take ſpecial notice of this, he . 
tels him that he writ theſe things ' on purpoſe _ 


that he might know how to behave himſelf 


in the Church, which he calls the houſe of , 
' God, and the pillar and ground of truzh, ver. -: 
-- 15. that is that which holds forth truth as +4 


£B 
"3: 
F 


the pillar doth the light that is ſet on it ; The | 


 Apofile laies the weight of hie work, and all : 


the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and heightens 
their Calling froin the prectouſneſſe of the 


truth that is tobe maniteſt by them; and at 


Laft breakes forth into the great truths which 
they are to manifeſt, which are undeniably 
the great myſtery of Godlineſſe in the world. 


- God was manifeſt in fleſh, & Cc. 
So that this is the ſum of all : paſtors, and ; 


Teachers, and Elders, and all Ofticers of the 
Church, had need be men peculiarly qualified, 
that they may bchave themſelves as becomes 
them in the Church 3 for that is as a Pillar of 


truth, and the great Myſtery of Godlinefle 3: 
opened among them,” they are to hold forth 
that Godlinefſe which isa great Myſtery. And ? 
It is as much aS'it he had faid, Timothy, I w_ *c 
cle oF 


be 
Þf 
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F chele things to thee, and all the Miniſters of 


the Goſpel, that they look to themſelves 3 


+ for a great -charge is committed to them, to 
> beas pillars in Geds houſe, and to cary forth 
=the greateſt myſtery in the heaven and earth, 
' "that upon which depcnds the great weight of 
_ "Salvation. Oh, iftheſe that are to diſpenſe 


\the Goſpel, did but know their work, {what a 


-.glorious and great Diſpenſation ts committed 
to them, how would they labour to behave 
*them(clves in that great charge ? 


Here be many things obſervable in the 


words. 


I» The Preface, or Porch. 
2, The Fabrick it ſelf. 
In the Preface is 1. The manner of his 
'fpcech, and that twofold : firſt, the affecion 
he ſpeakes it with, he is ſo asa mann rapture 
that ſpeakes in pure ſentences, without Cons 
F#roverſie, &c. He breakes off as it were from 
'all that he had formerly ſpoken, and fits down 
and wonders at the-greatneſle of that Myſtery 
awhich the Goſpel held forth. 
2, That he ſpeaks of its Godlineſle. 
{ 3. Thedelcription he gives it, he calls it a 


* Myficry, and that with this Adjunct, that it 
; 24as a great Myſtery. | 


4+ The confidence he ſpeakes it in, without 


4 ontroverſie, 040N0YSUEVOS, m#anifeſte, ex Con 
7 | B 2 eſſa, 


FA The Greatneſſe of the = 
feſſo, without doubt or queſtion it is ſo nong ** 
that ever knew God, or ever felt the power of 

it, but ſaid it was a great mylery, 

Then ſecondly, you have this Myſtery un+ 
folded, and cleared up in theſe feverall parti» - 
culars of it, which -he deduceth to thife fix 
heads : | 

God manifeſted in the fleſh. 5 
Juſtitied in the ſpirit, " 

- Secnot Angels. | 

» Preached nnto the Gentiles. 
Beleeved on in the World. 
Received up into Glory. * 

So that here is: Truth, ' and that truth is ' | 
Godlincfſe, and that godlineſſe is a great - | 
Myſtery, and all that is laid out in various.- * 
manifeſtations of God. Here are many glori- | 
- Ous caings to be infiſted on 3 all Divinity cotn- < 
' prehendzd in theſe few lines, the very marrow - 1 
and pith, the foundation and fountain of all _ , 
that we need to know, or to be acquainted * ;, 
with, And before we come to Launch out in ' 4 
the Occan, we maſt caft an eye upon the Con- 
nexion of the words. t: 

Obſer. - Firſt, *That which the Apoſtle cals. . 
Truth in the former verſe, he cals Godlinefſe : 1} 
here 3 Truth is not a fancy.or notion, but it is /; 
 holinefſe it (elf, and none can know Truth in . 
the nature and power of it, but they muſt be 'F 
godly. Firſt, ; 


: 
f 


| 
[- 
X 


'nef5 is: a, ſoul conformable unto that mind; 


XA ning God or Chriſt, except it be holy truth, 


EI Myſtery of Godlineſſe, 5 


- Firſt, Truth is the pattern and platforme 
'of Holineſſe, it 1s the .mould of Godlineſſe ; 
that is godlinefſle which 1s conformable to 
.divine truth 3 Truth is Gods mind.,and gadli- 


or transformed into that truth 3 therefore the 
Apoſtle when he would relate the godlinefſe 
of the Romans, Rom. 6. 17. he ſaith, they 
'obeyed that dofrine or truth into the. forme 
of which they were delivered, &5 ov T&o£\5dy- 
4 TE TUToy, he makes the eruth of the Goſpel as 
a type, a mould into which they were call, 
 Sccondly, godlineſle 15 truth, becauſe truth 
/-works godlinefſe ; Chrilt prayes the Father to 
{ fanAine them with :ruth, Foba 17. 17. It is 
- the nature of truth to ſanctine and... work 
'holineſſe 3 truth is light, and Jife, and doth as 
the Sun, Both enliven and enlighten all ſouls 
on whom its beams ſhire 3 errour never » 
makes holy,though 1t may be 1n a holy perſon, 
- and ſhadowed with the holincfſſe in whom it 
is 3 but all the truths of. Chriſt they are as fire 
\ that convert ſouls to its own nature 3 what- 
.ever holineſs is inthe ſoul is no more but 
truth digeſted, turned into lifeand ſpirit. 
Uſe. So that firſt let noc the world miftake 
themſelves concerning truth. It is not enough 
4 that men have abundance of notions concer- 


B % | ſanci- 
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ſandifying truth, this world is growing ex- 
ceeding knowing, men boaſt of many great 
and myſterious truths which they know, buc 
where is godlineſs? Truth without godlineſs 
15S an Oracle without a voice, a body with- 
out a ſoul, as letters in braſs without lite, 
Brethren, what is it for a man to have found 
a pccce of Gold when he is huggry and can 
find no meat ? Tt isclear men know little of 
truth,thcy are ſo unacquainted with godlineſs? 
that is truth indeed which moulds the foul 
into the nature of God, which draws a ſoul 
into pare tellowſhip with God, which elevates 
tie ſpirit into the glory of God, which turnes 
all things into lite and power in the ſoul, 
other things are but notions ; to have truth 
written in thy Bible and not-in thy heart, 
what 13it? for theo tohavea form of truth 
- in thy underitzeding, the letters tranſcribed 
* In thy fancy, and not be turned ſpiritually into 
that form, godlineſs is nothing elſe but truth 
baptized in the ſoul, truth with anew name 3 
that ſoul hath not a ſparkle of truth which 
hath not a motion of life from it, truth came 
- out of Gods boſome, and is the manifeſtation 
of his life and glory,and it will turne the heart 

ſutableto that lite. 
Uſe 2, Would you know what it 1s to be 
godly, not to have a form ot this and that _ 
® 


Myſtery of Godlineſſe. 7 
| of Religion of our own making, but to be 

conformable to divine truth : as good princi- | 
' ples. and notions without divine impreſſions 
of it on the ſoul are nothing 3 ſo godlinets 
without a principle of truth to lead it is ſuper- 
ſition 3 as truth works godlineſs, fo godlineſs 
lives anſwerable unto truth 3 godlineſs conliſts 
not in any tggm of worſhip fet us by men, 
though never ſo glorious, but: by being one }-. 
with truth, in ſerving God after his own mind : 
and heart. | 

' Ve 3. Again, know who are the knowing 
and the godly men 3 what thoſe who barcly 
aud nakedly confe(s the Articles of faith, who- 
beleeve in a curſory manner what 1s ſaid of 
God and Chriſt in the Goſpel 3 no, but thoſe 
which are made god]y by theſe truths. It is 
1mpoſlible for any to know Jcfus Chriſt, and 
the myſtery of the Goſpel, but they mult 
have the life of it in them if men will jadge 
as God doth of their knowledge by their 
hearts, how few knowing men ſhall we have 
in the world? God values mens knowledge by 
their affeRtions, by the value they ſet on truth; 
all our knowledge and ſpeculations of truth 
without godlineſs is but a humane knowledg 
of divine things 3. you know 1:uch, you ſee 
great myſterics of:truth, what life, what ſpirit 
| bath it put in you ? If you have feen Jeſus 
B 4 Chriſt 
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Chriſt as the Center and ſubſtance of truth, + 
where are the transformations,and the raifings 
ot your ſouls after this Chriſt apprehended - ? 
When principles arc turned into practice, and 
ipcculations into power, and notions into ' ſpi- 
zit then your truth is godline(s, 

Will you know the reaſon why there is {6 
much profetiion of truth, and fo Lttle practice 
of godlincfle, why the heads of men have fo 
| out-grown their hearts ? 

1 I think it be this: either firſt that which 
' mencall truth is crrour, or the fancies of their 
own braine, not the Viſion on the mount : Or 
elſe, ſecondly, .they have but the bare and 
Jane apprehenſions, do not fee them in their 
ein raturezmen place Religion in knowledge, 
and godlinefſe in a meereconceitt 3doubtleſſe 
7 trath were ſcene In her naked glory, without 
her hood, or gowne, only as ſhe comes out of 
tie boſome of Jefus Chriſt, the beames of her 
glory would pierce the: very hearts and fouls 
of men, and leave impretfions of an immiortall 
nature on their ſpiritss How can ſouls ſe 
Jeſus Chriſt as the ' manifeſtation of God, 
behold him as one received up into glory, and Of 
ſitting. at the right hand of God, and have it ta 
as truth within him, and nor be drawn out in . be 
firong defires of Communion with him, and }! -W 
have the retic&tions of his holineſs and glory th 
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Myftery of Godlineſſe« ” 
on the heart? What is godline(s but God 
ſhining in light, and working, in life in the 
foul? Take thy picture of tcuth which thou 
thinkeſt thon haſt in thy underftanding, and 
fit downand rejoyce in the high flown notions 
of God and Chriſt, (thou knowing Protefſor ) 
while poor fouls enjoy the life, and power, 
the beauty, and (ubliance of all truth. within 
thcir hearts. 

Obſ. 2. The ſecond thing of wortir 1s this; 
How tull Paxls heart is when he begins to 
ſfeak of the things of the Gofpgclz like a man 
that is full of grict or joy, longs to have vent, 
and breaks oft on a ſudden: from - his former 
diſcourſes, ſo doth the. Apolile 3. he was to 
{ſwim out into a great dcep, and his heazr 


cannot-hold, -he ſpeaks as a man overmarched 


with matter, that is fain to ſpeak broken cx- 

pretfions, without controverſie, &C, + > 
High maniteſtations of God thould be cx- 

prefſed with great aiteCtions 3 -as God-let out 


himſelf, fo our hcarts-mulſt be taken : a little 


itove and admiration will not ſerve when -God 
manifetts nunſelt in a myſtery, the beſt frame 
of ſpirit a ſoul can be in when- he 1s medi- 
tating, or to ſpeak of Goſpel-mytteries, is to 
be altonithed at them, as one that knows not 


- where to begin or end; you never have known 


the-myReries of God which haye not admired 


— 


70 The Greatneſſe of the 

Uſe All the uſe I would make of this to.you, 
;s, to get affections ſutable to manitefations, 
tO Tifc as God riſes. Oh let not your hearts 
belew when God is high in love and glory. 
Souls which are wrapt up in the boſome of 
gloriousenjoyments, that apprehend God in 
his diſcoveries of himſelf, cannot but be loſt 
in the thoughts of th.m 3 then are your ſouls 
in a ſpiritual frame when they work in the 
{ſight of God in Chrift, and ſutable to the ope- 
nings of his heart; the more your hearts are 
full of theſe apprehenſions, the more you wall 
breake forth in admirations. 

But now to the words themſclves, and in 


[] them firlt of the Preface 3- withoxt Controverſie, 


EC. 
The Apoſile ſpeaks as one fo confident that 
_ all did grant it to be truth, that there need no 
farther debate but the laying down the very 
things themſelves. 
The word (opohzuevos) ſignifies an abſolute 
andcleare confeſſion of a thing without doubs 


or {cruple, and it is as much as it the Apoſtle 


had faid by the confeſſion of all, it is fo; it isa 
confeſſed truth by all the Saints, not one 
diſputing or denying it, that godlineſs is a 
great myſtery 3 1n all theſe particulars I need 
give you no confirmation at all of it, it is with- 
out queſtion, to deny it is to be wilfaly blind 


and deſperate, OBſ. * 


ſe 


Myfery of Godlineſſe. IT 


Of. That there are principles and myſteries 
of godlinels clear and undeniable to all the 
Saints. | 

He doth not ſay, I confeſs it is ſo, and all 
that T have converſed with a'l,but all that have * 
had any light of the ſpirit confcls this to be 
true; it is a thing generally received without 
any controverlie at all; In the opening this 
I ſhall ſhew. 

I. That there are principlcs of godiineſs as 
of other things. 

2, That they are confeſſed by the Saints. 

For the firſt : As there are principles in 
every Art or Science, which are as the tounda- 
tions of other things, ſo likewiſe in divinity 
ſuch as the Apoſtle, Heb. 6. 1. calls (6zueAicv) 


| the foundation, and Heb. 5. 12. (50nte) the 


firſt principles, and now cals ({vs/@40v) the 
myltery : and to prove. 

I. Bcaule divinity or godlineſs 1s the moſt 
demonſtrative and certain knowledg of things 
that can be, now principles are the foundation 
of all demonſtration 3 it there were not princt-' 
ples, there could be no certainty of knowledge. 
No man could ſpeak any thing, no man could 
beleeve any thing, it there were not common 
and generall foundations or principles to build 


- upon therefore this muſt be granted, that 
| God hath Icft fomething in Religion which 1s 


> 
i» 
LM 
oy 


; 
, 


without diſpute, | 2, It 
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2. Ifthere were not ſet andabfolute princi- - : 


plcs, there could be no common faith, or 
common experience among, the Saints, none 
cold know -the condition of one, another, or 
be able to judge of one another, neither of 
things themſelves. Now the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
oi a common faith 3 and in another place there 
i5 but one faith, one baptiſme, one hope among 
al] the Saints, 2 Pct. I. 2. That other Foun- 
dation no man-can lay then what is laid, which 
is Jcſus Chrilt, 1 Cor. 3. 11. 4n: Gal. Is 
no preaching, of another Goſpel, no, though 
by an Angel trom heaven. But I necd prove 
that no farther. . 


2. Theſe principles are confeſt by all-the 


Saints, this 1s that the Apotile aimes at, that 
none of the Saints {cruplcd this. That Godlt- 
neſs vwasa greit myſtery in every one of the 
particulars mentioned.. Conkider, 

i. Thut which bclongs to a Saint as a Saint, 
to his very. being, he cannot be ignorant of, as 
that Jeſus Chriſt died, and by -his merits we 
are pardoned, that from. him is all life, that 
God was manitfeited in him, and accepts us by 
himzthat we come to him by faith, and enjoy 
him by our union 3 theſe things go to the 
conſtitution of a Saint, taith towards our Lord 
Jeſus, and repentance towards God ; he is 


not a Sair.t which knows not this, for they are 1 


the 
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the principles of his being; indeed the largeneſs 


and extent of thele principles: The priviledges 
of his being he may be ignorant of, for they are 
ſucceliively manifeſted, as the glory of his 
union, and the tulneſs of grace, and the rich 
aurance of it to his own ſoul, theſe he may 
be doubtful in; but to queſtion this, whether 


'Chrilt be the Son of God, hath died. and is 


riſen again, theſe he cannot | be ignorant of, 
for his faith is vain if theſe things be rot 


"true, and granted by him he is no-Saint if 


Chrilt be no Saviour but for the manner of 
making out this, of what full e&fticacy Chrilts 
Death and RefarreE&ion is, and the like, and 
the manner of applying this, he may-bc ex- 
ceeding dark in. 

2, The principles of godlinefs are laid down 
{o nyolitive and-fo plain, that the light that 
Every: Saint receives makes him be'eecve them 3 
thele things are expreſt in abſolute terms , 
that Chritt. is the anly Saviour, and nothing 
to. be joyned with him; that juſtification is 
freely by grace that 1 Adam a:l have tinned 3 


+ that all which are in Chriſt arc new Creatures, 


with ſuch like expretſous, fo that the firſt and 
moſt common light of faith -fſents to them; 
there be fome things in the World, in which 


: there lies a great deil of beauty and glory, 
+ not fo nakedly expreſt, nor fo obvious to 


every 


I 4. The Greatneſſe of the 


every underſtanding, as of the time of juſtifi- 4 


cation, the manner of our union, many things 
of che Kingdom of Chriſt, and other things 
which may admit a controverhie, they being 
not ſo clear in themſelves. 

3+ Principles that are abſolutely funda- 
mentall, God hath ſet them down as the 
cbjecs of faith to be belecved on,not diſputed, 
And though we cannot ſce the reaſon of them 
yct we are to beleeve themztheir demonſtration 
_ es in Gods teſtimony of them. Gods word 
or things is a Chriftians reaſon, 


Uſe. Oh that in this ſceptick age we would 


but oblerve this rule, to hold to prin:iples : 
men are grown to queſtion every thing, 
fundamentals cannot ſcape 3 ſome - mens 


queſtions, moſt mens critics are above their 


judgments : Some think Religion lies in a 
quettioning all things. That good notion of 
{carching atter truth deceives many by. miſap- 
prehenſion;the way to loſe truth-is to queſtion 
the principles on which they are bwlt 3 the 
Apolite ſpeaks unto Timothy (1 Noyouayev ) 
not to ſfirive about words which tend to no 
profit, 2 Tim. 2. 14. and to hold faſt 
the form of wholeſome words or doctrines 
(vaoTuTG@Iw) 2 Tim. I- 13. an expres ſyfeme 
of principles, In all Saicnces: ſomething mult 
be taken tor granted; Philoſophers haye made 

X « 


wn” © - @ 
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Ja juſt Law,Contra principia 101 eſt diſputandum; 
"they kiſs at men that ſhall deny principles 


received by all Schollars, grounded on: the 
abſolute Law of Reaſon; tor there muſt bs 
ſome granted rules and principles that men 
diſfute by, elſe it will be but a babble, no 
- diſpute 3 all argumentation 15 concerning the 
application of rules, and deductions frorr - 
principles : Soit is in divinity, there be ſome 
truths are as foundation ſtones, muſt not be 
tonched leſt the whole building fall with it. 3 


- blame not Saints for ſearching after truth, but 
condemn that fijint of mens ſpirits to Took) 


after no mcre then they have known 3 great 
and noble ſpirits love to be reaching after per-- 
ife&tion; there is much to be diſcovered of the 


-myltery of the Goſpel, of the glory and beauty 


of truth. But this I urge, that there are ſome 
things mutt be without controverhe , fome 
truths that are written as with a Sun beame, 
confeſt and acknowledged by all, that muſt be 
beleeved, not argued. 

There 6 a twofold queſtioning of things. 

I. Doubting whether they be ſo or no, 
that is dangcrous, becauſe men- ſhall never 
want their {cruples, it they will. diſpute thoſe 
things which are fupernatural;what God hath 

- by his own teſtimony in the Word, and in 
7 the hearts of all the Saints pur out of queſtion, 
b It 
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It.is Crimes leſe Mijeſtatis but to name in wr 


doubting. 
2. Men queſtion things to be more: cleared 
and confirmed in them, not {o much for fatis- 
"faction of the truth of them, as detire to ſec 
the farther beauty and excellency of them ; 
Fthis is commendable, for Saints to ſtudy all 
Cthe principles wherein God hath maniteſted 
«himſelf, that he may have his heart more 
Tet upon them. So-the Bereans they were no- 
!ble, they would enquire into the Doctrine that 
Pau] preached, and Pax] commended them for 
It , and faith, they were ( Wye) men 
vot better breeding 3 whatever comes from men 
Nyou may queſtion, .and ſearch again whether 
it be ſoorno z. but-what you fhnd in the Word 
Qlaid down in exprefie terms you -may not 
Yqueſtion, but belceve 3 though yet you may 
© labour to be +more clear ,- and to have the 


{ame. thing more. demontirative, and more |, 


ſpiritual to. you 3 the Apoſtle unto Timothy-, 


4 


En 


that the things he had. heard of him among 


many witneſſes he ſhould (7&e#3s n1i5o15 oy- 
0705) commit unto faithful men, who may 
teach the ſame to others, 2 Tim. 2. 2. the 
Apoſtle would have. the fame. Dodrine to go 
from hand to hand, and. be transferred unto 
others 3  for-new principles to be revealed I 
£xped& not, but thoſe in a new way, more ot 
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fruth in a new kind of glory, more full and 
/enriching 3 the light that the Saints have 


received 15 the fame tor kind and nature, but 
not for degree 3 therefore the Apoſile ſaith, If 
xe or an Angel from heaven. ſhall preach 
another Goſpel , that is different from what 
is preached in the revelation of Chrilt, let him 
be accuſed, Gal. 1. 8, 9. It is one thing to - 
preach another Goſpel, and another thing to 


-have that ſame Goſpel opened more gloriouſly, 


and to have the ſparklings of it more ſtrong 
and glorious. He that will know no more than 
he hath known, is proud,and knows nothing 3 
and he that will know any thing contrary, or 
more than theſe principles of godlinefs con- 


+tains, and will by improvement come up to, 


will be as one m the dark that knows not 
where he goes 3 to ſtick on; the bare principles 
and go no farther, is as a child that learns his 


+ Catechiſme, and thinks he needs no more lear- 


ning 3 andto feek to know much with *afting, 
off principles, is as one that would learn the 


- Hebrew: or Greek, and yet will caſt aſide the 


Characters and Rules. That ſoul can never 
miſcarry in divine knowledge, that holding 
the foundation builds according to that, Let 
your {iructure be as high and glorious as can 


# be, ſo your foundation be ſarez for a man to 
ſnake a. long and myſterious diſcoutſe , and 
3 
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accent every cxpreſiion, with the beſt lan« 
guage, and yet neither he,nor any that heares, mr 
can fell either what he aimes at, or to what 4 
head or principle naturall to reduce it, how / 
rediculous is he in all wiſe mens cyes 3 all the $1 
fne and curious webs of ſpeculation which ar 
men ſpin, and theſe ſtately ſiruftures in their Je 
own fancies will all be cut in ſunder, and fall ur 
down, if they be not founded on the firſt, p! 
fame, and eternal principles of godlinefſe, m 
God hath faved all the Saints by one and the þ 
r 


lame, way; Chriſt, and faith 3 And: though 
theſe things are more gloriouſly expreſt now th 
than before, and the fame heart more opened * 
in-the ſame Chriſt, and jaith :a&ed with tp 
greater ſtrength and clearneſs than formerly z Wi 
yet the ſame love, and faith, and Chrift con- @c 
tinues ſtil}, Tt 3s a: pitiful thing to ſee fouls w! 
ſtick ſtill on the bare principles,and not launch an 
out into that deep myſtery which is contained ©: 


(4 in them; and as fad it is to ſee men leave theſe All 


principles 'and hug their own fancies. - : Oh Ou 
BeJoved, that unity in the ſpirit hes' much in th; 
the oneneſſe and union of the foundation; Db 
This one. Principle, that God was manifelt in 3n 
fleſh, and this Chriſt made a Mediatour of {ci 
fouls, what an eternall ground of comfort *? 
doth it afford, thou mar. not goe ſeek a new | 
maniteſiation of this God; the ttudying w_ Þrc 
this ? 
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n- #his one, may take ep all thy thoughts every 
5, minute and moment of thy lite, and entertain 
at thee with freſh and new wonders of Glory. 
»w {Every one of theſe Principles are a myſtery, 
he '#nd myſteries, though about the ſame things, 
ch are opencd but by degrees. Angels defire to 
eir Jct out their thoughts in the reviewing of theſe 
all unſcarchable riches. There is not- a line or &&- 
ſt, pref[ion of Chriſt in the Scripture, but is 
fe, matter enough for a whole Age to Comment 
the Þpon 3 ſo that thou needeſt not leave old 
gh principle for new diſcoveries3 for in them 
ow thou mayeſt find ſucceffive ſweetneſle. 

ied + The Apofile tin the 2 Colloſlans v. 2» 
ith Jpeakes of a full aſſurance of underſtanding, 
ly 3 Which the Saints may come unto, Tis TAyge- 
"n= @cehxs Ts ovegtas, That is the ſame with 
uls What the Text ſaith, To beſo fully . aſſured 
ich In our underſtandings, of all the truths” of the 
ied Goſpel, that nothing can ſhake us. To have 
eſe all things ſo demonttrative and clear, and 
Oh vur judgments ſo convinced and ſettled in 
in thcm, that we may fee round about all the 
on; dbjcctions that'can be made of them : Doubt= 
tin 27g 1m judgment, makes doubting in Con- 
of kcienceand faith. As your principles are, ſo 
fort Four practiſe will bez therefore you had need 
ew ave them cleare. The holding of ſome things 
t of Fre fo odious, that a Saint ſhould not anſwer 
this 3 them 
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them, but contemn them. So Paul, when! 
this obje&ion came in, that we might fin? 
becauſe grace abounds. Rom. 6, x. What, coth: 
he ſtand to confute it ? 'no, he will not honour 
it with an anſwer,but abominates the thoughts, 
pf it 3 God iorbid, faith he. | 
 Toconclude this with a ground of comfort _ 
to all Saints, Your ſalvation is without con- 4; ; 
troverſie 3 the grounds of your eternal peace, 
| are not to be ſo much as queſtioned. *All things 364 
are carried onin a myſtery 3 yet ſo-ſure,as that; 
It is death to queſtion them ; You may as well 
doubt , whether there be a God, as doubt Ln 
whether the everlaſting foundation of your.” 
peace can be removed : There is nothing for 41 | 
you to, do in this, but-to- believe; as theſe 7, 
things in themſelves are paſt diſpute, ſo do 3th 
| You believe that they be without doubt to you, *1,, 
Get your aſſurances as unqueſtionable as Gods /) 
foundation 3 for that ſtands ſure, and hath an 7 
Eternal ſeal unto ir 3 put your propriety in this 4, 
myltery out of diſpute, that you may be able ©; 
to ſay without all controverſie, this myſtery 15 - 4; 
_ in me; andas God was manifeſt in fleſh, and T © q, 
may not doubt it, ſo God 1s manifeſt in me, 
and I dare not deny it. Art thou in Jeſus. 
Chriſt, who is the ſumme of this great my-, 
fiery ? why then let Devils and Men quettiony 
thy ſalvation, it cannot hinder thy comtort.! 
Bzloved,3 
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_ cloved., get things at ſuch a paſs in your 
; fouls, that all chings are beyond diſpute in 


| ; 

oth þ . o L jo je 

our Jour hearts, either concerning the principles, 
hes Þr the application of them to your conſcience, 
. 


Fhat you may come to the full aſſurance of 
nderſtanding in the myſteries of the Goſpel, 
Mot to doubt of the truth of them » fo come to 
= full aſſurance of F.ith, not to queſtion 
nosk your part in them. That as «his is ſure, th.t 
17 4Chrilt is, ſo you may be as ſure, that vou are 
- 1 Þin Chriſt, 
1þ;4 God hath not left the things of ſulvation, 
- *the great truths of his Goſpel, to bj 1dged by 
for the pur-blind eye of a probable, judgment; 
G zbut by the clear and open eye of Faith. And 
7 Jthough they ſeem to lie rever fo contrary to. 
#the received principle cf reaton 3 yet it they 
i have Gods ftawp, they mult be believed by 
our Faith, 
be If we may but gueſſe and conjecture at 
I: ithings of the Goſpel, what 2 miſerable cond1- 
tion were we 1n ? what a diſparagement to the 
T divine light of Truth, that it is not ſo demon= 
{trative, and fit for knowledge, as the maxims 
of Nature? Indeed as the Apolile faith,x Cor. 
| 2-8. The natural man with al] his accompliſht 
Y"4j parts and light of rezſon,. cannot perceive the 
J things of God 3 the utmoſt of his knowledge is 
F but conjeQtural and common 3 he ſees not into 
? the 


fort: 
ON» 


22 The Greatneſſe of the 


the nature of theſe truths.But the pooreſt ſou! 
which hath the leaſt beame of ſupernatural 


light in his underſtanding, beholds ſuch in- 9 


fallibe cleerneſs in the mind or God, that his 
whole foul tals down before the manifeſtation 
of it. 


Ob. Bat can a ſoul be as much without 
controverlie and doubt of his own ſalvation, 
and his being wrapt up in that Myſtery, as 


he is of the truth of the things themſelves ? 


Sol. 1 anſwer. Yes 3 the ſame that reveals | 
the one, reveals the other, the ſame un-erring ; 
- ſpirit that revealed the myſtery in it (elf, | 
reveals it to the ſoul, and the ſame cloſeth * 
with the light-of the one, as with the other ; 
why may not a ſoul be aaured, that what the | 
Holy Ghoſt hath wricten in his heart, is as 7 
. certain, as what he hath writ in the word ? 
Doubtleſſe, the work of the Spirit in the 


ficlhly tables of our hearts, 1s as certain ; and 
I may have a ſure knowledge of it, as of the 


writing in Tables of ſione,or in paper 3 for the - 
Mykery of God in the heart, is but a tranſ- ! 
cript of what is in the word : yea, doubt- ' 
lefs it is more glorious then the bare expretſion ' 


of the myſtery in words. What makes the 


ſoul be fully perſwaded, that this in the Bible ; 
15 the word of God, that theſe truths are cer 
cain ? but becauſe of that Iight and demon- | 

ſixation * 
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Gut Ffiration of the ſpirit, which accompanics it, 
1x2] «Every one ſees not that infallible glory and 
1. JÞcauty in theſe things,only takes them vp in a 
his [general and cuſtomary notion 3 but in the 
ion {| Saints they know it is fo, as they know that 

{ now is white, and the ſame light and power 
7 of the ſpirit, aſſures their ſouls, that what is 
A ' written in their hearts, 15 as abſolute an un- 
-,2 *Cenyable truth. The incquality of light from 
7 the ſpirit, cauſeth the incquality of knowledge 
-als {and aſſurance, *concerning them both. And 
.  * the Apoſtle ſpeaks as confidently of his own 


I 
V3 
- 


out 


7: * ſalvation, as he ſpeaks of the Truth of the 
=tþ -. Goſpel 3 we know that it this carthly houſe, 
ir : 7 Oc. 2 Cor. 5. 1. And we know we are of God, 
ha . though all the world lycs in wickedneſſe: And 
. 26 -there isa full aſſurance of Faith, as of under- 
1 > © ſtanding. Oh look therefore to come into an 


he - unqueſtionable condition 3 once thou haſt ir 
ag +: demonſtrative that thou art in Chriſt 3 take 
he ; heed of queſtioning it. As every word which 
-he © God hath ſpoken, ſhall not paſſe away un- 
af. /fulfilled ſo every work which God hath 
br. * wrought in thee,ſhall be perfected, God giving 
on - *Þe ſame aſſurance to thy ſpirit, as he doth ro 
he 7s own Truth, 
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OETEY 


SERM, II, 


{ Tim. 3» IG, 


nd wit bt 67 1roverſie great zs the mites Þ 


of CT 4;ineſſe, & Co D 


: theſe words, there 15 a full and ſum- 6: 


mary comprehenſion of the deepeſt 

divin? truths that ever came out of Gods 
heart, and a ſeal of confirmation added to thc 
aſſurance of them; they are not taings which ,.. 
hanz on uncertain grounds, but have ſuch de- b- 
monttrations within themſelves, that they are 
within all controverſic > confeſt ablolut . ly by 


all S:ints z not but that ſome do deny them, 


but that in th:mſelves they are to be believed , 

by the Saints. There is no placz in all the 
Scripture, that In one verſe, doth Epitonnzcy A 
all Divinity, as this 3 that I may call it a Map* ry 
of both worlds, wherein at once you may. 
bchold all that, which would coſt youall yourg 
life to trayel over, and ſee inthe tulncfle of 11'Y ,, 
Cloazv. AllS$.. 
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All Divinity may'be reduced to fwo heads : 
bal manifeſtation ''in Chriſt, and Chritts 
manifeſtation in'us; God in Bim, and He in 
Ks; and both theſe are laid out to the tull in 
J he Tcxt. 
&* 'We nay well admire the fulacfs, and ſhort- 
*Keſſe' of Divine expreſſion in the Scripture , 
Fthat-ſo much ſhould 'be wrapt up in'ſo little 3 
*More then to have Homers Tliads compriz'd 
+ a nut-ſhel!.' Tarn over all the Volumes of 

ature, all the large writings of Prophane or 
Divine. Authors, they contain not fo much 
mttet- as one of theſe expretſic Ons will hold 
mM" Gith:unto us. ' - 179? 
Peſt biIThat which T: ſhall-bepin with, is 'the ge- 
0G geral deſcription of Divinity , which is laid 
= down in thefe wotds ; 
= © "Great is the Myſtery of Goalineſ7. 

bs 64 - LE Evoterd. q | 

& 9 fl-wherein you have;firſt, the thing Acſcribed, 


' by that 3 is, Godlincſi,, or elſe you have, -_ 
aj © The ſubje@, Godlineſs, s 
v4 Q0' _ Thepredicate, Myftery. 


«-* + Theadjun, a-Great Myſtery. | 
_ 433 24 Thedeſcription itfclf; at is/a Myſtery. © 
"7" 3./Theadjund, 'our' Title"to- —_— bs 
$5 221116 is a Grtav-Myjtcly, 
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ordinary expreſſions 3. to ſay it was a myſtery 
is an excceding large expreſſion beyond our þ 
apprehenſions 3 but in-that he calls it a great '2 
myſtery, he raiſcth our thoughts, and looleth 4. 
. ourunderſianding, | =p 
| This obſerve by the way , you can never F 
ſpeak too high of , nor admire too much any. |; 
thing ofithe Goſpel 3 ' when you have. ſpoken 5, 
to theutmoſt ,. and have loft: your ſelf and 
| your kearers ,: yet then you are below what x, 
glory is contained in them 3 you may ſpeak !# 
too much of any creature, and preſently tranſ- : . 
grelſs in your commendations, but jt is impoſe 4 
ible that ever any expreſſions ſhould; reach , {1. 
 Goſpekmyticrte 3 . Hyperbotes: in the ; world + 
axe the excretion of our frothy wits, and ferve, +. 
but only to indulge our corrupt affections 3 5..1 
but as one faith, Dews &*: Calum: non pataznre hes 


= 


al 
byperbolen, all the hcight” of expreſſions and :'$; 
wit ſtrained through the narroweſt and pureſi 4 
fancy can never. be too high: in expraſkng £3, 
Goſpel-glory. Gods own ſpirit is as it were F},, 
ſireightned, and at a loſſe-tor expreſſhons to Þro 
{et forth the 'deep myſteries of the, Goſpel; 4,1, 
and though what is ſpoken of them beiproper, x 
yet. they are far under the 7s 9c, 

and no more than Pi&ares and: Phantaſmes to. 
the reality of thoſe things themſelves. What 
words can:be given ta {et forth. invifible-and! 
Z34- vnmortal, * 


. 
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immortal , and immenſe glory. God hath 
help'd our ſenſes and _—_—_ by thoſe 
(expreſſions, though in all that is written he 
Hath ſpoken below himſclt; it a-man ſhould 
zpaint the glory of the Sun, what colours could 
*heuſe, or how would he limb ont the-nature 
Y of a foul? why ſpiritual myltcrics are tar more 
MN Snviſible and glorious. 
id | x, I ſhall begin inthe firſt place with the 
at Labject of th e propoſition, that is Godlincls, 
* 2, 'Shew thar 1t 15 myltery. 
u - -3- That ic 1s a Great mylicry. 
' Thatevery word as well fingic as compoun> 
£1. ged may have its weight. 
y For the firſt , the; word ( wad Baan) ſis 12th 
VC Fes the right worſhipping ot God in the gene» 
5 5 xal ſignification of it z-andit is uſed by the 
jure Faahors to expreſs the worthip of their Gods? 
nd Bit in that notion 1t.jsnot mcant hercbetides 
reſt Fhat was ſaid the lalt time: of the nature © 
ng Godlienſs, in.regard of the communion of the 
FER two expreſſions, truth and: godline(s, I ſhall 
| T0 proceed 1 more particularly to m_ the na- 
Xl ture of it. | 
Per,  - It is-uſed three waiesjn Scripture. 11 
ves, * 1. For the whole doftrine of: the: Golpeh, as 
| general word pars” cantains whatever 1s 
? cmmonſtrated Goacerning God 3 fo it 15+ cal- 
Icd the doctrine which is according to god- 
rtal, * C 2 lineſte, 
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Ineſs, 1 Tim. 6. 3. thus godlineſs 1s truth, 
2. It 15 put for the inward work of all theſe 
truths on thc heart, for the gracious qualihca= 
tions of a foul ſutable to the truths of the 
Goſpelz they are put both together by the A- 
poſile, Tit. 1+ 1,2, the acknowledgment of the 
truth which 1s after godlincfs, it imports the 
inward frame of the foul in conformity to the 
truths which are godlineſs. ' 
-.43» It is put tor the holy walkings of a 
Saint in the world from the pattern of theſe 


ſpiritual truths, 1 Tim. 4. 7. exerciſe thy [e}f | 


in godlineſs, that is, in all the wayes of 
holinefs3 by godlineſs here is meant the whole 
| ſum of divinity, the circumference of all Re- 
ligion, eſpecially that which contains the great 


contrivance of Gods wiſdom and love in the : 


Goſpel, and the manifeſtation and working oft 
It in us; It-is not meant barely of the truths 
themſelves, . but of the works of theſe truths 
m the Saints. | - eorone 


: So that godline(s conſiſts. in the light'of | 
truth,and in the life of grace; God maniteſting | 


Iimfelt in the-light of truth, and working in 

the life of love and grace in the heart. _ 
There .is:a' form bf- goflineſfe. which the 

Apotfile'ſpeaks of 512 Tzm. 3:5. a nicer ex- 


ternal profeftion and garb of godlinefs, there 


is no myttery 'in' that. men may. take np.a 
PR 9 41.105; /. curious 
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curious picture of holineſs 'without much ado, 
nature can reach that myſtery 3 but there is a 
power of godlinefle which confiſts in the life 
and ſpiric of truth in the foul, that is a my-. 
ſiery. 

Will you know then what godlineſs 1s ? Tt 
is the openings of Gods glory in it ſelf , and 
the workings of it gloriouſly in the ſoul, 
Godlinefle- lies not in the barc expreſſion of 
words, nor in the external form of profeſſion 
of theſe words : But it lies in the divine glory 
of God which is wrapt up in theſe words, and: 
the gracious diſpoſitions and aff:&ions of the 


: ſoul to theſe'things z Whar. a great matter is 
: it for a man to confeſſe Jeſus Chriſt to be the 
: Son-of God, to pray and expreſſe outward 


words accordingly : But to ſte the myſtery of 


| that glory which is in this that Chritt is Gods 
' Son, and to have the powerful influence of it * 
: inthe ſoul, this is godlinefſe, and that whichis - 
| called a great myſtery, 


Thus then the whole manifeſtation of God in 


| the Goſpel.all the a@tings of his glory in truth, 
| andall theſe traths wrought in the foul, is this. 


godlinefſe which the Apoſtle well calls a great 


| myſtery 3 though this muſt be added, that the 
- þ Apoſtle eſpecially aims here at the truths 
: | themſclves,and Gods manifettation of his glory 


:>them; 


C 3 Now 
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3 
Now ſecondly, This he calls a myſtery ; Tt 


is a high expretfion , and worthy to be ap- 
propriated unto godlinelsz and the Holy 


Ghoſt ever makes uſe of it when he would (ſet: 
forth. the unexpreſſible nature of Goſpel- 


truth; therefore to open tt : 
I. It ſignifies ſome ſecret and hidden thing 
that-is above vulgar apprehention z 1tsa word 


that comes from (vw) which tignihes to ſhut: 


up, and hide a thing, that none may hnd 1t 
and know where it is, as men hide jewels and 
precious things from common hands 3 there- 
fore Daniel faith, It is God in heaven that 
reveils myſteries or ſecret things, Dais. 2. 28, 
Thus godlincſs is a myſtery hidden from the 


eyes of tapuſands, hidden in Gods own breaſt- 


from everlaſting, and as the Apolile expreſſeth 


in Eph 3. bidden from generations of men» The 


Goſpelis Gods ſecret, that which is his boſome 
counſel. Angels nor men could not have known 
it, if God had not revealcd it 3- fo that it 1s a 
mykery which without revelation 15 unknown, 
that which cannot be demonſirated or argued 
out, but its nature conſiſts tn revelation, 
Among, the heathen they had their myſtic: ies 
in their temples which they mutt not diſcover 
therefore there was an Image before the 
Temple with his finger before his mouth, 


ſhewing that they mult be ſilent in diſcovering 


hidden 
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hidden myſteries. Though the Goſpel be now 
revealed, yet it is a myſtery, becauſe once 1t 
was kept {o ſecret. | 

2. And which follows from thence, that is a 
myſtery which' hath any thing in its own 
nature which 1s not obvious, and which lies 
not open to the quick' and preſent apprehenſi- 
ons of men as fome things in nature are faid 
to ' be mylteries, and in government there are 
arcana impern, hidden things of fate that the 
vulgar cannot pry into ſecret wheels that 


' move many actions which they cannot ſee 


! move, only do behold the outward action ; 
' the things of the Goſpel are arcanuz Det 3 
| though we ſee the things done, yet we ſee not 
| theſe inviſible glorious wheels which did a& 


them; and thus though the thing it ſelf be 
rev=aled, yet becaute the reaſons of them lye 
under ground they are called myſteries 3 thus 
the converſion of the Gentiles, and the calling 


| of the Jews are both called myſteries, Rom. 11. 
| thus divine truths are myfteriesz thou heareſt 
: of Chriſt, and haſt manif:Rations of God to 


thee, butalas the infinite reaſon God hath 


ated from, the ſecret wheels that have run 
along in every vein of Gods love, that is 
unknown 3 who hath ſearched his counſels, 
faith the Apoſtle ? All Gods actions tous they 
have come from infinite and unfezrchable 

6 countels 3 
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counſels 3 go into a Chymiſts ſhop, there thoy F 


findeſt ſeveral extractions of mettals which 
thou ſceſt, and taſtcſt, but how he did it thou 
know'lt not 3. that is a myltery to'thee, what 
art he uſed in ſo rare a thing which.to.thy eye 
ſeems contrary and. impoſhb'e 3: godlincſſe 
hath been ated in ſuch. an 1eviſible way that 
it may well be called a myſteric : How hath 
the Load-ſtone puſſed all the heads of the 
greateſt ones inthe world, that they have left 
13s as myfterie, a thing only.to be believed, 
but the reaſon nct known, only-have.reduced, 
its power under a general notion-of Sympathy, 
and all, becauſe men knew not the occult 
rcalons of its natnare.* That God ſhould carry, 
Eimfclt in ſuch' a hidden way of glory that, 
none can tind out his {cps byt, quly by the 
<fic&s of it, and that we can only.ſay:it 15 lo, 
but not how, or why it is ©, 15 the myſtcry of, 

godlincls, Is | 
3- Thatisa myſtery, whoſe inward nature. 
& exccllency cannot be expreſs'd, but 15 wropt: 
up in outward hgures and repreſentations, that 
which 15 ſo glorious in its own Nature, as it 
cannot be ſeen or maniteſied to us, but by the 
intervention of forme external medium. Thus 
marriage 15s faid to be a great myſterie becauſe 
it is {ct to convey the hidden and myſtical 
Marriage between Clirilt and _ the Church,; 
Epheſ. 


Myftery of Godlineſſe. : 


F Fpbeſ. 5. One would have thought all along 


{that Chapter 3 he ſpoke in a litcral ſenſe of 
' marriage , but at laſt he ſums up all3- this a 


' great myſtery : But I ſpeak concerning Chritt 


2 and the Church. Thus all the Goſpel in 
_ 2 general, and in particular, is full of myſteries 3 


Its own Nature is vailed in words and outward 
Types 3 Gods relations to us & Chriſts, under 
the notions of Husband and Wife, Father and 


: Children 3 God compared to light 3 Chrift ſer 


out by a Lion, a Lamb, a Shepherd : Grace 
expre(s'd by gold and filver, and precious. 
fioncs : Heaven by Paradiſe, All which things 


+ CO rathcr vail, then exprcſſe theſe hidJen 


Y 


glorics in them, and all theſe titles which are 
contain'd the nature and things far above theme 
And under all theſe is covered the reality that- 
God is to the foul. As Hieroglyphicks do 
dc rote ſoinething that: is internal fo do alt 
the expretizons of Scripture, and all the mani- 
teſtations of God, but repreſent ſome hidden 


. glory that at firſt we cannot percetve. Theres 


tore Chriſt delivers the Goſpel in Parables,. * 
and. tells his Diſciples 3 Unto yore 7t 185 givin to. 


' know: the Myſteries of tbe Kingdom. God 


makes many thapes and appearances of theſe 


inward beauties, that we may come to learn- 
/ what they mean, by theſe lenitble things. AS 


2 

z 
+ 
" 


ſome Ratcly pictarcs are covered over with a- 
C5 Curtain.,. 
I'S 
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Curtain, that every one that comes into the 


room.cannot ſee them : So is it with the things 
of Heaven 3 they are repreſented in grofſe 
bodies. which is as a Curtain before them, 
and until that be drawn , none can behold 
them. The Sacraments , they are outward 
ſigns of an inviſible glory 3 in Water, and 
Bread, and Wine, are repreſented and vailed, 
Chriſt in his perſon, and merits, in all his 
holinefſe to the foul 3 he that comes and 
touches thele things, and taſtes them, may ſec 
but little in them,more then in ordinary bread, 
but only God diſcovers a myſtery under thele 
fignes,- unto a Saints Faith, makes the foul 
{ce Chriſt in his Nature and merits, and feel 
him 1n his Vertue. So in his preaching,the high 
and unexpreſtible love of God is to be let 
forth in the words of a Miniſter 3 which words 
can never expreſs what that love is. 

And fouls may hear a thouſand of the 
molt Goſpel-Sermons that can be preach'd , 
2nd yet underſiand nothing of Divine Truth, 


only there is a myſtery vailed in theſe words 3 


ana the great and inward things of God are mani- 
Fefted thorough theſe words : And this is one 
great reſpect wherein the godlineſs is call'd a 
myſtery, becauſe its own Nature is not to be 


expreſi, though it be repreſented by outward | 
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4. It is a myſtery, becauſe , of the fulneſle, 
and vaſincſſe, and variety of its manitetia- 
tions 1t is ſo full, as that it cannot be diſco- 
vered at once it is ſo vaſt, as that it cannot 
be lookt into bat by degrees 3 the variety of its 
atings are fo many,as that you have it open'd 
in ſeveral parcels. As fome locks that you 
have ſeen, have ſo many ſeveral wards and 
turnings in them, that though they be in one 
piece, yet you muſt have divers keys, and 
divers turnings to open it 3 as ſeveral artificial 
Boxes, folded inone another ; to is the myſtery 
» of the Goſpel, though one intire piece of 
Heavenly light, yet interwoven. with ſuch 
varictic of turnings, and ſpreading it felt 
| abroad into fo vaſt a circumference, that you 
' cannot ſce but a little of its glory, as you can 
| fee no more of the Sun, then in your own 
| Horizon. So faith the Apoſtle, Rom. I. The 
| Righteonſueſe of God, is revealed from Faith to 
| Faith, And in the Revelations > The Book of 
the Lamb bad ſeven Seals. _ 
' Take godlinets in it ſelf, and the whole 
{ buJk of it, andit 1s fo large, as it reacheth frum 
| everlaſting to everlaſting z and all along it. 1s 
| manitc{ted in a_ multitude of new expretiions 
| and demonſtrations. 
! Takeitinall theparticulars of it, ard every - 
| one is a diſtin myſtery, and fo large, _ 
enere 
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therc is not any one part of it fully diſcovered, 
or to be compleatly known 3; every other 
knowledge may be foon attained unto, men 
have come to a great pcrtcaion in'it 3 but all 
our life is but a learning of this art, none pro- 
f2{s to be Maſters of it, all are Scholars, and 
the more they learn, they wonder the more 
at their own ignorance , there is ſo much 
bchind. It is delivercd in ſhort ſentences, that 


ail-the wits in the world have been racking. 
_ their heads: but to beat out knowledge of it. 


All the former ages have had work enough 
for all their parts too, and to ſerve but the's 
age, out of the very letters in which this 
myſtery is written 3 and yet the after ages won= 


der that they have known no more, and ccu'd. 


aig no more glorie out of this one Myne. The 
very out-fide, and Characters of the Goſpel, 


have tortur'd- the f{irongeſt heads from age to 


age. but to underſtand the meaning ot it. And 
how much do Saints ftimd im the Goſpel, in 
this age, as if there were a new manitcltation 
of God unto the world : Yea, and the ages to 


come ſhall know more of this myfery then we. 


have. - 
The Apoſtle, Epheſ. 2. 7. Hath an ex- 


preſſion in the Epheſians, which is obſervable, 


viz, That in the Ages to come he might ſhew 
forth the exceeding riches of his grace, urtg- 


= = 
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I ConnorrarnAgTV Th XW@ATO-. . The ſuper- 
7 abundant richcs of grace, that is but one part 
7 of this myſtcry, yet it 15 an extream excefſe , 
1 Why had not God revealed grace enough in 
] the former ages and in that preſent age, in 
z calling in the Gentiles, in converting fo many: 
7 thouſands at once > what a deal.ot that grace 
q had Paul himſclf, 1 Tim. 1. 14+ He faith, 
| that grace did ſuperabound to him, bctore he 
; writ to the Epheſians, and 1s there any more 
7 grace to be revealed ? Oh, yes herein lies 
i the myſtery of grace, that he hath reſerved 
4 exceeding riches of grace, tor the ages to come, 
' grace that never-ſaw light before, as it he had 
| yet a fuller magazine of riches of grace for the 
| Tatter ages, and unto this day, we fcc grace 
! running over all bounds on the Creatures. 
| And we may fay the like of every part of 
| godlineſſe; It is ſuch a vaſt body of light and 
| glory, that it can be ſeen by no eye in the. 
1 worldat once. God hath laid out every part 


» 


{In a diſtinct excellency : As when you go to 
* buy curious things at the Exchavge, there are 
| ſomany varieties, that you mult have one box 
1opened, then another, and by degrees ſee all 
2? their commodities ; Therefore you have it 
1{aid of the manifeſtations of God in the old 
{ Teſtament. 1. Heb. x. To\uut@ os mohuTewa- 
1705, God manfelted in his glory, by pn 
| | meal, 
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meal, and in divers ways and adminiſtrations, 
becauſe of the abundance of glory in it ſo not 
in the new Tefiament, theſe truths are ſet 
forth in divers adminiſtrations, divers opec- 
rations,and multitude of gifts z ſome have one 
gift, ſome another , and yet all but opening 
one and the ſame myſtery, in various and 
ſeveral ways 3 the whole varicty of diſpenſa- 
tions 1s called by the Apoſtle Peter, 1 Pet. 4. 
Io. The manifold wiſdome of God, or the 
wildome of &od variouſly manifeſted, one and 
the ſame wiſdome acted in feveral glories 
(Towikys.) And thus godlinefſe is a myſtery 
indeed, which hath ſuch manifold wiſdome 
in it, ſo highly, and diverſly, and ſuccefhively 
actcd. 

Fiftthly, A myſtery 15 put to expreſs the 
depth of knowledge, the profoundneſſe of 
any Science 3 it 15 knowledge unknown as it 
were unto the moſt, that which few know, or 
can dive into. It isnot the ſcum or froth of 
wit, but the height and depth. of wiſdomez 
to be known in myſteries is to be a man of lear- 


ning and knowledge, as we ſay: Thus 1s 
godlineſſe a myſtcry, that it hath the bottom © | 


and depth of all counſet and wiſdome in it 3 


in the contrivance of godlmefſe God acted 


his utmoſt and eternal wiſdome', and there 


you have the bottom of his heart turned up 3 
thele 


\ 


Myſtery of Gedlineſſe. 4D 


| theſe things that lay deep in the boundleſſe ſea 
| of cternity are brought in ſight unto our cycs 3 
/ the Apoſtles expreſſion of it 1s this, he broughe 
| life and immortality to light, through che 
} Goſpel, As if ſome man of rare parts ſhould 
: bring to knowledge ſome ſecret and ſirange 
] contrived plot ot great confcquence into a 
| ſtate; why by the Goſpel which is the ſylteme 
* of godlincfle, light, and immortality , the 
| greateſt things of molt infinite concernment 
- are brought to light 3 you read in the Curzxthi- 
* ans of the deep things of God which the Spirit 
reveals, 1 Cor. 2. (Tx £%y Ts ts ) theſe 
' deep things are nothing elſe but this myſtery 
of godlinefſe, which come out of the depth of 
wildom,and power,and love unto our fouls. 

In Roms. 11. the Apoſtle ſpeaking but of 
one part.of this myſtery in the rejecion of the 
| Jews, cries out in admiration, ( O £40G-) Oh 
| the depth both of the wiſdom and knowledge 
| of God, &c. godlinels 15 no ſhallow.thing, an 
| outſide of knowledge 3 but the very depth of 
wiſdom and knowledge, the word fignifies 
| a gulph that hath nobottom at all. 

There 1s not a part of godlineſs but you 
| muſt go back unto eternity to find its begin» 
ning, it contains the weighticſt and impor- 
| tant things of immortality and glory 3 the 
Elephant may ſwim in theſe ſtreams, the 

_ 
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foul may ſoon be drowned in wading info 
theſe waters, loſe his feet, and have the billows 
of immortality and unfearchable wiſdome 
overflow him ; godlinefſe contains things 
which reaſon cannot reach, which wit cannot 
expreſſe, which the vaſteſt underftanding 
cannot contain. Senſe is fwallowed up.zeafon; 
is non-pluſt while it deals with thoſe my- 
ſeries 3 the Apoſtle profcſſeth that they are 
ſo deep that none but the bleſſed ſpirit, who 
knows all things, can reveal themz yea, and 
he faiths that be ſearcheth the deep things, &C. 
As if they wcre-fſo decp that the Spiric it felt 
muſt {earch into them before he can know 


them 3 not but the Spirit knows all things,but - 


to exprefle unto us what myſterious things are 
in godlincile, 
Babylon in the Revelations is called a myſtery, 


becauſe of the. depth of deceit and: policy. 


whereby the ftands, Rev. 10.7. In-a word, 


whatcver 1s dark in it felt, or delivered in 


hidden and unuſual terms, that 1s called a my- 


ftery, whatever cannot be known but meeriy - 
by Revelation, Rom. 16. 25. - Thus is the . 
Golpel, and all Religion purely to be diſcover- . 
cd by the revelation ct the ſpirit of God 3 thus -- 
much of what the Word in its uſe imports; 1 : 


muſt apply this cre I go farther. 


Uſe 1, It may erve as a.reaſon to inforra | 


us, 


_ 
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us, why no more are acquainted with the 
Goſpel, it is a myſtery ;_ the moſt of men are 
igncrant of the ordinary, and the common 
principles of nature ; there are but a few of 
ttrong apprehenſions that can fathome them, 
but the things of Religion are- myſteries far 
above the reach of nature 3- no marvel it - the 
wiſe men, and the noble men -f the world are 
ſo fooliſh in theſe thiogs 3 for the Apoltle 
gives:the reaſon, Je ſpeak: the wiſdome of God: 
72 a myſtery, 1 Cor. 2. 7, the wiſdome of God 
is made: known in the Goſpel; and ina my- 
ſtery 3 what-is that z why it is vailed: 1n-out- 
ward, and poor, and low exprefſions, which 
all. their parts cannot ſce into. 

The Apoſile profeſſeth,, that no natural 
man can reach the meaning of them, 1 Cor. 2. 
£4.. *All the things of Chriſt. they are para- 
doxcs, {trange things to men. of great judge- 
ments1n the world ; and the reaſon is, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually to be diſcerned : (m1 wHo- 
Tit; X@41TX) this is a great objcion 
againſt many things of truth, ſuch great men 
and wile men can fee no reaſon for its it is no 
wonder, for they are mytteries : Thoſe whici 
will tnd out this riddle muſt plow with ano- 
| ther Heifer than ſenſe and reaſon, and natural 
endowments... Gcd..hath fo ordered that he 
| laath choſen the fooliſh things of the world, 
Bu : (KQTCH Ly) 
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K&T&%vvy )to confound the wilc things of the 
world. 1 Core Is 27. 
Therefore the Goſpel is called the wifdom 
of God, as oppoſite to the wiſdom of men 3 
And the Apoſtle faith potitively , that it was 
wildom in ſuch a myſtery that none of the 
Princes of this world knew Nay , the Spirit 
jecrs all the leauned of the world in this very 
thing, b:cauſe of their groſſe ignorance, ( 715 
60P2Þ ? ms VERUurTES £ Where is the 
Scribe? Whereis the wiſe ? Where is the diſÞu- 
zer ? hath not God made fooliſh the wiſdom of 
the world ? 1 Cor. 1. 20.(n1Ss SUCyTATES ) Chriflt 
he bleſſeth his Facher for this, that he had hid 
thelc things from the wiſe'and prndent,and re- 
vealed them unto babes, Mat. 11. 
Therg 1s a twofold knowledge of Religion £ 
A hiſtorical, or notional, and ſpiritual, and 
myſtical 3 the firſt, theſe which are moſt wiſe 
may come unto the moſt exa& knowledge of, 
as far as letters and words will expreſſe things, 
as much as outward CharaG@ers can expreſle 
inward hfez and they may know the true ſence 
and meaning of things in the Goſpel, according 
to what either the hiſtory, or the tenor of ſuch 
words will import, and have as real meaning 
of the wcrds as the beſt of Saints may have : 
But this is (herere in cortice) to ſtick at the 
rind, they can never ſpiritually fee into that 
| glorious 
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Myſtery of Godlineſſe. 43 
glorious myſtery which God intends by theſe 
expretlions. 

But this I would have all to note, though 


| the myſtery is more than can be expreft in 
| word,and there is a further glory hidden than 


15 expreſt in any ſentences divine, yet there 1s 


| no myſtery contrary to the very ſenſe aud 
| meaning of the*poſitive words of Scripture. 


O3j. So that if any ask how far the light 


; of humane reaſon can go in the finding out 


theſe great myſteries. 
Sol. T anſwer, No further than 'what the 


| ſenſe of words will bear, and the deductions, 


and concluſions from thence, (which yet may 


| be as true for the. notion as any knowledge 


which enlightned ſouls have) but into the inti- 
mate glory and nature of the thinfWehcm- 
ſelves, and Gods defign of love and glory 


' mthern, all the light of nature cannot ſce, for 
; they are ſpiritual things, though cloathed 


with.carthly forms, and expretling themſclves 
by earthly mediums, and they are tobe judged 
in their own nature, and their own light. 
(TIV*UAdT 14.015 TVEUURTO OUYKEAOvTES) judging 
ſpiritual things by ſpiritual , as the Sun mutt 
be tried by its own light, not, by the Stars or 


; acandlez forexample, ſuppoſe a mans foul be 


affected with joy or grief, or taken up with 


| apprehenſions of ſome high nature, and it 


breaks 
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breaks forth in words or writing to expreſſe ® 
tis, any man which hath reaſon can tell what ? 
 thewords mean, and fo gives judgment of 2 


44 


his workings: But to (ce intimately how that 


*.3 
F 
4 


foul works, how the ſpirits How up and down ' 


in the workings of the ſoul on thoſe appre- 


hentions, none can imagine but one that is * 


poſſett with the very ſame patlitn, and can go- , 


as it were purely into ſuch a ſoul; ſo may I 


fay of al the myſtery of the Goſpel, the found” | 


of words, the lenſe of things which they hold- | 


forth, nature may fee, reaſon may apprehend : 
But to behold the ſpiritual glory and beauty 
of God in theſe above all things elſe, none but 
the ſpiritual-man, .one who hath his heart in 
the boſom of thoſe glories, can ſee. Therefore 
the le prays for the Epheſians, Epheſ- 1. 


enlightned, they might know, &c. | 
Uſe'2, What cauſe haſt thou to bleſs God 
for ever, -who haſt 'any thing of this myſtcry 
made known to thee ? It was hid from ages 
and generations of men, and hath God revea- 


led it in any meaſure to thy poor foul : Oi ' 
what a deal of wonder ſhould it raiſe in thy - | 
hearr, It isas a great myſtery, to reveal this: 


x7, 18, That they might have the- Spirit of 
wiſdom and revelation, in the knowledge: 
of him, the eyes of their underſtanding being + * 


in thee, as the things. theniclves. CO hold . | 


forth, 
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$ forth, Thc Apoſtle to the Coloſſians, magnihes 
{ the diſpenſation of it, 1 Col. 26, 27. And 
2 he calls it the riches of the glory of the myſtery, 
7 which is, Chriſt inyou. This myſtery holds 
' forth the unſcarchable riches of Chritt to the 
© poor ſoul: Oh, men do nct know what a 
mercy it 1s, to have a revelation of this glort= 
' ous: Chriſt, in ſuch a myfery, in their own 
+ fonls; that muſt needs be a glorious mercy, 
whicir Chriſt doth ſo heartily thank his Fathut 
' for, M4. 12, 

There 1s not ſuch an expre/tion in all the 
: Scripture again ,. where Chriit doth fo ex» 
; preſly thank his Father, as: for the revelation. 
. of theſe great things to poor ſouls, 

Gadmight have ſhut up - thee in blindneſſe 
with the. world, given thee only :parts and 
gifts.in the. world, heightned thy'underſtand-= 
Ing,to have contemplated theſectets of Nature, 
and it had bomn-a :great mercy," ' or" moſt 
might have enlightned: thy reaſon, to have 
taken-in the outward: riotion -of the Goſpel : 
- But hath he revealed Chriſt in thee, let thee 
kece into the wanders of glory,which no tongue 
can, exprefle, and given-thee the-Hght' of 
Glory in thy heart» Oh, hoy tg ul 
ſoul be ravyhed with the riches of God'; F, love 
£0 thee?” -; < 

3+ Uſe, If Religion be a Py * - hew 
ſhould 
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ſhould we wait on God for the manifeſtation 
of every truth of it : when we come to hear 
the Goſpel, we ſhould come as to myſteries, 
lay down our own carnal reafon and unbelict, 
and lcok for God to teach us, and to reveal 
ais own glory in us. 

There 1s a two-fold vail muſt be taken a- 


way, the one trom our eycs,and the other from! 


the things themſelves. 

”, I. God muſt open divine truths to us in 
their own Nature; there is a vail that lies on 
fthem, 232. the darkneſſe of the expreſſion of 


xhem nay, the reſplendentnc(s and exceeding, | 


ory of truth in its ſelf, js as a vail before it, 
yas the glory of the Sun is as a vail unto it, 
that we cannot look ſtedfaſtly on it to behold 
its Natyre. ,'Now, God muſt remove all vails 
from godlineſs, and make 'its glory taking 
xunto us, and not only:ſo;. Bue 

(2+ The, vail matt; be taken of from our 


eEyes3 though theſe things:were never ſo light- , 


{ome, . yet if we are blind, it is all one to us : 
Tight and darkneſs is at one with a blind:man, 
The, Apoſtle faith of the -Jewes-, that when 
Miſes, was read, there: was: a-uail on Hig face } 
Hey ;couſd pot; {ce thorough! theſe outward 
hadows,; the living fabſtance; Jeſus Chriſt 
but the reafon was, becauſe the vail* was bn 
their hearts, .. But-when thi vail is taken off, 
- + ra then 
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© then we behold with open facethe glory of Go, as 
Jix aglaſſe. 2 Cor. 3. ult- 
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Men firive to exccll in knowledge in the 


* { world, to dive into things that are not com- 
* mon, which others underitiand not. Oh Bre- 
' thren, here 15 knowledge indeed, to compre» 
| hend this myſtery of godlinelſs. 


LY 4 


I. In the knowing, this a man comes to be 


{ privy to all God's etcrnal plots and defigus 


| of love and grace unto the world. 


2, Souls which behold this myſtery, they, lee 


| their own perſons, and happineis wrapped up 
' nit; forit13a myſtery for us, and in us. 


3+: In knowing'this, a ſoul is able to recoys 
cile all contradiftions ,, both in himſelf and 


| the world, tor they all have their reaſon here, 
| which in Nature arcabſurdities. 


-. 4+, There is no way to take thy heart, or 


' work: on:thy ſoul. by. any truth;, but as .thoy 


{cf in.the hidden and, myſterious excellency 


| of itz all outward..apprehenſions, of; divine 


| things will go no farther. theg the outward 


mans * 1 ; , k F 1% 


- I > 


words -when he-was to ſpetk' of fuch dee 


_ the Spirit. 


{ | knbw ingencral,that all that is ſpoken of here 
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© 1 Timm. 3. I6, | 
' God manifeſted in the Fleſh,Ge. -. | 
wherein the Apoſtle *layes down the' | 


#-fioreatnefſe of the Myſtery of godlineſſe 3 | 
he might well elevate his voice; and accent his | 


Þ: he now come to: theſe ' particulars , 


"FAR 


things's to'call it 4 great wyttry. | Godlnels 
in 'penerdl is a jtery, and' every thibg'cons! 
tained inf 4t,” grace and the a@ings'of fo miny' | 
myieries. -' But here indeed Hes the (greatucſſe 
of the myſtery, that is paſling all knowledge, | 
that God is manifeficd in the fleſh, juſtified 1n 


—_—— 


A 


So that the Apoſtle fummes up all the my- 
ftery of godlinels in theſe fix particulars =, | 
Before I come to handle each difiindly, | 


IB | 
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in thiz myſterious enumeration of particulars, 
it is ſpoken-of, in reference to Jeſus Chrift, he 
is the ſumme and ſubjed of it. For Go4 mani- 
fejted i the fleſh, was no other then Chriit, 
who was alſo juſtified inthe ſpirit, an4 won9 is 
Preached unto the Gentiles, aud who is believed 
#3 i the World, &c. They all arc fo many 
. ſeveral openings of Chrift according to the 
| ſeveral ways he may be apprehendel1. 
5 Ciriſt is the myſtery wrapt up in all the 
| myſteries of the Golpelz hz comprehends ail 
| the circumference of godlincſs; he is the ſcope 
| of all the Scriptures, the Pearl hid in the large 
| Ficld of Gods word. Every line is drawn 
| him, as the centre, all things and perſoas in 
| the old world were types of him, all the Pro- 
| phets prophehed of him, all the New Teſta- 
\ ment ſpeaks of him, all the Saiats are joyn'd 
to him, all Gods love runs through him , all 
| graces and gitts flow trom him, the wholz eye 
of God 1s upon him, his grcat detigns in 
Heaven and Earth meet in him as man is an 
Epitome of the whole world, fo is Chriſt of all 
religion. 'Eph.1.10. There is an && (£PXXEVIIS, 
| a {umming up of all things mm Heaven and 
Earth,in Jelus Thrilt. It you look on the Crex- 
| tion, the world was made by Chrilt, Cel. 1. 
| 15, 16, 17. on evidences, all things ſabhfi in 
| Chrilt, have their being and well being in 
Lins 
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him: It you eye what 1s the end of all things, 3 
why it is Chriſt ; all chings made for him : 3 
Lcok again how all things are redeemed, * 
. why,God was in Chriſt,reconciling the world, 
2 Cor. 6. Will you know where to find God ? 
why,he was in Chriſt.” Will you know what is |* 
Heaven 2? it 15s to be with Chriſt 3 Phzl. 1. | 
Whence comes the ſpirit but from Chriſt. | 
What doth the ſpirit do in the World ? He 

ſhall gloxitie Chriſt, for he ſhall take of mine, # 
Foh. 16. What is the ſubjc& of the Old and # 
New Teſtament , but a Chriſt to come, and * 
come ? What is the end of preaching, but to * 
bring men to Chrili? What uſe of ordinances, | 


but to ſet forth Chriſt? Chriſt is the great 


center between Heaven and Earth, God, An» |; 


gels, Men, and all creatures-mcet in him, and 


arc all vertually in him. What is in the Saints, |: 
but Chriſt? What do the Saints love and | 
bclieve in, but Chriſt ? He is the fulnefſe of ; 


him that fills all in all. Epheſ. 1. lt. 


.'Ofe. Let all creatures fiand and gaze, and | 
wonder and admire at Jeſus Chriſt, he is the | 


great wonder of knowledge. Oh, how ſhould 
all our hearts be contracted in-the bcholding 
Jeſus Chrift? What delight ſhould ſouls take 
in the ſtudying of this Chriſt? Saints turn 
your eyes on the Lord, and ſee his glory. 
Whatever you know in the world, labour to 


know | 


yo mn 
%, 3276 
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know him ; He 15 the myſtery of all the glory of 
God. When thou hatt ſought over all the world, 
all the Gofpel, thou ſhalt nnd God laying out 
nothing but Chriſt, all rclations are founded in 
Chritt, all excellencics are gathered up in him, 
as beans in the Sun. Come poor ſoul, whoſe 
eyes run to and fro the world to tind comforts 
and happincſle, caſt thy eye back, and ſee Hea- 
ven and Earth in one, and look what ever thy 
vaſt thoughts can fancie, not only to bein this 
world, but in the, world to come 3 or if thou 
canſt imagine more variety, fſce that, and in- 
finitely more ſhining; forth from the perſon of 
the Lord Jelus. Miniſters muſt cry up Chrilt 3 
Saints muſt adore him, Angelz muſt ftand a- 
mazed at him, all creatures muſt vail all their 
glory to him : Here is an 0bj-& of love,a com- 
pendium of all glories z herc is one for a heart 
fo be taken with, that is made of nothing but 
of leveral myſteries of glory. 
Well might the Apolile, 1 Cor. 2. 2, Phil. 
3. defire to know nothing but Jeſus Chriit ; 
to account all things but dung for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Chiriit, he knew 
all things in him, | 
Oh what mad men are finners, which rc-<& 
this Chritt, they flight all at once; nothing, 18 
ever to be had without Citiſt, nothing but 
in Chriſt, Why ſtand you gazing vp the toys 
D-2 Ct 
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of this world, when ſuch a Chrift is offered 
you in the Goſpel? Can the world die tor 
you ? can the world bring God to you ? .catt 
the world advance you to Heaven ? 

Oh, let all cry out, none but Chriſt, ſiudy 
nothing but Chriſt, go to nothing but Chriſt, 
admire nothing but Chritt; as he 15 the ſumme 
and ſubſtance of all things, ſo let him be the 
full and compleat ſubjc& of your Faith and 
Love, and Joyes and Delights 3 the more you 
fee him, the more your hearts will be' loſt in 
love to him you may ſee Every day new my- 


fteries of Love and Beauty 1n Jeſus Chriſt,new 


depths of wiſdom and fulnefle.” Oh how could 
the Apoſtle chooſe when * te * thought of 
Chriſt, but break ont as he did : Let them be 
Anathema Maranatha, that love not theLord 
Jeſus. Curſed for ever be thoſe fouls ,' that 
cannot love ſuch a Chriſt 3 - there can'be no 
curſe too dreadful. 
But ſo much only in the general, which yet 
is worth your obſervation. | 
The particulars in themſelves are ſo glori- 
ous, as they dazle my eyes; ſomething might 
be ſaid of them, but the depth and glory of 
them, can never be expreſt. 
; __ Tobegin with the firſt. 
\ «+ God manifeſt in the fleſh. 
E This is the bottom of all the myferzes in 
| the 
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the Goſpel 3 cvery word ſpeaks Paradoxes, 
God manitefted 1s wonderful z tor no man 
ever ſaw God at any time 3 But God manifetcd 
in fleſh, that is a contradictions it is more 
abſurd to natur2, then to ſay, a ſpirit i5fleth ; 
God hath gone bzyond us exceedingly in the 
work of our own ſalvation yet becauſe that 
the thing is made known, we muſt pry into 
the myftery of it, and of all the myſteries in the 
Goſpel, this is the firſt and greateſt, the 
foundation of all the reſt, In the opening of it, 
we muſt obſerve 3 


. 1... What is meant by:Ged. 
' 2, What by God manifeſted. 
3. What by fleſh, and the manifeſtation 
in fleſh. 
4. How God hath manifeſted himſelf 
in fleſh. 
5. The eminency of this manifeſtation 
above all other. 
6. The myſtery of all this. 


For the firſt : By God, is not meant God 
eflentially , the very God-head indefinitely, 
but God perſonally in ſuch aperſon 3 though 
the whole God-head be included, yet it is ma- 
nifeſted but in one Perſon ; to wit, the ſccond 
Perſon Jeſus Chritt , becauſe all actions are 

- D 3 done 
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done by Perſons, not by Naturcs: Therefore 
this is a manifeſtation of God in his own 
Son. God's eflſence was never manifeſted, no 
man ever {aw God, only, the onely begotten 
50Nn. |; | 
He that came out of his boſlome to reveal 


him : And this is none other, but an exact 


deſcription of Chriſt, which is, Gogd manifyt 
22 the fleſh. : | | 

Now ſecondly. by God 1s ciot batcly meant 
27: apparition ot God in fleſh, which he meant 
to lay down again upon an occaſion 3 but as 
the word fignthes paflively , conſpicuus faitns 
ct 71 carae, 15 1nade known and clear to us 7# 
fc. This manifeſtation notes not a tranſient 
mew of God'to us, but a clear and-coanſtant de- 
monftration of God, and the only great and 
glorious firſt way of the manifeſting, God unto 
as, as the word fignihes, a making of a thing 
© ſhine as the Sun to our eyes;that convinceth 
every man, of what he fceth : And this not 
only as a glimpſe of God, which was very 
glorious, and fo away butas thecleareſt and 
rictelt way of diſcovery, that ever was, or 
ſhould be in this world. | | 

But thirdly, What this fleſh ſhould be is a 
myſtery. Fleſh 1s taken ſeveral wayes in-Scrip- 
fires 

Firſt, For (in, and its ſinful Nature we haves 

See 
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See the laſts of the fleſh, that cannot be 
here meant, God hath made no appearance of 
himſelt in fin. 

Secondly,, Fleſh taken for our humane . 
Nature. | 

All fleſh have corrupted their ways 3 Ger. 
6. Thut 15s, all men, their Natures are defiled. 
So Rem. 7- 1n my fleſh, dwels no good thing, 
that is, in my Nature, either in foul or body, 
or both. 

Thirdly, Fleſh is commonly taken for the 
weakneſs and infirmities of that Nature A! 
fleſh is graſs , and the glory of the flower. 1 
Pct. I. 

And the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking of the Egyp- 
tia Horſes, tells yon, that they are fleſh and 
not ſpirit, it 1s weak and not ſtrong. $0 
that, 

Fourthly, How hath God manifefled him- 
ſelf in fleſh, not in the firſt ſence, but the two 
latter, in appearing in 0::r Nature, in taking 
our infirmities and wcaknels, ſatable unto 
that Nature, (fin {till excepted.) And what is 
here called the manifeſtation of God in fleſh, 
15 in other Scriptures parallel explain'd. As 
he is ſaid to be Immanuel, God with us. Mat. 
2, How can that be, but only becauſe of be- 
ing in the fame common Nature with us. Ir 
is faid , the word was made fleſh . and dwelt 
Ds4 among 
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emong us. 1 Fohn 14- it is the fame phraſe 
with thisz fir the word was God, v. 1. And 
yet it was made fleſh, not that there was any 
tranſinuration of God into fleſh, that was 


blaſphemy, but only by reaſon of the union of | 


A:th to him who was God. 

This is farther exprcſt in the Apoſtle to the 
Hebrews, Heb. 2, 16. He took not on him 
the Nature of Angcls, but the ſced of Abr- 
ham. ( &niAaufaveTa) He aſſumed not to 


hin (lf; that 3 is, God didnot maniterc him- 


{:]t, or appzared in any Angelical Nature, 
bat in the Nature of men, and was made mm 
all things Uke unto us, {in only excepted. 
There is another clear place, Phil. 2. 6, 7, 
S. Which the Apotile urgeth about the man- 
ncr of this diſcovery, that Chriſt, though he 
were nn the ferm of God, and thought it no 
1GDMy ( that is, did God no wrong to lay 
tie was qual with him ) yct aſſumed or took 
on him, or appearcd in the form or the like- 
nefſe of a ſervant, it is our Nature which was 
in fubjection and ſcrvitude unto God.. 
_ So that now this manifeſtation of God in 
fleſh, is to other then God in the ſecond per- 
(cn, aſſuming to himfſelt the humane Nature, 


and ſo revealing” himſelf to men, ſutably to 


their condition 3. and this is Chriſt, This 
maniteſtation is en ct of Gods aſſumption 
ot 
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of our Nature z ſo that this expreſſion literally 
imports : 

I. The aſſuming of our Nature, and the 
union with God 3 God taking up us to himſclt 
as one, in our common Nature. | 

The fall diſcovery of God to us, in our, 
own Nature, God acting torth his glory in 
our own fleſh. E 

And all this is ſtill but to denote out Chriſt, 
who is the perſon ſet forth in the Goſpel, who 
was with God, and was God, and dwelt 
among us, as the Apolile faith, that is, took 
up his Tabernacle of fleſh in our Nature , 
thereby to converle with us; Yet many would 
fain wreſt this Scripture from the perſon of 
Chriſt 3 tor ſome ot the old Interpreters, as 
Bezz o:Mfervesz leave out (8:G-) and put in 
only (0) quod m enifeſte eſt ) omit God, and put 
in which myſtery manitefted in fleſh , thereby 
to take oft the glory of Chriſt as God. Eraſm. 
by flcſh, here he underſtands the whole world, 
and by manifeltation the Goſpel intunating 
that this is the myſtery, that God ſhould b- 
manifeſted to the world; but that is contrary 
unto this place, for he afterwards {peaks of the 
Preaching of it to:the Gentiles, that ts, to the 
whole world. | 

It is doubtlefſe ,. meant of God as m our 
Nature, making up the perſon of Jetus Chrilt ; 
ESA D 5 an 
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and this will yet appcarif you conſiderthe 
4. Thing 3 that this was the greateſt tr a 1- 
feftation of God, that ever was 3 God was 
manifeſted in nothing like this 3. for look firſt 
over the manifeſtation of God in the firfi 


cication, there was but only ſome outlide of | 


God's glory diſcovered; nothing of Gods 
Nature : The whole world never ſaw what 
God was, truly by that : Indeed the Apolile 


Qith, Row. 7. . That the inviſible things of 


God, were known . by the things that are 
made, even God's cternal power and wiſ- 
dome ; but thefe were manitefted in an ordi- 


nary and. common way 3 as a Picture ſhewes- 


the art of the Pajnter, but yet you may not 


know his perſon. . But in this, God himſelf is. | 


manifeſted 3 for fixft, here is not only ſo much 
of God maniteſted, as humane nature 1t ſelf 
could demonſtrate, for then it-had been a poor 


manifeſtation of God, who can ſee God, in. 


ſeeing all the men in the world, or in all the 
Saints in the world, in their fleſh 3 but it ſets 
out a ſpecial way of aſſumption of our Nature. 
unto the perſon of Chriſt, who was God: ma-. 
king theſe two natures, but one perſon. 
2. This manifeſtation was in union of fleſh 
in the neareſt way to God himſelf ; not as a 
lanthorn to. hold the light only of God's 
glory ; but as cn 1atire perſon, to: repecſent 
waar 
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what God is in himſelf; al! the whole world 
was never united to God before, though God 
did maniteſt ſome thing to or Nature, as to. 
Adam, yet God did never unite any creature 
to himſclf before, and though God was mani- 
tett to fleſh, yet never 1n fleſh before 3 that 1s 
the great myſtery. God is manifeſt to his 
Szints, but he 15 not manifeſted in the fleſh or 
in the Nature of any but Jcſus Chriſt. This 
15 fo great a maniteſtation, as that God is 
becom2 man, as it were by reaſon of the union 
of their Natures ; the word was made fleſh, and 
dwelt among us 3, as it God had relinquithed 
his own Name and Nature, and loſt himſelf 
in our Nature; he was found 1n the form of 
a ſervant. Now let us but think what a mani= 
feſtation of God this muſt be, which 15 God 
not only letting forth himſelf in a way of 
communication , but God in union with the 
ſame Nature which we arc in : Thercfore 
Chriſt is called the exprels image of the perſon 
of the Father, not an image as he was the ſe- 
cond perſon meerly 3 for ſo he was not the 1- 
mage, but God himſelf; but an image, becauſe 
in that union of our Nature with God, there 
was the cxactelt diſcovery of God himſelt, as 
poſſible could be to the creature, 2 Cor.3. lt. 
Therefore Chriſt is called a gjaſs, wherein. a 
man may with open face, behold the bright glory 
of G-4, Put | BT _ 


? 
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God manifetied in the fleſh ? how 15 that pol- 
tible > flcſh hides God, he is of a ſpiritual 
N.tures it isas much as to fay the Sun mani- 
tetied in a cloud , or light maniteft in dark- 
nfs I confeſs, my heart could rather ſtand 
ad admire, then ſpeak any thing more, What 
ever is a medium of conveyance of any thing 
ia Nature, muſt be proportion'd unto the 
thing it diſcovers as tae air, not a mud wall 
conveys the light of the Sun to us3 fleſh and 
God 3 what proportion 1s there between them 
Jet ticſh be but thought, God muſt needs be 
forgotten, for they are at an infinite diſtance , 
yea, ccntrary 3 yet this is the myftery.. 

I. God not only ſetting out himſclf 
through flcſh 1a a tranſient way, ſhining 
through it, but being made fleſh, being one 
with ficſh. 

2, Not in innocent Nature, but in the like- 
neſs of ſinful Nature, Rom. 8. 3. To manitc 
himſelf in the flcth of Rebels and Traytours, 
and honour that fleſh which had fo ſinned , 
and was fo polluted : thisis a myſtery. 

3. Toact in this Nature in the world, to 
dye, and be deſpiſed, and ſufer the utmoſk 
contradiction of Sinne1s,who is able to fathom 
the depth of this myftery? As one faith of the 
Triaity , they WEre Jute thee ſiſters, which 
=_ | pun 


|&-/ 


6. How great muſt this myſtery necds be 3 | 
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ſpun one piece of a garment, and orely one 
wears it; {o had all theſe three an hand in 
the making of this Nature, but only Chriſt 
the ſecond Perſon wears it, and all their glory 
is laid out in it 3 how one Perſon could be God 
and Man > tow God ſhould be put to death 
Mn ouvr-Nature to reconcile uz to himſelf, fleſh 
filled with the fulneſs of God, is beyond: thre 
apprehenſion of Men and Angels to dcclarc. 
But we may tell that it is ſo, and admire it 
as-we ſp:ak. Bleſſcdneſs to be made a curſe, 
Heaven let down into Hell, the God of itz 
world ſhutting himſelf up, as it were in a 
body, the invitible God made viſible to ſenſe ; 
he which hath all things in Hcaven and Earth 
at his command,not have a houſe in the world; 
glory it {clt of no comelinefſe ; What ſhaſl 
I ſay, all things become nothing, making it 
ſelf cf no reputation? -And a thouſand more 
ſuch Paradoxes are wrapt up in this one' ex- 
prelfion. Oh how great a depth is in this 
glorious dehign of God 3 he was maniteſted to 
Adam , to Myſes, and many others; but 
_ was . his utmoſt manitcftation in our 
clh. 

For the nature of this m3nifeſtation, know : 

I. It is not a bare maniteſtation of ſome 
attributes of God, but it is a manifeſtation of 
God in his own ngture 3 the fullncfſe of = 
: OD Gods 
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___ God-head dwelt in Chritt bodily or really, | '_ F 
| Col. 2, Not that God 1s circumſcribed in our | AictT 
| Naturc,but that the God-head it {elt is united Nat 
| to Chriſis body, and dwels1n it, fills it, and this 


abides upon him. | 0 

2. Neither is it a manifeſtation of God ah- _ . Þ1s 
ſolutely , as in himfelt ; but as in order to of | 
reconciliation and falvation of ſouls. For God 4 
might have been manifeſted elfe in our fleſh fav 
to have conſumed us : But as the Apoſtle ns 


faith , God was in Chriſt, recoxciling the World _ aw 
zo himſelf. That 'is, God was-1n Chriſts wil 
Nature, as a God in order to the reconciling | 


poor ſouls; and this 15 the great myſtery. God ſuc 
was offended by our Nature, and God takes thc 
thit Nature on himſelf, to reconcile us to W3 
himſelf, by himſelf. God himſelf will pay be 
the price out of his own glory, for our offen- tel 
ccs only aſſumes our Nature, (as if it ſhould Sp 
be thought to a& it out for us) and joyns it to - ſa, 
his Son, and ca!ls that Chriſt, and this is the of 
Goſpel notion of Chriſt, God manifeſt in Wt 
fleſh, in order to the reconciliation. of poor . T8 
ſouls. Thus God muſt ſatishe himſelf, and. In 
ſave us, himſelf only takes our Nature to'do 

Itin, and calls it Chriſt a Saviour, when it 1s 

none other then God himfeli in our Nature, 


ac 
£. 
tranſacting our peace. | | h; 
This mavifeſtation 15 a peculiar one, F s -M 
Firit, 
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\- Firſt,God was never manifeſted as one with 
ficſh before 3 he was not one with Adam's 
Natare, or with any of the fix{t Creation 3 bur 
this 15a manifeſtation of ownnels. 

Secondly, God never manifeſted himſelf in 
| his God-head before,in ſuch a manner : many 
of his glorious Attributes were ſeen and diſco- 
vered, as his wiſdom, power > But no man 
ſaw God at any time, the only begotten Son 
revealed him, and the fulneſſe of the God-head 
dwelt in-no Nature bodily, but in our Nature 

which Chriſt had. . 

Thirdly, God never manifeſted himſelt in 
ſuch a ſtrain of love, as in our fl:ſh;, It was 
the higheſt manifeſtation ot Love, that ever 
was, that God loved our very Nature fo, as to 
be one with-us3 herein was his love mani- 
felted, and commended indeed, that he would 
come down i in our Nature:to us. And as one 
faid well, God did fo love the very Nature 
of his Elect; that though he had thein not all 
with hinz in Heaven for the preſent, yet he 
muſt have their pi&ure, of their own Nature 
in-his Son; to fee them In, and love them. 

I. Uſe. Then here is ſtill ground of new 
admiration and wonder to ſouls 3 God is 
come down, and hath left as it were his own 
habitation, to dwell among the ſons of 
men ; This 1s the firſt and great myſfery of the 
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64. The Greatneſſe of the 
Goſpe!. God out of infinite goodneſs, would 


make a revelation of himſcelt to the world ; to | 
do it in his pure glory,would conſume all feſh, | 


eſpecially ſecing it was to be a manifeſtation 
unto ſinners z but he cloaths himſelf with fleſh, 


- with our own Nature, and fo appears fo us, | 
a$an infinite love and ſweetneſs : z there be ma- 


ny great defigns in this one. 

I: By this he takes away the diſtance hk 
tween his majeſty and us, for he 1s now be- 
come Immanuel, God with us, The thoughts 
of God would have been ſufficient terror 3 we 
could never have come nigh God, for we 
were infinitely below him. But now, Gods 
taking up our Nature as one with himſelf, and 
appearing as in our own form and likeneſſe, 
hath broken down the wall of partition in Na- 
ture, as that which takes away the dreadful 
nature: of Gods glory , yet reflects the-real 
{weetnels of it to us. 

2. By this, God wonld indear and ſwceten 
himſelf to his poor creature, and fit a way 
of {ſweet converſe with us 3 if God had mant- 
feſted himſ{dlf in his own naked glory, Kill 
while we are ſinners , we ſhould not only: be 


daz'led, but ſhrunk up to nothing 3 to ſee the * 


Sun as it ſhines in its own luſtre, would "ou 
the fight of the firongeſt eye. 

But t look upon it, as an EC lipſe in water; 
« Or 
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! or through a glaſſe, that is not cftenfive; to 
conſider God in himſelf, is to have our fouls 
ſwallowed up, but tolook on God' in our na- 
ture, brings down his glory. to our eye, and 
wocs: us to behold it. 
3. By this God hath raiſed up a ſtatue and 
viſible monument of his own infinite love to 
his Elc& for ever: For rather then they ſhall 
want a ſutable diſcovery of himſclf, he wil 
come and take up their. own nature, and be 
called aftcr their names, as 18 he would be any 
thing to ſkew his love. This 1s the fulleft 
viſible demonſtration of Gods love that ever 
was : It was more for. God to take our nature, 
then ſimply to ſave us, more then let out a 
bare mercy, and grace,in it ſelf. For a King 
to ſave a murtherer from the Gallowes by his 
own prerogative; and diſpence with the Law, 
1s not ſuch an at. of love and mercy, as to take 
the murtherers cloaths, and wear them as his 
richeſt livery, and give as a mark of honour, 
to his own Son, and to make an honourable 
order of the rags of that garment-, as that 
King did of a Garter, God hath done more 
in taking our Nature z what love was this, that 
God will beno more God, as it were ſumply, 
but take up another Nature, rather then the 
brightneſle of his own glory ſhall undo us. 
4. By this God would ſhew what:he means 
to 
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to bring us unto 3 he took our nature up to 
himſelt, as a pattern. or type of what he would 


our likeneſle, to bring us up into his likeneſſe, 
Nature was never ſo advanced it is the higheſt 


_—_— 
© 


| $4 


bring all Saints untoz God is come down in- 


glory that is poſſible to be put upon nature, | 


it is more then to fill all our ſouls with a ful- 


nefſe of Grace; forour nature is united in a 


perſonal union with the ſecond perſon, then | 


which there cannot” be more glory. What a | 


fair ftep is now nude. for the bringing the per- 
fon up to the enjoyment of God. 

Oh, Ict none ſay now, that God 1s not 
willing to fave ſouls who is come down fo low, 
a5'to live among uszfay not who ſhall go up to 
Heaven to bring: down God, or down unto 
the deeps to fetth him up. God is nigh you, 


- even in your own fleſh : You may but turn 


about, and ſee God manifeſted to your own 
eyes3 we preach not fancy, when we lay out 
the riches of Gods glory in love and mercy- 
But as the Apoſtle ſaith, what we have ſeen, 
and what we have felt and taſted , that we 
declare unto you, 1 Fohn 1. 1, 2, 3: Say not 


unbeleeving ſoul, how ſhall I come nigh God 


why God is come to thee, he dwells in the 
Tabernacles of men. Ina word,God is mani- 
feſted in our fl:h, that our fleſh may be taken 
up into his fulneſs. | 


SER M- 
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SERM, IV, 


x Tim. 3. 16. 
God manifefied in the fleſh, &c. 


Made an entrance on this the laſt day, 

"' but there are new myſteries yet ariſing, 
an no ſooner doth', one diſcovery paſſe 
but another comes on; this bottomleſs depth 
of Gods glory in the Goſpel can be ſounded 
by none but God himſelf ; we hayg ſome 
manifeſtations of it.” and that in fleſh; or clſec 
we had never imagined what thoughts God 
had towards his poor Creatures ; beſides what 
hath been ſpoken as to the opening of the 
words, {till this muſt be taken in, That it is 
not God in fleſh my ftically,but prſonally : Or 
elſe thus, It isnot meant of God manifcſied 
in fleſh, that is, in the whole myſtical body of 
Chriſt, the Saints: But only' God aſſuming 
our nature into the unien of Chriſts perſon, 
| and 
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and this had need to be obſerved, becauſe all | 


theſe places, where it .i5 ſaid, that it pleaſed 
the Father that in him all fulneſs ſhould dwell, 


Col. 1. 19. and that the fulneſs of the God-head | 


drelt in him bodily, Col. 2. and this place is 


ipoken of Chrift myſtically, or in his body, 


0t perſonally, intimating that God dwels m 
the fleſh of the Saints, as much as in the hu- 
mane nature of Jeſus Chriſt 3 and thac there 


15 no gthex difiinction.than.of head aud mem- | 


Now to clear up this to you, I hall not | 


need to go farther than this verſe, _ W 
' I, This is ſpoken of a thing that. is.already 
done z, God.is,or was manifeſted in fleſh.z .now 
if it were meant of the whole myſtical body of 
Chriſt, it muſt have been ſaid God will mani- 
feſt himſelf in fleſh 3 for all that body. is not 
yet male. up ,. are, not capable of any ſuch 
manifeſtation, thoyſands of them. being yet 
Sr FS 

2. God that js manifeſted in fleſh, is juſti- 
fied in ſpirit,and ſeen of Angels, and preached 
unto the Gentiles, and beleeved on in the 
world, and received up to gloryz now none 
will be ſo grofly ignorant as to attribute this 
to Saints 3. Saints are not preached to the Gene 
tiles, nor believed on in the world, nor yet all 
received up to glory, | | 


3. God 
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2, God as manifeſt in fleſh, did die in that 
ficſh, was craucihcd to make atonement for tin, 
tor this was a manifetiation in order unto re- 
conciliation; now who will ſay,that the bodics 
of the Saints did die, and were: oftered up in 
ſacritice, and did make our peac2 with God, 
which they muſt be ſaid to do, . if the 
mcaning ot the phraſe. be according to that 
interpretation. 

We tad need be wary in the letting out our 
thoughts on the Scripture, and faſtening in- 
terpretation of things, ſeeing lueh irange con- 
kequences may follow. 

And cſpecially take heed of advancing Saints 
ſo as to Ieflen Chriti 3 he muſt hav? the prehe- 
minence above Szints and Angels 3; and kno. 
that there is not only a diſtinction between 
Chriſt and Saints mcerly as heid and mcm- 
bers, but a diſtin&tion of them in regard of 
their perſons 3 for Chriſt is a head, in regard 
of his perton, as the husband is the head ot his 
wite, and though they be one body, yet he 15 a 
diſtinct perſon, and hach thoſe incommunica- 
ble prerogatives that cannot be appropriated 
either to Saints ſingly, or as his body. 

Gods manifeſtation to the fleſh of Saints, is 
at ſecond hand through Chriſt, of his fulncſle, 
that 15, of that fulneſſe which reſides eminently 
and diltindly inhis perſon, they reccive grace 

tor 
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for grace. Indecd God is ſaid to dwell in us, Br 


and we in God? but how? not as God dwcls 
in Chriſt, but becauſe he dwels in us by his 
own nature, and we by vnion with Chriſt pars 
tak? of that fulneſs, according to our mcafure. 
God dwels in Chriſt immediately,and as a God 
he dwels in us through Jeſus Chriſt, Chriſt 
Ictting, out part of that tulneſſe on our hearts. 
And thus God was pleaſed that in him all 


tulneſfſe ſhould dwcil, and by him to reconcile | 


all things to himſclt, rhat in all things he 
might have the preheminence, and that his 
pcrion might be diſtin&tly admired-above all 
Creaturcs. 

The difference of Gods manifeſting himſelf 
in fleh, that is, in Chrifts humane nature, and 
ours, lies in this, that this manifeſtation was as 
In an ordinance of lite and ſalvation, making 
that perſon which had oar nature the great 
conveyer of eternal peace and comfort through 
that fleſh; fo the Apoſtle, Col. 1. 22. In the 
body of his fleſh, through death, he1s to pre - 
ſent us blamelefſe and ſpotleſſe to his Father 3 
wherefore (ith the Apoſtle again, Heb. 2. 
17. It became him in all things to be made 
like his brethren, that he might be a merct- 
ful high Prieſt, &c. that is, that he might 
be fit to convey lite and falyvation to poor 
fouls, | 


But 
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But Gods manitctiation in the fleſh, or per- 
| tons of the Saints, 1s as into ſeveral Ciſterns 
which lic under the fountain to receive their 
proportion : God manifeſting himſelt 1n 
Chritis fleſh 15 as of a fulnc(s to fill all 3 but in 
the perſon of the Saints it is but of ſeveral 
degrees and meaſures in order to a fulneſſe 3 
that we may come to the fulneſſe of the mea» 
ſure; God hath manifeſted himſelf in our na- 
ture,that by that he might at length fill all our 
perſonsz Thus 1s our nature joyned to the 
God-head, to be as a great pipe fet at the 
mouth of ſome tull fpring, that through that 
God might run out his love and glory by 
degrees on our hearts 3 firſt Chriſt reccives it at 
once, aud then through his Spirit diſcovers it 
IN US. 

In a word, Gods maniftetation in Chriſts 
fleſh was as a Saviour, a Redeemer, a Head, 
yea, as the Author of eternal Salyation to us. 
And this is the myticry of myſteries, he which 
reads this may very well ceaſe to wonder at 
any thing elſe. 

This 15s the foundation of all Gods other 
actings to us, the pole on which they all turn, 
all the diſcoveries of God are wraptup in this 
one 3 this unlocks Gods own Cabinet wherem 
all his deſigns lye 3 Elcion, Redemption , 
Gloxification, all is wrapt up in this, and _ 

clear 
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clear when we underſtand this one expret{ien ; the: 


God manitcfed in fleth, it 15 the being of light, 
and immortality to light, at once it opens 
heaven and carth. 

I. This 15 the foundation of our union with 
God and Sonſhip 3 it 13 from hence that God 
15 one with our nature, God is maniteſted as a 
Father in our own ficth 3 we? are Soas, becauſe 
Chrilt is, he was really and-naturally the Son, 
and we through him receive the adop:ion of 
{ons 3 For he which ſandtificth and thcy which 
are ſandtified are all one, therefore he is not aſha- 


wed to call them bretb:en, Heb. 2. 11. So you | 


have (Gal. 4. 4,5.) God lent borth his Son tn 
oarfleth, that we might recerve the adoption 
ot Sons. God firlt takes our nature and marries 
it to his own Soa, that ſo we might be united 
to him in his nature-z This is the Antitype and 
model of all relations z God one with fleth, 
hcre.is Father, and Son, Husband, and Wre, 
all relations meet in this one. 2. It 15 by this 
that we have communioa with God, we had 
never {zen God, had not he manifeſted him- 
{et thus tamiliarly in our own ficſh z com- 
munion 1s in things, and between perlons 
ſutabte z There was no ſutablencſſe between 
God and us, until he appeared in our own like- 
ncfle, but now he made himfſclt as it were ht 
tor converie with the unworthieſt gy 
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there is a {ſweet ſympathy between Clnilt and 
us, by reaſon that he dwels tn the fame houle 
of clay, as it were with us 3 the Devil himtclt 
when he comes to the Indians as ther God, 
io draw tncir hicarts to worthip him, appears 
i the form of a man, that fo he might the 
better converſe with them : The bluffſed God 
was willing to mcniteſt infinite goodnefle to 
the Creature, and to converſe with them, and 
that all terrifying apparitions might be 
thunned, hc appzars as a man, that {9 we tay 
have intimatetellowſhip and communion with 
him z with what a holy boldncſſz may fouls 
draw nigh to God, and delight ro behold him, 
and converſe with him, now he is in ſach a 
habit of love and ſutablenefe unto our own 
{ences? Why art thou firange, poor trem- 
bling ſou), and ſtandeft afar oft, as if it were 
death to draw nigh ? of whom arc thou 
afraid ? What vifion of amazemeat doft thou 
behold ? Ts God come down ameng men, and 
thou canſt not look on him, lett thou ate ang 
perith tor ever? Why, catt one look more, 
and be not diſcouraged ? It 1s true, God 15 
come down, but not in flaming tire, not in the 
armour of juſtice, and cverlatting buruings; 
but cloathed with the garmcnts ot tlkth, and 
{weetly defircs to converſe with thee after 
thine own form. Nothing cau be a lironger 
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motive to allure poor fouls nato terms of 
peace and Jove as this,that God is come down, 
not to conſume them with the brightnefle ot 
his glory,but to bcſeech them to fee with their 
own eycs their eternal happineſic. Let all 
poor fouls come and put in their hands, and 
they may fcc] Gods heart come, and behold 
lite and immortality inhabiting the cabernacles 
of carth, and their own peace and eternal 
happincfſe in their own flcſh. Who can 
make any excuſe now that he beleeves not ? 
Why do fouls now Rand off? What can be 
dcetired by lolt fouls more? Oh that I might 
{ce God, ſay ſome ſouls, why, he is come 
down in the likeneſfſe of mans he walks in 
our own ſhape; Oh, faith anotner, might T 
have my heart united to God 3 why.heis come 
down on purpoſe, and hath united our own 
nature to himfelt z Gcd hath lett all the world 
without excuſe, he hath condelcended below 
himſelt, that we might be above our fclves, 

In a word, by this the way of lite 15 paved, 
and all the bars and blocks taken out of the 
way , all objections ftifled in the birth , and 
anſwered betore they are made 3 In this mani= 
$cftation juſtice and mercy ſweetly Kiſle each 
other, and have their equal joy, free grace, 
and merit, bounty and beauty, fulneſſe and 
notningnefſe are made one, and triumph 

together, 
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together, the moſt hidden things revealed, 
2nd the worſt things advanced, all things be- 
come nothing.,and nothing all things 3 our 112- 
ture which lay in rags enriched with the 
unſearchable treaſures of glory 3 that fleſh, 
which was ſo weak as not able to put forth 
a hand to fave its own life, cnabled to fave 
millions of ſouls, and bring forth the greateſt 
deltgns of God and that i-th, whic!' the 
Apoltle calls a vile body, cnobled and advanced 
h.yond the nature of Angels : This, tis 1s 
the great myltery hid from Ages, and Gcncra» 
tions of men, that God lives in our fleſh, and 
there acts all the parts of his glory. It 1s now 
n) wondcr that man 1s made one to God, and 
hath boldneſſe through taith even to-go into 
heaven, ſeeing God 1s come to carry them up 
with him this was the frft and great expert- 
ment which ever Goa did make of the fulneſs 
of his love, and glory, and ve have now feen 
that in our fleth, which could never have been 
icen in it (clt. 

Uſe 1. Seeing this 15 {0 great 2 myſtery, 
what uſe can we make enouglt of 1t ? doubt» 
le{f: it cannot be accounted letie than a ſpring 
of unconceivable comiort to all poor iouls, 
yea, in whatſoever condition tney be 3 give 
me leave tvextratt ſome t:w grounds of Rtrong 
{upport an joy, aud we need no chymical art, 
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the conſideration doth naturally drop the | 


ſtrongeſt ſpirits of rejoycing and ancourage- 
ment, that can be pofhible. 
Unto two ſorts I ſhall eſpecially dirc this 
ule, 
Tt. To poor ſouls, that are yct in the 


the wrath to come, and would fain draw 


neer, but dare not touch the ſtaffe of their | 
eternal comfort ; this point will yicld water of . 


life, at the firſt ſtriking unto their poor fouls, 
yea, and more then their ſouls are able to 
bear, or their doubts are able to anſwer , it 
they will but obſerve what the wcight of this 
expreſſion 1s. 

2. To belecvers, who arc yet trembiing at 
the ſight of their many fins,and not yet cleareu 
up in the ſpiritual notions of the Goſpel. 

For the firſt, 

Let me ſpeak to your drooping hearts, who 
long after lite and falvation, and to fee God as 
yours, more thcn life it felt z what ails thy 
heart, who hath made thee afraid ? what is 
that ſhakes thy knees, and dries up thy mar- 
row, and breaks thy bones, and cuts thy joynts 
and nerves. | 

Oh, why doſt thou ſtart back in the day 
of thy trouble! Why, you will fay God 1; 

mune 
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embryo, under the tirft and lowelt convictions 2 
of their own condition, who firſt for fear of | 
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mine enemy, I am a itranger to him, I ſhall 
never ſee a glimpſe of the tace cot God, where 
all my happincſle lies, fin hath bronght forth 
death and fniſcry in my foul 3 Gods law con- 
demns mc, my. own conſcience accufeth me, 
and juſtice will have its due : Thete and fych 
like, are the uſual apprehenſions of ſuch con- 
vinced fouls. 

Yet notwithſtanding all this, let the word 
of the Goſp?:! be heard, let the truth be heard 
ſpeak for it felt : God is maniteſted 1n- the 
fiſh, Were thy foul loſt ſ-ven-fold more 
then it is, the ſpirit of this expreſi1on 15 able 
to recover thee, and ſet thee upon thy legs, 
with a crown of glory on thy head, 

1.. God himſelf is come into the world 
to offer the terms of love, ard pcace unto 
thy poor foul, becauſe it was impollible for 
thee to come to God 3 he 15 come to thee, and 
hath laid afide., as it were his own glory , 
while he converſes with thee. This 15 no 
ordinary delign that God hath to drive, when 
he is fo wonderfully manifeſt in thy own fleſh 3 
when God manifeſting himſclt as formerly, 
in Thunder and Lightning, with an innumer- 
able company of Angels,all having their (words 
of juſtice and vengeance drawn well might 
poor '{ouls tremble, and run into corners, 
tor who would ever be able to indure his 

| 6-3 com- 
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coming 3 but Joe poor foul, God 15 come in 
fi-h, with an Olive branch of cetcrnal peace 
in his hand, and bids you all be witncfle, he is 
715t come to deſtroy, but to fave: Thc.re be 
put two things in God , which might dif- 
courage poor 1ouls from making approaches 
co him, the infinite brightneſle of his glory, 
whereby there 15 ſuch a great diſtance between 
G0: and his poor creatures. 

2. The inhnite ſeycrity and exactnefſe of 
his juſtice, whereby he 15 cloathed with ven- 
&cance 5 but behold, theſe terrifying fights 
«re £902, God hath made his appearance as a 
man, as one of us, and there ſhall not be the 
icalt diftznce between us3 and this God is like- 
wile 12 our own Nature, to fatisfie himſclt, 
anto pratific his own Juſtice 3 for this is the 
natural meaning of this phraſe that God 
bath taken fleſh, to reconcile fleſh to him- 
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Bring out thy fn, and weigh them to the 
utmok aggravation of them, and take in cyery 
circumſtance, both of law-and Goſpel; and 
{t but this tn the other ſcale, that God 15 
manifeſted in fleſh, to take away fin 3. how 
would a!l thy injquitics, feem lightcr then 
vanity , vea, beas nothing, in compariſon to 
that which is Jaid down as a-propittation for 
theſe ſus, 


It 
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Ic 15 moſt true, that nothing can reveal 
(od at ſuch a diſtance from a ſoul as fins it 
being, that which 15 moſt CONtrary to his 
blefled Nature, who 1s infiaitely pure and 
holy. 

Y<t, here is tne myſtery of godlinefſe 3 that 
God him {If is become the {arisfier « «> | him 
f:lt, and that im our own Nature « The 
utrroſt height of tin hes 1n regard that it 43 a 
contradiction to the immortal God z th: re 
tore it 15 fo hatnous, that the death of Angels 
and men could never exriate it, or reconcile 
fn1crs to Gol but it God will dye in ous 
Nature, and lay down himſeit as a ranſome , 
how is the demerit of fin {wallo! ved np in 
the incomprehenſible redundancy of divine 
glory ? and now,how doth grace ſuperabound 
nfinite wiſdom laid down tor ſatisfaction of 
the tranſitory and finite tranſgretlions of the 
poor creature, the Law-giver (ufc ring for m_— 
offences done againſt the Law 3; Doth no 
your hearts yet begin to leap within you, _ 
the blood to come again in your faces, and 
ſtrength into your finews ? In the apprehenſt> 
ons of this myſtery of comfort, furcly that foul 
15 ſhut up in the nemoſt dungeon ot unbeleet, 
where never a beam of the glory of God 
thines. 

But yet, will you have more, at leaſt to leave 
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vou without excuſe ? This manifeſtation 15 
not only a diſcovery m fleſh, but to ficth. 

And therefore, as he comes 1a our Niatuze 
ro farishe, {0 ar In the Golpel, treely 

md fully to offer the tcrr.s-of love, in the 
riche and molt allurivg cxpretfions 3 And 
it God cannot f{atisfhe , what will > What 
ever was done 1n cur Nature, in ordcr to 
redemption, was none other, then God ating 
out his own love, and grace, and glory. So 
the Apolile faith, the blood of God was 
off.red, m: ning, that the efficacy and life of 
11 that off ring, was from God in our Nature, 
uſmy, that as an Organ or Inſtrument to ac 
by ; Let unbciict come forth and make its 
picz, aud ict it dare to appear before this 
contid-ration 1s not God enough to {atishie 
- y conſcience £ On, come nigh poor fou 
c what en infinite ground ot. comfort 1s Jaid 
tor you, Iet the rich and g!0rious openings 
the hearts > had Go? fpue from Heaven Þ y 
himfſ:!t, and calicd poor creatures, that lie 
in the mid of fin, crying out who {hall 
dciiver? and had he faid, E will pardon you 
by my own prerogative ? I made the Law, I 
will diip {pence with it, rather then you hall 
periſh, vet foul would not have been raifed 
but up, even t1 OM the bottom of Hell? (and 
yct unbclick might fcrupie, and fay, what 
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ſhall become of intinite juſtice, ſhall that be 
diſhonored'to fave me? ) But alas, 'that were 
not as mich, as for God to come 1n our tieſh, 
and come as a price, and pay himfelt bcfore 
OYT CYCS. 

' In the Rom. 9, The Apoſtle gives this as 
the great rcafon of all his aQtions,be bath mecrey 
on whom be will have mercy if there were no- 
thing clic but Gods will in the falvation of 
poor {ouls, who hath contradicted his will ? 
But God hath not ouly ſhown his willing- 
nefſc, vut hath really undertaken the cftec&t of 
It by his God-head, and ingaged his own 
honour, - and- all his glory, in the tranſacting 
of:it.. .Oh-then , why ſhouldft thou fear to 
calt thy cli into the infinite Ocean of Gods 
own glory, notwithſtanding all thy vileneſle, 
God himiclf {tands to lead thee by the hand, 
and hath put a price ſufficient 1n the hands ot 
Juftice, to ſtop the clamors againit thee 3 and 
it thou yet tcareſt to come to God, yet come 
to thy- own fleth:; go to Chritt a* having 
thy own Nature, and knows how to pity 
thee. What can be ſaid more, to draw on tay 
trembling heart? if God himfclt, and God 
fo titted and qualified, .as it were, wall not, 
mult not? men- die and- periſh 'm unbeiict, 
2nd; who:can'/pity thern ?- that when Cods 
jutlice . 15: EIS Confciquce _— 

J 
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be unſatisfied 3 that when God is come doyr: 
{o low to us, we ſhould fiand. queſtioning, 
wh ther we ſhould come to him, what: 15: 1t, 
Lut .o ſay, all that God 1s, and doth, 15 lefle, 
or too little to comfort me. nl 

2. UVſe reacheth to theſe poor beleevers, 
who yct ftand afar oft, and though they 
have hop.s, yet have little Faith, and cannot 
{o tully clofc in with the Gofpe], nor draw 
nigh fo boldly betorc God, through the 
fears of their own hearts. This point opens 
a door of rich cnirance into the preſcnce of 
God himſclt, the bluſed God hath made a 
Portal into Heaven , not. of Iron or -Brafle., 
but of thy own flcth 3 this 15 that new, and 
living way which is conſecrated from Heaven, 
and now, with what trecneſſe and - boldneſſe 
of heart, mayelt thou draw neer to God. Un- 
belief is ſtrangled , after this contideration 
fince God 1s come in the fleſh, we may belceve 
any thing, for this 15 the greateſi impollibility 
that could be. Why is Ged come down fo 
ſuitable, ſo lowly, 1: he would have thy poor 


foul bc atraid to come to him, if he had any 


Other intention, but to give ſtrong conſolation 
to the moſt fad {ouls, he would have appeared 
in another . form, made uſe of: another way, 
which (hculd. have beſpoke ſuch. delign # 
Bi.t ,yhac is the meaning of this at firlt fight , 
Go 
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God manifeſt in fiſh, but this, as if God had 


{aid 3 you will not come to me, I will come to 
you, and that you may ſee how reall and 
tender I ain of your good, I have taken up 
your own fleſh to make my great diſcoverics 
in; put your hand into my heart and fee how 


' - Jove beats, and look into your own hearts, 


and ſce what you want, I have taken the ſame 
Nature, that I may more ſenfibly ſupp'y you, 
and that nothing may diſquiet your hearts, 
or dazle your eycs, I have ſet out my own 
glory in love, and f{utablencfle to your capa- 
Cities 3 this, and much more of the like ex- 
prethons, are the very natural ſpeakings of 
this bleſſed my/tery. Oh, confider once again, 
what a heart or love was 1n this deſign, and 
what a ground ot cternal comfort and ſupport 
15 there to thy hcart in this; God is in thy 
own Nature, to take upon him all the miſc- 
ries of thy nature, and to ſupp! y wby fle}1 
with his fulnels 3 this is none other then Gods 
heart leaping out into our botomes3 and as 
much as it: God ſhonld hive: faid exprecſly , 
poor ſouls,” I cannot Keep from you, 1 love 
your very' Nat we , I wi!l benothing, fo you 
may be ſorr. ething, my glory thall not hinder 
me, but I will v: itt. raths r then it ſhall buxt 
yon, Iwill take a5 mu.h eclight in your ficlh, 
as in my own Son, fo I way but thew wy 
. CY 
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{elf kind and tender to you}, and fo I way 
have communion with you, and you with mc, 
I care not, it I become one with you , hve wn 
Vcuc very ficſh. Oh, that ever there ſhould 
Þe a hcart of unbclicf, after theſe ſ{cnlible 
<dmonſitrationsof divine glorie and love ; wilt 
thou ſtand off now, doubt now, why what 
wilt thou have God to do? can he manitcft 
himſc]t in a more taking, alluring (utable way 
to thy condition ? Is there any thing bclow 
ficſh, wherein the great God can humblc him- 
Jelt tor our good? think of another, and a 
better way, or ciſe tor ever belecve. Whit, 
art thou thie of God, who is {o (wcet to thee ? 
many ſouls think it a great part of their 
humilicic, to ſee their own unworthincſle, {o 
as to draw back from God ? Oh, it is pride 
to theutmoſt, when God hath made himſelt 
low , and is come fo nigh to us, not to take 
motice of himy, to draw back from ſuch a 
bleſſed one, who draws ſo nigh unto us. I 
beſcech you, gather up your ſpirits, and 
gnoint your hearts with the oyl of gladneſle 
tor God himſelf is come to live among you, 
and piocfſeth he will have no other life , but 
among you there he will manifeſt himſelf 
In all his {weetncfle and bleſſcdneſſe to your 
foul. Lay aſide all coynefſe and ſirangeneſſe 


of ſpirit , ſeeing ſuch a way of familiarity 
and 
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and entercourſe 15 made betwcen you and 
God. Itis very fad to fcc belcevers {ill fo 
ſhic of approaching to God, fo douhttul oft 
their acceptance, when God himletf fioops 
tirft, and 1s {o in love with our acquaintance, 
as that he will he as wears, Lct not ſuch a 
Rock of tircngth be fleighted, But every day 
entertain {ſweet and pretious thoughts of 
this aehign., and inure your hearts, to am 
way of bclceving in this God, fo fully diſcos 
vered. 

Laſtly, Let men and Angcls look about 
them what a mount of vition 45 raiſcd up or 
the ſtrongeſt and quickeſt eye to take the 
fairelt proſpect of glorie from, ſccing God 18 
maniteli in fleſh ; It God begins {0 glorioully, 
now will he end? If God be fo full of love 
as to.come down in fleſh, oh what matter of 
hope 1s latd before us of what he will be to us? 
What doth God mean to bring poor fouls 
unto? It his heart and glory be let owt Co full 
at firſt, beleeve,. and wait for the moſt glori- 
ous openings of all Gods glorie , ſeeing that 
he hath took the firli riſe ot his maniteſtations 
{o (utableito-us.3 he 15 now maniteſted in ficth, 
and hath Jaid out a world of glory:n that, but 
he (hall be maniteſ} in n Himſcit. | 
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SERM, V, 


I Tim. 3« 16. 


God manifeſted inthe Fleſh,&:c, 


|; Ll divine truths, though they are but 
one in ſubſtance and- nature, yet 
they arc various in their manitelia+ 
tions, and have their particular glo- 
ry and luſtre that ſparkles trom them. 

Here 1s in this verſe one and the ſame glory 
of God diſcovered in divers adminiſtrations, 
and yet every one ſhining forth in a diftin& 
excellency,. God was manifeſted in fleſh, made 
the obje& of ſhame and miſery in the world, 
humbled and abaſed in' our fleſh: and that 
God is again juſtitied in the Spirit, and tet 


forth as an object for Angels to look and 
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admire , and tor the. world to lay hold on 


| and beleeve, and then this God 15s taken up 


again into glory, that 13, advanced to tha 


| dignity which heſeemed to leave and bid adien 


unto tor a wiltle 3 and all this but a delineation 
ot the various conditions and conſiderations 
of one and the ſame perſon Jeſus Chriſt, and 
carrying on but one deſign in ſeveral repre- 
tentations for the good of poor ſinners. 1 his 
15 that which the Apoſtle calls a great myſtery, 
that is, the moſt hidden and profound detign 
that ever God undertook to a&, wherein all 
the depth of his counſels and heart was. For 
here is nothing elſe but God appcaring in 
manitold ſhapes and forms to make -poor 
fouls partakers of himſelf, and raiſe up 
our conditions to a ltate of havpineſſe and 
glory. 

Of the firſt of theſe particulars we have 
Jargely:ſpoken, it being, the prime and great 
inyltcry1n this great order of myſteries. And 
yet there is fo much in it as may again take 
up our thoughts with new wonderment, what 
can be more\weet and precious than a mani- 
fcttation 0: God.to poor Creatures 3 but fot 
God to be manitefted in fleſh-fo futable' to ns, 
hereia lies the myſtery 3 that is; © + 

1. God” manifeſting himſelfe' in a' way 
of humiliation, as one that would lay _ 

Fo his 
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his glory to come and live with us, and under- 
go the poorcit and meancſt condition for 
Us. | 


8$ 


2. In fleſh, that God ſhould make our 
own nature which had finned againſt him, 
and was fo infinitely. below him, to be our 
.great ordinance of reconciling us to himſelf, 
and the organ of union, and communion with 
his own bleſſed nature 3. for God to maniteſt 
himſelf unto ficſh is not ſuch a myttery, it 
may ſoon be conceived 3 God did manifeſt 
himſclf to Adzns nature ; but that God 
ſhould be mapitcit in fleſh 1s 'the great myſtery 
of godlineſſe ; God himſelf taking flcſh, -and 
dwelling in it with all his fulnefſe, and ad- 
vancing; that flcth into oneneſſe, and making 
that fleth more glorious than Angels 3 through 
that flcſh opening all his Counſcls, dying, and 
\atisfying for the tranſgreſjions of fleſh, and 
making the richeſt diſcoyeries of love:and tree 
grace unto the ſons of men, this may well be 
called a myſtery, and 2 great myſtery, an. alto- 
nithing , and amazing exprettion': And all 
other myſteries are wrapt up in this,this 1s that 
which Angels do: ſo pry into. | 

_ Let us view ita-little more in the contrivance 
and depth of itz God had an eternal defigi 
t£0.. diſcover. his infinite love to ſome -bclides 
himſelf, +he therefore: creates-: a.. world of 
; | Crea- 
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| Creatures, ſome rational, and only capable 


| of love, others irrational, and ſerviceable to 


that one Creature which he makes the top of 


| the whole Creation ; ſet up one man Adarr 
' as'a common perſon to reprelcnt the reſt; 


eives him abundance of glorious qualiticati- 
ons, {ct him over the works of his hands mace 
all ſubje to him, as if he were the darling 
of love. Now one would think Gods love 
and glory had bcen centred here, that he had 
taken up his abode for ever z but behold this 
man was but for a day,. he fcll from God, ard 
all that were in him, even the whole world, 
and a]! theſe beloved ones that were in Gods 
Eye trom ctcrnity fell with him into the ſame 
gulph of fin and miſery 3 Gods face 1s hid, 
not a fight of him, but in flaming/hre to con- 
gemn finners , and exccute vengeance 3 but 
God bad a farther reach of love, and wiſdom, 
and out of this dark cloud Ict ſome ghmplcs 
of another diſcovery, though fo darkly that 
few could ipe!l it, or make any comfortable 
icnte or application of it to their own ſoul: 
But by acgrees God hints it out more, points 
out wit the finger by types and ſhadowes, 
makes tome modcis of it in outward Cercemo- 
nics,yct ail nid and dark.that in three thouſand 
years mcn were but guetling , and hoping 
through promitcs for a manitstitation of God. 

And 
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And this is the mcaning of that in Fpbcfe 3. 


that it was hid from Apes and Generitions of 


men, that is, hid in Gods breft trom them. 
they knew not what to make of this detizn ; 
but at laſt God opens himſlf fully 3 and what 
doth all this workings cnd in ? why. in this. 


1 = o ” . 7 , : 
that God 15 manitctted in ficſh ; the whole | 


ot all this myſtery js ſummed up in this, that 
God took the fleſh of theſe poor finncrs 


which he had fo loved, and joyns himfclt 


to 1t, and calls it Chriſt a Saviour , ana 
Reduemer of theſe poor tinners that lay 
con:lemned by the law, and under condemna- 
tion with the whole world 3 and God comes 
to lie in the womb of a Virgin, to be born 
as we are, to live in the world in the poor: it 
and meaneft eftate.,as if he had not wherewith- 
all fo lay his head, he dies in that fleſh, and is 
glorified init and joyns it fo nigh, as that 


there 1s a communion of properties between 


them; that attributed to God which is proper 


to fleſh, as to be born, to ſuffer, that to fleſh 


which is only proper to God 3 who can chooſe 
but wonder when he thinks of this phraſe, 
that a piece of fleſh ſhould be called God, 
and God who is immortal, incomprehenhible, 
be made fleſh, and dwel among us3 fleſh 
infinitely provoking God, and God 1n the 
{ame fichh infinitely pleaſed and fatisted. 
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God velling himfclt with Ficſn , which was 4 
way to darken his glory, and yct unveiling at 
the ſaine time the deepeſt and darkelt of his 
detigns in the melt blefied anc comtortablett 
way to ſouls; this ſwallows up our thoughts, 
and raiteth oar faith to b2iceve any thing , 
aftcr this, when a ioul can look on God as 
m his own flicſh, and ſce him at one time as 
Saviour, and his Father, and his Friend, an 
his Reconciler, as bis Juſtiacation, and h's 
Sandtihcation , how can his heart contain 
within it felt, but leap out of it {eli as one 
loſt in the admiration of it; all the actings of 
Salvation turn upon this hinge 3 waen Chrilt 
was born into the world, the Apoſtle ſaith, 
Fob.1.14.]V: ſaw his glory as of the only begotten 
Sou of God, full of grace and truth, noting out 
that at firli fight of him, fo much glory 
fparklcd from him as could appear from none 
but a God walking up and down the world, 
or at leaſt his own natural Son that came out 
of his bofome, 

I wilt adde but two things by way of uſe to 
ſhut up this pointe, 

Uſe 1. Study this myſtery above all things, 
nothing fo pleaſant, nothing more deep, come 
but once to know the myſtery of God in our 
fcſh, and thou wilt defire ſoon to be taken 
into fcllowthip with itz the Apoſile dclired 
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to know nothing but Chrilt,and him crucified, 


this is none other than the Lord Jeſus ; what- + 


evcr expreliton is given of godlincfſe, it is 
none other than God in Chrilt z what delight 
ſhould foals take in the looking on their own 
happincfle ? with what joy ſhould we draw 
water out of this well of Salvation 3 the great 
reaton of the ſhallowncſlſe of our comforts, 


the ſhortneſle of our hopes, and faintncfle of | 


our ſpirits, thc lowneſle of our graces, is from 
the not-knowing this myſtery : we look on 
our ſ{clves, on our preſcne attainments, at 
ſome ſcattered promites, but not fully on God 
in Chriſt; God in our own ficſh, a ſoul 
would, ſce here a Fountaine opened of 
grace and comfort that could never. run 
dry. | | 

I. Gcd hath ſet our own nature as a vaſt 
pipe to his God-head , that it may flow out 
in a!! manner of fulnefſe upon our hearts; our 
fleſh ſtands not for a cypher,but it 15an Organ 
of life and grace to us. It we faw ſuch a 


fuinefſe in our own fleſh laid in on purpoſe 


to inrich us, would we be ſo poor, want fo 
much ? we cyec this, and that, but know not 
chat all the ftulnefe of God lies in our own 
Flcth, to be empticd upon us. 

2. God hith in our own ticth Jaid out th 
modc! and draught of what he wil! do unto 
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'» 
all his Saints for ever 3 for he made Chriit the 
great Epitome of all his deſign, and' tron 
mayti ſe through thy flcſh at once , what 
thou art deſign” d unt o, and how gh and rich 
thou ihalt be, what a defign God hath upon 
theo; for look what wa 3 done to our Naturs 
in Coriſft, ſhall at length be hes to all the 
perlons of the Saints in Heaven. It we knew 
this, how high would our hopes be, and how 
lofty Our £Xp cations, after the utmotr in- 
richings ot che great God ? For to wilt end 
hath God made ficth fo glorious, but to thew 
whct he will by that make us. 

3. What ever God is in him{lf, through 

ur ticth, he is to is, 1t he be good, or merct- 
tul, or gracious, or powerful, &c. For this 
manitcttatio; n t5 4 ſaiting of all that God 1s to 
us, that when 'we cye this myſtery, we may lee 
what ever God is acted Cut to the comfort 
and benetit of oar own poor ſouls 3 God 
himſclt making all his attributes and glory 
KrvSocable, to the good ends of his poor crea” 

are, and that in and through their own 
Yoſt, 

Oh, my Brethren. lct not ſuch a firong, hold 
be paſſed by, not ſuch a treaſury be unlooxt 
into : In this myſtery, you have Heaven 
brought down to Earth, yea, more then 

Heaven 3 For God kimfclt is come down 
t© 
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to open his heart to you. Let nothing take 
off your cye trom this, fet Faith on work 


immediately to eye this fulnels 3 one mite of 


Faith on God in Chriſt, that 1s in our own 
Nature, brings in more grace and comfort 


elſe yea indeed, it 15 the only {piritual way 
of convcighing all comfort to the ſoul 3 there 
is no ſaving knowledge of God , bur as he 1s 
manitelt in Chriſt, and do not think that 
God is gone out of flcth, that is, that Chriit 
hath Iete his humane nature behind him, and 
15 only gon? up in his {pirit to Heaven, noy 
but this fleſh of thine 15 rcceived up tnto glory, 
and ftand as an eternal monument ot love, 


and 1s the great Ordinance unto the end of | 


the world ot lire and ſalvation, and God ſhall 
come aguin in the ſame fleſh , though not as 
abaſed, but gloritizd. On Brethren , what 
ſ:c:ethve {weetnefſe, and without any inter- 
imitton, would flow oat on your hearts, it 
you did by Faith lay your heads at this pip? : 
How can{t thou want grace, when thy own 
flcſh hath it without mcaſurez and on parpoſe 


to hll thee? why art thon ſad, when thy own 


Nature is made reconciler of thee to God? 
Brethren , you live not like mcn under this 
delign, that know what ſaci a mytery m22n3, 
you would {:c enough and to ſpare, a redun- 
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dancy of every thing you want in this Lord 
Jelus 3 and the floods of. immortality and, 
glory would foon break over your unbclict, 
and {well your hopcs and joycs, beyond all 
bounds. God hath made our Nature a Myne 
of all forts ot rich and pretious graces, that by 
digging into it, we may fce our cltates. What- 
ever the perſon of Chritt hath in himſelf, is 
all to convey unto us, Oh, that you were but 
intighted into thefe glories! had but acquzin- 
carce with this diſcovery ot Goa, how blfled 
might you ive} What a happincſle mult 1t 
necds bc, to {ce God in our own Natare, and 
our Naturcs in him, and to behold nothing 
clic but love, aQtingin a fulncſle of all grace 
and glory, to a poor ſoul ! 

ct your whole ſpirits be carried! out thus 
fully to Jeſus Chriſt, and with both: hands, 
cven with heart and foul claſpe about Jcfus 
Chrilt, -aad you witl ſoon hind depths of love 
and grace, power and ({weetnels, overflowing, 
and iwallowing up your heart. 

A foul hath ſpace enough to expatiate its 
{elt, and hath a fure Rock to reſt on 3; other 
tings are narrow, and circumfcribe the 
thoughts 3 all the promiles ot particulzr graces 
are gathered up 1n this one manitetiation of 
God. Think upon love in this or that com- 
munication, Cither in outward or inward 

raves » 
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graces 3 full we arc ſhut up, our thoughts car; | 
£0 beyond all that 3 but God manitctied in # 
Chrilt, there is room enough for a ſoul to let 
out his utmoft tnonghts, and to, inlarec his 


96 


attc<tions, and yct there 15 no taking 
one4oul, the vattncſſe of this myitcry, or the 
compleatneſte of this tulnefſe z When a foal 
hath got out grace enough for this condition, 
and yct fil] that fountain runs, and knows 


no proportion z it we woald ticretore ftndy | 
to know how to uſt this myficyy , we ſhould 


find our comforts excceding our doubts, and 
our fapphes our wants. Whcon Szylcrs are out 


in the Occan, they tear not, though ttorms || 


ariſe, and the Ship tols ; But when they come 
nigh land, then they tear, Sind and Rocks 
then lie undiſcovered. So it is with a poor 
foul, as long as he lancheth oat by Faith into 
the tulacis of Chritt it is fafe inthe -midii 
of the greateſt {torms, all the fears oi unbe- 
liet are, when we come nigh the ſhore of our 
own dutics and performances, and come to 
Me the land of our weak workings, then we 
come into ſhallow water, and ſtick tatt in 
miſpritions, and are ſcattered by doubts and 
fears, becauſe there is not water enough , not 
a {trcam deep enough to bear up the burthen 

of our tinking and dying ſouls. FOE, 
That we may theretore know hoy to —_ 
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Faith togct firxong conſolation & full ſupplies. 
T7. -Faicth muſt go direaly unto God as 
1m our fleſh, that 15, unto Jeſus Chriſt, and 
rake in nothing by the way which may diy wit 
its ſtrength, never ſtop until 1t faſten on 4115 
falnefſe of God in Chriſt, For whemwwhe cc 
of Faith rolls here and there, and takes in ht 
parttal {1zhts of eb as in fome particular 
rromile oaly ot this and that grace, and doch 
not tully ton Jeſus Chrift, 25 God in our 
Nature, it loieth the ctlicacy of that nfl CCC 
which alfo would come and b: {145 divides 
the! ſtrength of its own act, which is moſt 
Grong, as it doth adzguatcly rcly on Þ- 11s 
Chritt.a _ ſingly ciolc th in with him : ; for te 
truth, , promiſes and enings, or wat £Ver 
way Gol icts out himſclkt , .13 bat to «Ilirc 
w_ draw on the. foul to an pins cloic 
vith the perſon ot : Jeſus Chriſt, 

2, Know, that though there be ſome 
taings in Chriit, which are molt propes for 
fome act of Faith 3 as Chrilt dying, and 
crucifid for a recumbents Faith unto the 
ſatisfying of his foul,in the pardon of fin; yet 
the ftrongelt & purcſi acts of Faith ac thee, 
which take in Chrilt as ſucha perſon, 1:1d out 
in all his glory, and all his oftices as ſtitable to 
the condition of the ſou]. And the more com» 
prehenfive as of Faith are taken in Chrift in 
F £115 
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his fulnc(s , the more are the enjoyments of 


it, and the more hvely the intluences; As the 


more Iron is fet at the advantage of the 


trongeſt point of the Loadſtone, and a- 
dxquately laid for an immediate clofe, the 
fironger imprethion is Jett 3 and the more 
powerfull it is attracted , all ſuch clerical 
bodies, work (as all other) according to the 


propinquity, immediation, and adzquateneſle 
of the approach of other things of a ſutable- 


Nature to them. Therefore the Apoſtle ſaith, 
Heb. 12. looking unto. Jelus , the Author and 


finiſher of our Faith, ſtanding and beholding 
as with a ſtedfatt eye, what he is, from hictt 
'to laſt, as the Author and finiſher of oar 


Faith. So in another place, x Pet, 2. To 
whom come as to a living jtone, we are built up 
&c. Theſe looſe and tranficnt glances on the 
actions and offices of Chrilt, bring in but 
looſe and- ordinary communications 3 [bat 


' hearty and full out-goings to him, as God 


is in him, and as ſucha perſon, thus and thus 


qualified from Heaven , carries power and 


life with it. And theſe vaſt and ferious {prrits 


who are not content only with flaſhy or 
ſecondary aQtings on Jeſus Chritt , but are 
longing to be diving into the depths of 
'Chrilis glory and excellency, carry along 
with them impreſſions of an abiding and trant- 
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forming, Nature. Oh, therefore be ambitious 
only ot apprehending what is the riches of 
this glorious myſtery, and let not courſe 
znd common apprehenſions of Chcilt content 
\().! 

Some think it a carnal apprehenſion of 
toſs Chrift, ro know Fim as in fleſh, it 15 
tr112, to apprehend him ablolatcly fo, as only 
having flcth , and going up and down in 
weakacfſe : *But to conliler Chrilt as God 
manifeſted in fleſh, and that fleſh acted by 
God, and filled with Gol, is a true and 
{piritual apprehenſion of Chriſt, and that 
wherein lics one of the greateſt myſteries of 
godlineſſe; for we are not to underſtand this 
a5 a myltery only for that time + As if God 
came ard once manifeſted himfelf in fleſh to 
{3tisfic tor the fins of his E'zﬆ&, and ſo to leave 
it down again, but very fleſh remains to 
this Gay, and ſhall remain, and all the ſpirit 
and life which the Saints ſhall have unto the 
cnd of the world, 15 to be conveyed through 
that perſon which hath our ficſh yca, the 
Spirit it ſelf dwells in it, and is conveyed 
through it 3 therefore look upon this, as a 
ftanding manifeſtation of God to your fouls , 
and believe pertcHly on 1t. See but how God 
hath fitted an object for faith in this myſtery, 
This expretiion that God was maniſcft in 
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Flclh is fo laid out, that it doth as it were 
create Faith in every Soul that looks -in 
If, 

1. What is fitter for a poor ſoul who hath 
nothing than God himſelt, who is the ut- 
molt object of faith, the happinefl2 of the poor 
creature depending on his rclying on God. 
Bur, 

2. Becaule God himfelt is offended, and 
the ſoul cannot tind ground tor faith in God 
himſ{clf, you have God maniteſted in our own 
Fleſh, that is, God takes up our nature, and 
joyns it to himſeltas one perſon, and lays out 
that before faith : So that here 1s God, and 
God ſuited to the particular fiate and condi- 
tion of the {inner 3 and not only barely acting 
fowards us, but manifcticd in the greatclt 
love and fulncfle to us 3 whatever way teed 
the humour of unbzlicf is deſtroyed in this; 
For God hath laid in that in our own nature, 
which doth not only ſuit, but ſwallow up the 


wants and miſeries of-poor fouls. 


There be but three things can hinder faith. 
I, The inhnite exaCtneife of divine Juſtice 
which mult be fatished, 
2. The excecding unworthineſte of the 
foul. 
 3- And in the fight of both theie, - the 
want ef a Mediatour, or ſome {utable perſon 
which 


rYecut 
for a 
lay | 
Tak 
the. 
by fi 


Myſtery of God!:neſs. IOT 


which may Band bz=twcen the finncr and God, 
which the foul may go unto, and firti cloſe 
withall, before it deals with the intinite glory 
of God himfclt. 

Now in this myſtery faith is fully fatished. 

1. God hath feemed to paſle by, and over- 
look the unworthinefſe of his Creature, him- 
{-1f difdains not to bc as they are, to wear 
their own fleſh; and 

2. That his juſtice may be ſatisfied , and 
their hearts quieted, he hath by the union of 
that fleſh fet up a perfon which is nothing 

but fulncfſe, and righteouſnefſe , love, and 
bowels to receive t the firlt a&s of our faith, 
and to have immediate union, and communion 
with us, and yct 1t]] this is God himſelfe 
manifeſted tousz and though we pitch not 
our faith immediately on God, yct at laſt we 
come to him, and our faith lives in God before 
it 15 2ware, as 1t were, through the {ſweet in- 
tervention of that pcrſon which is God him- 
felt called but by another name. 

Take Faith as it Iies in adherence and 
recumbency, Gr, as 1t may be ſometimes taken, 
for an act of aſſurance both have enough to 
lay hold on in this myftery : For tne firſt, 
Take the pooreſt fout that groancs under 
the ſaddeſt wants, and burthens, and ſeems 
by fin to lye at tie valtcft diſtance from God, 

3 ycr 
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yet he hath ground here to believe, that 15, 
fo go unto, and rely, and caſt himſelf frecly 
and fully, with the greateſt confidence on Je- 
{us Chrift : For here is none other than God 
himſelf offering himſelt as. the rightcouſnefle 
and riches of ſuch a poor ſoul, and that in 
{ach a way as he ſhall be judge with his own 
eyes; and for the faith of aſſurance what a 
ground 1s there for a ſoul to be perſwaded 
of all the reality and truth of Gods intentions, 
{ceing he hath ſo ſenſibly demonſtrated it in 
taking our own fleſh; 1t God cannot content 
himſelf, who ſhall? And he profefſeth he is 
plceiſed , and delighted in that Union, and 
ſatisfaction by it, which he hath in our nature; 
This i's my beloved Son, in whom my ſoul is 
well pleaſed, Mat. 3. alt, Douotletſe ' Gods 
heart muſt nceds be much in, yea, and in- 
Anitely (ct on the ſalvation of the ſouls of poor 
finners, ſecing he hath made ſuch an overture 
to advantage it, as the taking up our ficth 
which was fo far below him 3 and what can 
poor ſouls now believe otherwiſe , but. that 
God cannot be content with his own honour 
and glory alone, but he muſt impart it, yea. 


and to thoſe which have been the moſt un- 
worthy, and moſt contrary to him and hi> 


lory. ; 
So that Belecvers, you fce, how heaven and 
carth, 


ron 
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earth, God and Man, are combincd together 
to do you good, and what opportunity have 
you of living gloriouſly upon God in your 
own nature; Faith deftres no more bur an 
incouragement , and a perſon to cloſe with, 
2nd - in both you have a ſutablenefs from 
this, that God is manifeſt infl=th ; that God 
15 manifeſted in ſuch a way as fleth, 15 enough 
to move any heart to beleeve that he is as he 
a&s 3 but this expreſſion doth not only flir 
up hope, but fits the very perſon fo ſweetly, 
as if one would deſire, or propoſe a thing to 
ones deſires, it could not be more qualiticd 
than this, that God is manifeſted in fleth ; - for 
here is God himlek brought dowa to our 
terms, and made fubjc&t to cur own 
propoſitions. Oh that this exhortation might 
be of force but to improve this glorious de- 
figne to the ſupplying of all your wants 3 
and the making, up all your loſſes; and when 
you make uſe of Chriſt, go not to him as one 
who hath ſomething, but all things; yea, let 
faith have its courſe, and hinder it not frgm 
a full and immediate laying hold on the 
riches and fulneſſe of God himclt, both for 
Juſtification and Sanctification 3 for it js God 
himſelf which 1n our fleſh is made the proper 
object of your faith, 

Þſe 2. That fecing God 1s manifeſt in 
F & Fiſh, 
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ficſh, that is, ſo bleſſedly in Chriſt for ns, 
labour to get a manifeltation of God in your 
own flcth; for this is the comfort to your 
fouls; what it God be made one with a 
common nature in Chriſts perſon 1t he be not 
made one with: my ſpirit ? You hcar oftcn 
that there is a myſicry in Gods being difcover- 
£d in Fleſh, but who among you have had the 
maniteſtation of this God in your own fouls ? 
The Apoſtle {peaking of the {weet fruit of 
ais fufferiogs, tays it lay inthis, thatthe life 
ef Chiilt was manifeſted in his mortal fleſh ; 
doubtleſſe Gods delign of maniteſting him- 
iclf in Beſh in gencral , was, that by that 
he might manitcſt himſelte to ficſh . in 
particular 3 and theſe foules can have no 
ſpecial comfort in this, that God is manifeſt 
in their nature, (that 1s, in Chriſt) except they 
have a ſpecial diſcovery of this God to them- 
ſclves 3 actions are ſutable to the being of 
things : if God be in our nature, he will act 
in that nature what may be molt glorious to 
the good of fouls. Look to your own hearts, 
what manifeſtations of God are there; Dot 
thou fay, thou belceveſt that God was mani- 
felt in fleſh ? And yet there is not a glimpſe 
ot Gods glory in thy own heart 3 .why , the 
Devils can ſay as much. and pcriſh., why 
hata God taken vp our nature ? What, 

10r 
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for himſelf? No : But by that as a mcd! 

he might communicate himlelt to our perl. 
Let not fouls flatter themſelves with gc. 
notions of the Goſpel, and the myfter: 

it 3 It God be not in thy perſon, as tr: 
though not as fully, as in thy nature, 1}; 
haſt no particular comfort trom this ach. TE 
when Pax] ſpeaks of the Gofp-l in ger cr? 
he ſpeaks. particularly of the maniicltation of 
it to him as his comfort , Tt pleaſes God 29 
reveal Chriſt in me, Gal. 1. whatever is done 
In our nature in common is to be done f{piritt- 
ally (though not literally ) on our pcrtons 
and if God bc revealed in Chrift, and tat 
Chriſt be not revealcd in vs, all 15 nothing 3 
the end of God- 1s by that to bring up Our 
hearts to himſelf, and that we may know 
what 15 the riches of that glory wiich he 1n- 
tends to communicate by the firlt truits ot it 
in our own fouls, 
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Tuſiified in the Spirit, &c. | 


Aving ſpoken of the firſt 2nd great 

| myliery of Godlinefſe which the 
Apoſtte reckons up in this verſe, 

| that God was manifeſted in fleſh 3 
Another preſents it ſelf before our eyes to be |} 
\ » admired; In the things of the Goſpel you 
go from glory to glory 3 you can no ſconer 
come out of one room of bleffedneſſe, but you 
ſtep into another as glorious; every ſiep to 
heaven 1s a new opening of Gods glory ; 
What would a ſoul expect more than a mani- 
feſtation of God, and in fleſh to fitly for his 
= Who would not fit down under the 
adow of this happinefſe and go no farther 3 
but yet chis is not all, this God is ſet forth in 
another 


« 
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another myſtery, as, Faſtified 7n the ſpirit 3 
before one 15 able to go to the bottome ot one 
myliery he is led into the boſome of ang- 
ther ; fo thick and faſt doth the glory of 
God break in upon the poor foul, as he is 
-not able to keep his eye tatt on one thing , but 
another as glorious comes to be preſented, 
Brethren, what a bleſi{cd thing is it to live in 
God, to be viewing the myſteries of pod= 
lineſſe ? Seeing God himlclt 15 laid out bctore 
your eye as in manitold maniteſtations of his 
own glory 3 Saints inay do nothing, elſe bur 
raviſh their hearts with the diverſity of 
heavenly light which breaks forth from the 
bolome of God. 

One would think there needed no other 
myſtery to take up the thoughts of a Saint but 
this, that the bleſſed God .is manifeſted in 
fleſh > Who is able to reach the fulneſſe of this 
diſcovery ?. But yet you have another in;yſtery 
as great and amazing ſprings out before your 
eyes, to aftoniſh you, that this God was 
Juftified in fpirie. 

The firlt reſpe&s his humiliation in our 
Meſh ;-.The other the beginning of his exal- 
tationz and yet theſe are onely various cx- 
preſiions of Jelus Chriſt our Mediator. 

Thcre was two great things to be done for 
the falyation of ſinners ; Satisfaction , _ 

aftt- 
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Juſtihcationz Gcd now, in regard of--th&fe 
' two confiderations, manite(ts hinfelt as m 
two forms: Firſt, in ficſh, as baſed and 
humbled, that in our own nature he might 
ſatishe for our fins, and I:y a ground-work 
of eternal communion with-us 3 and-taen as 
a teltimony of the reality of this fatisfa&ion 
he was jultificed by or in the ſpirit. ' So that 
you have Chriſt {ct out in theſe two conftide- 
ratiens, as {tanding in our own ficſh to bear 
the guilt, and charge, the miſcry, and puniſh- 
ment of our tins, and as diſcharged and 
jutiited from all theſe by the ſpirit. 7 
There be thoſe things to be opened. 
1. What it 1s to Juttihe. 
2, What meant by ſpirit. 
3- How God is taid'to be juſtificd 34 ſpirit. 

For the firſt , to juſtitie, or to be juliitied, 
are words though commonly ſpoken , yet 
much miſtaken 3 Bellarmine , and the Jcliits 
take it ever in a Phyſical ſenſe, for the in- 
fuſing habitual principles of grace in the 
heart, and ſo make it all one with SanQi- 
fication, that ſo by that they might have a 
way of ſ{ctting up - their own: righteouſneſſe 
£gqual with, it not above, the righteouſrufle 
of Chriſt; and yet it is not to be denied but 
{cmetine; this word fignities to make juſt. 
Bit the common anJ uſyuil, fgniticacion is, 
firſt, 


© . 
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rſt , to pronounce or declare one juſt 3 So 
C Luke 16. 15. ) wiſdome is juſtified of her 
children, that is, all the ſons of wiſdome will 
vindicate her trom all the talſe aſperſions caſt 
on her by the ſons of folly in the world , and 
pronounce her rightcous, that there arc the 
zTwes of. life in her ways. 

That th mayeſt be juſtified. by thy ſayings, 
Rom.3+4. that 1s, declarcd to be juſt. So 1n 
Mit.12. faith Chritt, ot of my words thou ſhalt 
be jetified or condemncd 3 that is, pronounced 
Jutt according as thy words are good. 

Secondly, It is taken ſenſi forerſt, in a 
legal fenſe, for the acquitting or ablolving a 
Malctactor from the guilt and puniſhment of 
the Laws Tz. 5 23. he which juſtifies the 
wicked , and condemns the righteous is an 
abomination. to the Lord ſpeaking of the 
Rulers, and theſe which ſit in judgment, that 
is, he which Jays guilt on an honeſt man, but 
acquits a wicked man. 

How 1s a man faid to be juſtified this way ? 

1. When as he is falſly accuſed, and is de- 
_ clared by thy Judge not to have done the fact, 
but* to be righteous, then: he is juſtified from 
that act. mp 

2, When a man. is really accuſed, and yet 
for, and in conſideration of ſome other thing 
is acquitted: and abſolved from the guiit 

and 
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and puniſhment of chat which was laid to him, 
then he is laid to be juſtified alſo. 

For the ſecond thing z what is meant by 
Spirit © 

This word is lixewiſe taken divers ways in 
Scripture : Sometimes for the ſoul and lite gf 
a man 3 Tito thy hands Tcommend my Spirit, 
P/z1. 31. Chriſt cried, and gave up his ſpirit, 
Mat. 27. that is, his life departed from him. 
But eſpecially it is taken theſc four ways. 

I. For the whole divine Nature, or the 
God-head. God is a ſpirit, that is, the Nature 
of God is ſpiritual, unknown to fleſh. 

2, It 1s ſometimes taken for the divine Na- 
tare of Chriſt; fo the Lord is that ſpirit, that 
is, Jeſus Chriſt is that ſpirit, which is oppoſed 
to all the outward and ficſhly ordinances of 
the Law. 

3. It is taken for the Holy Ghoſt, or third 
Perſon of the Trinity , as diliin& from the 
Father and the Son. There be three that 
bear wicneſſe in Heavenz the Father, the 
Word, and the Spirit. 1 Fob# 5. It is the 
ſpirit which bears witneſle 3 for he is truth. 
I will ſend the Comforter, even the ſpirit of 
| truth, Fobe 14, And I will pray che Father 

| for It, Fohn Zo 

4. Taken for the produ&, or work of the 
Spirit 3 what is boxn of the Spirit is Span, 

tnat 
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that is of the ſame Nature with the Spirit at 
{elft. So that now, for God to be juitihed mn 
the Spirit, is not meant as if he hau any 
riphteouſneſſe infuſed in him, which he had 
not before, but that he was juſtitied, that is, 
declared to be righteous, one who had no lin, 
neither was gutle found in his mouth , and 
that he was abſolved from all that charge of 
the guilt and puniſhment of fin, which was 
laid upon him, andone who had finifncd his 
courſe, and done his work compleatly , both 
fatished the law, and the juſtice of Ged 3 and 
that in or by the Spirit, that is, his God-head, 
or by the vertue and merit of his divine 
Nature, which made all he did, efficacious 
and ſatisfactory, the Spirit it ſelf bearing 
witneſſe of it, and fully diſcharging him from 
what was laid upon him. 

For theſe words, (as one ſaith) to be 
brought in anſwer to. an obje&tion , which 
might be made on this, that Chriſt was God 
manifeſt in fleſh, that is, humbled and abaſed, 
or elſe he could not have ſuffered ; why hence, 
the world thought he was a deceiver, that he 
was not ſuch a one as he pretended, took upon 
him as a malcfacor, and uſed him fo; why, 
but he was not {03 for though he was mant- | 
felted in that baſe and low way, and fo united 


and clouded in ficſh, yet he was juſtified in FW 


the 
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the ſpirit; they ſaw not that inward glory 
and power which was in Chriſts Nature , 
but what ever men eltcemed of him, yet the 
ſpirit it (cl juſtihed him. 

Bat ſeeing this is ſo great a myſtery , ſet in 
the ſecond ranck of the deep things of God , 
we had need look more narrowly into it, and 
ſee what the Scripture ſaith concerning this 3 
how Jeſus Chrilt may be faid to be jutti- 
fied. | 

Tis is to be premiſcd in general, that it is 
ſpoken in oppolition to his humiliation or 
manifeſtation in fleth 3 for in that he ſeemed 
to be condemned to walk up and down as a 
linner, one which was the ſhame of the 
world; and therefore he 1s {aid to be juſtified 
in the ſpirit-z that is, 

I. Internally , what ever he was without, 
yet within hz: had a4pirit of glory, his outſide 

-was mean, but his mſide bleſſed. ' 

2, External'y, he was notwithſtanding all 
the vilivle atings of him in the world, and 
| the miſapprehenſions of wicked men, yet the 

{ſpirit did till juſtitie him, and clear him, and 
declare him to be righteous. 
+ Tyo things were laid on Chriſt, which he 
had need to bejuſtified from. ' | 

1. The falſe aſperfions which the world 
| Jatd on him "they lookt on him as a deceiver, 
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a friend of Publicans and Sinners, one which 
blaſphemcd, when he faid he was the Son of 
God, one which had a Devil, and wrought 
all his miracles by the Devil. 

2, The ſtare he ſtood in under our fins, 
have had the guilt and the punithment ” 
them Jaid on him, whereby he fivod as 
Vilitble malefacor, and under the viiible "Sh 
tence of condemnation, 

For Chritt was really charg'd with the 
ſatisfaction of our ſins, and was liable to atl 
that the Law could ay tous for them. Now 
he had nced to be juſtified from this,by having 
an acquitrance and abſolution by the ſpirit of 
God, 

Now, in both thcſe ways may Chriſt be 
ſaid to be jultihed. 

1. He was juſtified in the ſpirit, from al! 
thoſe wicked imputations his enemies latd on 
him 3 none were accounted of ſo vile, as 
Jeſus Chriſt 3 all the reproaches that cou'd 
be invented , were laid on him , they -calied 
him a Devil commonly. Now ſce how he 
was juſtified in the ſpirit 3 that is, firſt, how 
clear he was within 1n his ſpirit, no guile was 
tound in his month... 

2: By his Godhead, what bright Gite 
kling of God; wes in the face of Jclus Chrilt, 
to the conviction. of his encmics z many _ 
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when they came to catch him, they were 
catch'd by the beauty of his glory , and fain 
toconteſſe he was a righteous one, and that 
never any fpake or acted like him ; in all thar 
ever he did in theadts of his humiliation, he 
was juſtthzd in it, God clearing it up , that he 
was the true Meſias and Saviour of the 
world; when he was born, wiſe men camc 
by the ſpirit to ſee him and worſhip him , 
when he was baptized the ſpirit came down 
viſtoly on him, and proclaim'd from Heaven, 
that- he was the beloved Son of God, with 
him he was infinitely well pleaſed, Nay,come 
to the uttermoR degree of. his humiliation, 
waen he hung on the Croſſe between two 
thieves, by his ſpirit he converted one of 
them, and made them acknowledge he was 
the righteous man, and they only the finnere, 
In a word, what ever he did or ſpoke, the 
ſpirit did a& it in him, and juſtitied him in it, 
T ſpeak not of my ſelf, bat God teſtifies of me, 
Jobu 6, He was begotten in the womb by 
the ſpirit, led up and down in the pirit, 
offer'd up by the eternal ſpirit, raiſed from 
the dead by the ſpirit, That place in the 
Romans, 1. 3. cleers up this; He was declared 
#2 bethe Son of God with power, by the ſpirit of 
holineſſe in bis Reſurrefion. It is a place which 
anſwers this; He wa of the ſeed of David 
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a concerniag the fleſh , but declared to be the 
Sozre of God in the ſpirit, when he did riſe 
@7 3 as much as to ſay, he was God mant- 
telt in flcſh, that 1s, in weakneſle, and yet he 
was juftified by the ſpirit of holineſfe , to be 
the fon of God. Chriſt would often call 


himſclft the Son of God, and for ther, he was: 


calicd a blatphemer, and tor that, they ſought 
to put him to death, as if they had ſaid, we 
will try that, thou canſt not dic if thou be the 
gon of God : And fo when he was put to 
death, they were confirmed, that he was a 
deceiver z But now , when he roſe again of 
himſelf, then he was declared with power , 
© be the Son of God, that is juſtityed by the 
ſpirit of holineſſe ; or the holy ſpirit ; that 


{;irit did dcclare, that he was full of holineſs: . 


But this was the leaſt part of Chriſts juſtifica= 

{[10Ns 
2. Chriſt food under the charge of all the 
fins of the Ele&, as a common perſon, and ſo 
was by God himſclf condemned ; he bore our 
i1ns on the Tree, in his own body, that 1s, 
was really charged with the guilt, and the 
puniſhment of it, and though he was not 
guiity of any fin, yet was Puniſhed as the 
greatelt malctactor , ſtanding as our ſurety. 
Chrifi may ſeem to be condemned, even by 
God himſc'f, and ix muſt come off clear . - 
elle 
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e'ſe lye under the punithment of it for ever 3 
for once the charge wes laid on Chritt, the 
law looks to him. | 

Now Chriſt that- was thus. viſibly condem- 
ned, he is juſtified in the ſpirit, not only that 
he was appointed to fatishe ; but that he had 
fatisfi:d, and took away theſe fins3 and it was 
reaſon, that it God did charge him with the 
debt of our fins, that after he had paid it , he 
ſhould be acquitted and .dcclarcd juft, and 
the Juſtityer of theſe, for whom we under= 
took : Now this is the great meaning, of this 
phraſe that whereas Chriſt was manifeſt- as 
God in our fleſh, and fo ſtood under the 
guilt of our fins, he was juſtified in his fpirit, 
_ cleared by God, that he had fully fatisticd 

im. | 

That whereas God was manifeſted in flcſh, 
that 15, as the Apofile faith, Rom. 8. To cot 
demn fin in the fleſh, that ſame God-man was 


allo juſtified in the ſpirit, that is; freely and 


fully acquitted by. his God-head from all theſe 
fins, and fo taker-up into glory, And Chiilt 


himſelt in a Prophefiz, when he was to dye, 
and be judged as a condemned man, he com- 
forts himſelf with the thoughts of this; 
He #5 near that juſtifies me, who ſhall condemn £ 
1/2. 50. 8,9. So likewiſe the Apoſtle ſpeaking 
of Chrifts Reſurrection, be was put to death 18 
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tbe fleſh, but quickncd in, or by, the ſpirit, 1 Pex. 
3- 18. a place tully parale!} unto this, Pax] 
taith, be was jutificd in the ſpirit , and Peter, 
twat be was quickned | in the ſpirit 3 both mean 
on? and the ſame thing, viz. that new life 
which Chriſt had from the dead when he left 
all our {ins behind him and roſe again 3 and 
by ſpirit- 15 meant his God-head or divine 
ature, whereby he was both raiſed from the 
grave, and the guilt of fin together, he was 
quictned an jultified 3 as a Malcf:&or, by an 
2bſo'ution rcceivesa new life after the ſentence 
of death : and this work of juſtitying Chritt 
is cſpccially laid on Chriſts reſurrection 3 who 
when he dycd was a condemned man, but 
when he roſe again appears as a righteous 
man, which had tinithed his work. For - 
jaſtthcation implies and ſuppolech a former 
gujit laid to ones charge of which he is 
acquitted. There was reaſon , that it Chriſt 
bore our fins, and ſfood as one condemned , 
having done away fin, ſhould likewile bc juftt- 
fed from the guiit of what was laid on him, 
and be pronounced righteous : Chriſt was 
under the greateſt atteinder that ever man 
was, he Rood publikely charged with the guilt 
of a world of finz, and if he had not been 
juſithed by the {pirit, he had fiill lain under 
the blame of all,and bcen liable to the execution 
of 


| ſouls, 
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of all this in his own ſoul 3 therefore though 
he was manifeſt in fleſh as one condemned in 
that fleſh, yet the power of his God-head 
raiſed him up from under the power of death , 
and declarcd him as a righteous perſon , one 
that was accepted for, and that had compleat- 
ly fatished for poor finners. And as at fir 


converſion, we paſs from death to lite , that 


15, from an eſtate of death and condemnation 
0 an cliate of life and juſtihcationz So did 
Chriſt at his Reſurre&tion, from en eltite of 
dcath and guilt which was Jaid on him to an 
eltate of lite, -and glory and, juſtification from 
{in 3 for had there been any fin unſatisfied tor, 
he could not have been juſtified. 

Uſe 1. Is to inforin: us of the greatneſſe 
of this myſtery, that God ſhould be juſtified 
in ſpirit ; That God ſhould manifeſt himſclt 
1s a wonder, and eſpecialliy in fleſh : But that 
we ſhould be juftihed, that implies a guilt, 
{ome detault 3 and doubtjcfle this 13 one of 
the wondertulleft diſcoveries of his love to 
How can God be faid to be juſtt- 
hed ? who can imagine any evil in the Al- 
mighty, who tinds tolly in the Angels 3 they 
are not able to juttifie themſelves in his ſight 3 
but the myſtery 15 in this, that God himlclf 
which was 1n our fleſh, (which 15 none other 
then Cluilt) he js allo juſtified for us. God 
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in our flc(h takes upon him the charge of our 
debts, and by his own fpizit juftines him» 
te If. 

Oh, how are poor ſouls raiſed at theſe 
expretſions. All the works of our falvation 
are done by God himlſelt, he taking that on 
him, and acting over that in the perſon of 
his Son, which mutt be particularly done in 
them. 

Two things were to be done to fave us3 
Satisfaction , and ]:aftification, payment of 
debt, and diſcharge of bonds. Why now , 
God comes in our Nature, and is both 
puniſned and jultitied, as 1 he had done the 
offence, not we; God is juſithed, inſtead of 
iis, and dics when it was our condition 5 lct 
our hearts not be commonly affected with thts 
inyttery. 

2. Uſe. This myſtery raifeth again from 
the dead, the hopes and joyes of poor fouls, 
and in the mid of all their fins, and appre- 
henftons of wrath, gives the ſtrongelt ground 
for Faith in their juſtification. Why was 
God ( or God. in Chriſt ) juſtified , he had 
no nced of ſuch an aR in himſelf, no guile 
was ever found in his mouth, he was a Lamb 
without ſpot ; but all this is to denote what 
God was forus, that he might be tous All 
the acts that were to be done on us, wo firſt 

done 
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done tO God in our Nature, a&:id on Jefus 
Chriſt; and he was but an image of what is 
to be perſonally done to us; ye2, whatever 
conſideration he paſſed under, it was as in our 
ftead, and we are to reckon our ſclves as 
ſharers with him, ya, as really partakers wich 
him, as.if we had acted it in our own-perſons. 


When he dyed, he flood under an ad of | 


attainder tor fin, heactcd nor was capable of * 
none; but only ſtcod there for 'us, and our | 


very fins, on the Cioffe were crucified with 
Chriſt, and ſatisfied for by him, as it we had 
paid the utmoſt farthing with our own hands3 
fo when he was jaſtihcd by the ſpirit, we were 
jaſtified. He was juſtified as a common per- 
ton in the room of all the Ele&, as he dycd as 
a common perſon for their fins, | 

In theſe two expret{tons, you have all the 
myltery of Redemption, 2nd the reconciliation 
of tinners to God, - 

I. God was manifeſt in fleſh, to bzar our 
fins, and to be abafſed and humbled for them, 
whereby he might fſatisfie himſ:If, and then 
in the token of acquittance, and abſolution of 
us from all theſe fins, he is juſtified in ſpirit, 
and all the objections of unbelief, are an- 
ſwered in this. . Saith the foul, how fhall 
my fins bz fatished tor? Why God is manifeſt 
32 fleſh tor that end, to lay down an infinite 
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price to his juſtice ; But how ſhall I know 


' that my fins are taken away, and that I arn 


1 


: 


juſtified from them > why, that God was 
jufiified in fpirit, that 1s, the ſpirit which 
ſpeaks nothing but truth, and who knows al] 
things,did publickly declare that there w:s 4+ 
compleat righteouſneſs 'obtained for ſinners, 
and did pronounce it to Chritt, as in the name 
of all the Ele&, - 

Tt is worthy turther ſearch into this, what 
Chriſts being juſtified in the ſpirit , amounts 
unto, for the comfort of poor ſouls, in regard 
of their juſtification, that fo we may all ſec, 
what full and plenteous redemption that is 
in Jeſus Chriſt, and what matter of holy 
triumph we have, in regard of cur own 
juſtifc2tion, 

Firft, that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be juſtihed, 
and that for us, or in our name, as the 
Attorgey takes up the Bond in Court to: 
his Clicnt 3 ' it 15 as good in Law, as 1: t ic 
party himfelte were there to receive the 
verdidtand fee the a& inrolled. And obſerve, 
it was more for Chriti to be juſtihed, a harder 
thing then tor us ; for he had the fins of ©. 
whole world of the Ele upon him, and yvct 
Chrift beleeved his juſlificution 3, jn fiat 
former place 3 Iſa. 50. be (5 near that ir ies 
me. Well mayett thou belezyo the particulas 

C; 1.144 $4, 


bY 


. thee. 
- juſtified at that moment, all the Elect were 
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. Juſtification of thy perſon, ſeeing Chriſt was | rei 


 zuftthed for thee before-hand 3 he was that 


great ſnrety, that flood bound .to pay: thy 
dcbts, and he was publiquely acquitted for 
-And this is certain, that Chriſt being 


virtually -and really juſtified in him; that a& 
of God which paſs'd on him, was diawn up 
In the-name of you allz and when you believe, 


this Indenture 1s ſhown unto your hearts. 


' But ſecondly , in that he. was juttificd in 
the ſpirit, our comfort is raiſed higher, for it 
was not an ordinary acquittance which was 
eiven Chriſt . in our name , but what was 
drawn up by the ſpirit of truth z who 'can 
ſpeak nothing but truth z God himlelt 
jultitied himſelt in our Nature, by his own 
{pirit, ſuch an infallible witneſſe cannot be 
qt acktioned. ' And though by ſpirit be meant 
nis God-head in general; yet it 15 ſpecially 
meant of that' perſon which 15 the ſpirit, 
Th:rctore the Apotile Fohn, Fobn 1. 5,6. 7, 
S. 9, 10. reduceth all ro this, that it was the 
ſpirit that bears witneſs to this , that life is in 
Fiſus Chriſt ,. Chriſt came by water and blood 
fait9-be, but Chrijt # the Spirit 1bat bears wit* 
mſs to this. «>. 

There were two things which did juſiifie 
Chriti,ard bath done by the ſpirit 3 his reſur- 

rection 


| roſe; 
/ fore 
| ſatis 
| bm 


from 
0 f G, 


' Rom 


Carri 
dow 
did 
from 
Chr! 
coin 


theſ 
the. 


Myſtery of Godlineffe. 123 


re&ion and aſcenſion into Heaven, 1n that he 
roſe again; it was clear that he was juſtihed, 
for elſe he co:11d not haveriſen, it he had not 
ſatish:d, the bands of Death would have held 
him faſt'in the Grave, but that he can raife 
trom the dead, he was declarsd to be the Son? 
of God with power, but ſtill by the holy ſpirit, 
Rom. 1. 3. And in that, he by the ſpirit was 
carried up unto his Fathers glory , and fate 
down at the right hand of God. It clearly 
did ſhew, he was accepted and freed by God, 
from that which was laid on him. Theretore 
Chriſt faith, that this tha!l be one of the great 
things which the ſpirit thallconvince the world 
of, viz. Of righteonſireſſe, becarſe T go to my 
Father , Foha 16. That is, that there 15 a 
compleat righteouſneſs obtainzd, and jultth- 
cation , or el{eI had never been admitted into 
my Fathers preſence 3 and all this actcd by che 
{pirit. 

And as a further evidence of this, as foon 
as ever he was aſcended, he powrs down the 
ſpirit as a flood on h1s Apotiles, and the Saints 
with them, and to demonſtrate, that he was 
not only accepted in his own perſon, and hc 
perſonally juſiihed 1n him, and now grace and 
lite muſt neceſſarily run out upon then. In all 
theſe acts Chrift was jultitied in the {pirit for 
the comfort of belieycre. Ads 2. 1, 2,3. 4,5. 
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Now how may your fouls triumph and 


' rcjoyce in your juſtification, in the thoughts 
. of this, that Chriſt, yea God was juftthied | 


tor you and however you are in your ſelves, 
yet you may be juſtified in the ſpirit 3 beleevers 
have nothing to doe, but to take out the per- 


tonal aſſurance of this to their own (ſouls; | 


at that time when Chrift was juſiiticd , you 
were vertually fo, and yet but out of the 
parricular difcharge by the ſpirit to your 
hearts, and your juſtification 1s complcat. 
The great complaint of ſouls is 111 this , that 


.they are not juſtified in God's eycs : But now, 
We are not only acquitted by the fpirit in our | 
Own hearts, but God himſelt is juttihed in our 


Nature for us 3 there 15s none to offend bat 
God, and none to be juſtified but tinners, But 
now, when God ſhall fatisfic himſelt , and 


- zaſtihie himſelf in our perſons, or in our ſtead 3 | 
what ſtrong conſolation have we , God will | 


not lay the payment on us, but himſclt, and 
he will juſtthe himſelf for ns. 

It was inore for Chritt to be juſtified , then 
for any one of as ; for he had more laid on him, 
then can belaid on us, he ſtanding not under 


thc charge of one perſons fins, or many , but | 


of all the Elc@ 3 and when he was juſtihied, a 
till difcharge was given for all that he re- 


pr.fented, This is a myſtery indeed, God | 


JS 


1s of 
In OL 
for v 
a pu 
belec 
out 1 
Chr! 
2n 
form 
belet 
now 
but 
fort] 
on 1! 
you! 
out 
ther 
we | 
and 
and 


but 
ect. 
rit | 
3 
Let 
you 
you 


Myſtery of Godlineſſe. : | 125 


is oftcnded, and God takes that on himfclf 
in our Nature, which lay on us, and 1s juſtificd 
for us. When Chriſt was juſtified, there was 
a publick record of it > and now when we 
beleeve, we go but to that Court, and take 
out the particular diſcharge to our own ſouls, 
Chriſt receiv'd the fhrit a& on himſelf in our 

ame, and it was as authentique as if it vere 
formally done on our perſons 3 But when we 
beleeve, it 1s done? perſonally tous. So thar 
now beleevers, you have nothingelſe to doe 
but apply that righteoutnefſe , which iſſued 
forth trom Chrifts jaſtificaticn , and lay hold 
on it as your own: Goto the Court, and ſec 
your own names n the Indenture, and ger 
out the copy of it in your own heart ; tos 


there is a _necellity, if Chriſt be juſtified , rÞ4e - 


we ſhould be diſcharged; ther. tore get holy 
and glorious triumphs in your heart, over fir; 
and Death, in that, Chriſt is nor only dad. 
but alive, and that you are juſtitied in hin) ; 
ect out the ſpecial aſſurance of it, by the [p!- 
rit to the hearts. 

3 Uſe. It Chriſt were jufiihcd in the fpizie, 
Let it be your icare to jaſtite Chrtit ;51 
your ſpirits. one hath diſcharged him, {© do 
YOu. 

Q._ How can we juſtihe Chriſt,you will ſay ? 

S. Why, when you beleeve what he avi 
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done for you > Chriſt hath done all things for | : 


you, ſatisfied wrath, fulfiiled the Law ; God 


hath acquitted him, pronounced him juſt, faith | 


ke 1s contented, he can defire no more why 


now do you juſtifie Chriſt m this, by ſaying 


Amcn in your own Conſcicnccs to this, 


Hath Chrift dyed ? believe that your fins * 


ſhall dye, Is he juſtified ? belicve that fo are 
you, When the ſurcty hath paid the debt, the 
principal as well as the creditor, o:ght to give 
an acquaittancc. 

Oh how are we to be blamed for our un- 
belict 3 what aſperſions doth it caſt on Chriſt, 
he hath done all things well , but we fay by 


urbclict, he hath done nothing. Unbelicf | 


proteffeth Chriſt is not dead, or at leaſt not 
riſen » eh == iu 31 force, Juſtice is not 
ſatisfied, there i3 no juſtification procured : 
Every doubt in a Saint, caſts a ſcandal on 
Chritt ; God faw cauſe enough to juſtitie 
Chrilt, cyen by his own ſpirit, and to declare 
him incur names, to be a righteous one, and 
we in him3 but we ſee not cauſe to believe our 
own juktitication, or the remitlion of our fins ; 
what is it , but to think that Chriſt 1s held 
under the pains of death, hath not done any 
thing to purpoſe, that the wrath of God is as 

open to deſtroy us, as ever it was. | 
You keep Cluilt as it. were in a priſon, and 
Wnadcr; 


g 
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under condemnation, when you bchieve not 5 - 
Oh ſouls , will-you not juftife Chrift in all 
theſe glorious things he hath done tor you. 

Then you jufſtitie Chritt, when you acxnuw= 
ledge him'to be what he is 'made'ot God to 
you, wiſdome and righteouſneſſe; ſaninca- 
tion and redemption, '. Lmight go through all 
his Offices and Aqs:for-us; -as then ' we 
juſtific. him in regard of his deatly, when our 
hearts are fſatished with: the offering up of 
himſelf, and that ſatisfaction. he hath made. 
So In his rc{urre&tion, when we believe we are 
freed from our fins,” our ſarcty boing riten tor 
our jufitfication z ſo in regard of the whote 
wcrk of ſalvation, we: juftitie Chritt when 
we gotohimasa tull and compleat Saviour, 
having, our conſcience quieted by his 1ight- 
tcoulneſſe ; -and our hearts triumphing the» 
rough his fulneſfſe ; Oh it is ſud to tee ho wv 
Chriſt is crucified again in our liars , 
thorough unbelict, arraigned as a malct3- 
ctor ; tor this is certain,it there be not cnony/1 
laid in for the fatistying and inriching of fouls, 
then Chriſt 15 not righteous, and he is undcr 
condemnation : How ſhould we rcjoycs te 
witneſſe to Chriſt faithfulneſſe and riph- 
teouſncſſe. When we go boldly to God b;; 
Chritt, then we acknowledge Chriſt to bs 4 
Mediator ? when we find the ſenſe of our 
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juſtification in our own hcarts, then we acquit | 
Chriſt, and declare he was juſtified from our 
{ins, 
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'\  CGeen of Angels, &c. 


1 Reat mylteries have great admirers z 
[| according as things are in themſeſves 


ſo they are adored. Godlineſſe is 

che greateſt myſtery that ever was, 

| Fit being inade up of various workings of the 

|| gloryof God) ) and it hath the greateſt and 
| rclt glorious Creatures for to fiudy it, even 
the Angels themſclves. This is one of the 
particulars whereby the Holy Ghoft (ets forth 
the greatneſle of this myſtery, that it was 
ſeen of Angells. The two former expreſſions 
ſet forth this myſtery in its nature, and eſſence, 
under a twofold conſideration of God , as 
majfeſiea in ficſh , and juſtified 32 ſpirit : But . 


this 
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this ſets it out in regard of the outward ct| ct 
it had on the higheſt Creaturers , It was tht: 
objedk of their admiration 5 not that this is 
part of the myſtery it felt, hut an expretſion 
which the ApoRle puts in, inthe midii ot all, 
fo raiſe our thoughts of it, beckuſe Angels did 
look into it, and adore it 3 thatwemay there- 
_ open this, we will conlider, ** : 

* What this myſtery was which Ange's 
"They 

2, What 15 meant by this fight, or hovy 
they may be {aid to ſee nt. 

3- How it doth magnihie this myttery, 

For the firſt; the myftery which is here 
held out as the objec of Angels fight, 1s none 
other than Jeſus Chrilt acting as a Mediatcur 
for poor finners, concerning > whom all thelc 
expreltionsarez Chrilt-being a vilble- God in 
the world', God mazife{t in fleſn,a full juſtif- « 
cation for his Ele&; all the working .of this 
myltcry was in the Perſon ot the Lord Jeſus, 
and he is the ſum and ſubſtance of all, tae . 
Apoſile brings not. any .thing as a pare ct 
this - myſtery: which was done meerly in 
God; which lay in his own heart, and were 
unmanent.a&s of his Nature , fuch as: Ele 
Gion, Predcfiination, and the like 3 bur. 
only of the way or contrivance of this as 
it was actcd inthe Perfon of Jelus Chrilt , 

G 5 Who 
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who was God in our Ach; all theſe things | 
are included, and tmplyed in- this diſcovery 3 | 


it is Jeſus Chriſt who is the myſtery that was: | 


preſented to the eyes of the Angels as the 


molt glorious object: for their fight, God as: | 
in our nature dying, and ſatisfying, and being | 
juitihcd for poor ſinners, this myſtery was | 


{een of Angels 3- that is, 


2;. ( at) ſeen, it is not meant of a bare | 


fight, but of a fight which aftoniſhed the 
underftanding, and takes up the heart, elſc it 
had been a poor expreſſion to raife the glory 


of this myltery, that Angels faw it 3 but it was | 


ſo great and \yondertul, that they took the 
ercatcſt delight tobechold it, 1t was that which 


they were raviſhed 1n beholding, as at ſome 
ricw and ſtrange object, as we uſe to ſay of. 
fome wondertul apparition, it was ſeen by-. 


fuch and ſuch, that 1s, they were happy to be- 
tiald it, exccedingly taken with it 3 therefore 
the Apolile. Petcr, when he would expreſs the 


glory of this myliery, faith, the Angels do-. 


detire to look into them, 1 Pet. 1, 12, (&ngv- 


4&5). thr whole ſpirits were taken up with : 
this it wasto them 2s the blcfTedett fight that - 
they could ever behold 3 fo.thar the meaning . 


0: this. that he was {een of. Angels, is this, that 
jelus Chrilt, who was to act -ont the peace 
and.comfort of the Saints, was difcoycred ro 


the. | 
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the Angels; and the lookt on him as fo great 
a myſtery that they could not Iook off, buc 
ſtand -and admire it. So when Jeſus Cai !t 


was born, there was a heavenly hoſt 


Angels praiſing and admiring God for this 
diſcovery, Luke 2. 13, 14. leaping for joy 
but to bring the news ot him to the world, 
you have no ſuch expreſſions of the joy ot all 
the world bchides, as they took but in the 
ſceing and manifeſting this great mylicry. 
Bur, | 

3. Well may this be brought in to advance 


' the greatnefſe of: this myſtery zn. our eyes , 


that it was ſcen of the Angels 3 Angels who 


arc.creatures, of the highett order, who are of 
the fineſt. make, of the noblcſt ſpirits, who 


bcho:d the face of God himſclt, and. are taken 
up with the 1mimediate enjoyments of his 
fulncfſe 3. for them to look into this myſicry , 
as if nothing elſe were worthy of knowledge 
beſides 3 as uf the face of. Cod. himſelf were 
not ſo fwcet, nor {o taking, and fatisfactory, 
(excuſe the.expretlion) but they mult fee this 
myltcry as the top of. their knowledge ,. and 
that which went beyond all their other enjoy- 


ments; and which is more;:this kcing a'defign 


not ſo priucipally.concerning them, they being 
in it as afer off, and in general but ,being a 
myſtery of tas falyation of linners, y .t that 
| » Angds 
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Angels ſhould prefer this to all their fights , 
in fit down viewing this Chriſt before all 
thcir. own proper happineſs, how doth it ſwell 
up the glory of this deſign ? Thus you have 
the meaning of the words in the general 0- 
per. ed,I ſhall draw up the {cope of it more par 
ticularly in this Do&rine. | 

Dea. That Jeſus Chriſt in the myſtery of 
the Goſpel is the objc& of Angelical vifion 
and admiration. 

The chings of the Goſpel are not common 
or ſhallow things, but that which the bleſſed 
Angels have thcir divine {pirit taken up in the 
adorning of.." Sight in Scripture 15 put to ex- 
preſfe the: inward motions of the affeEions ; 
-Zoh. 1. 14. We ſaw his glory as of the only 
pegotten Son of God, &c. that is, we were 
taken with him as. with God himſelf, So 
Paul ſeth the fame expreffions , Gal. 1. He 
25 ſeen of me alſo, ( 6281 nay) ſpeaking of 
that glorious tight which he had of him, 
which converted him , and for ever took his 
heart with love to him. So here ( ſeen of 
Angels). that is, Angels behold the glory of 
this myttery, and were taken up with it,as the 
greatelt joy of their-hcarts- ee > Oy 

For opening this.” © Secing the Apoſtle puts 

{o.much upon it, as to put it it one great 

exprelijon . to open the greatnefſe of the 

| myttery 
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| myſtery of Godlineffſe 3 that it "was ſeen | 


ot Angels, I ſhall propound theſe things to 
handle. 

1. What fight the Angels have of the my+ 
fiery of the Goſpel. | 
2, How they come to the knowledge of 
It's 

3- That this is a myſtery , that Angels 
ſhould come to ſee this Chriſt, E 

4. What is in this myſtery, that ſhould. (o 
afte them. 

For the firſt, Angels bcing creatures of a 


ſpiritual Nature, are vaſt. in knowledge ,- 


they having no bodies to cloud their appre- 


hcenfions, but are pure intelligenie, ſee things 


nakedly, as they lie in themſelves, yet their 
knowledge is imperfect, being creatures, they 
know not all things which God knows, 
though they knovw all that 15 made. Now for 
their fhghe of Chriſt in the myſtery of the 
Goſpel 3 doubtleſſe they ſee much into 
itz for they are faid to bring the firlt 
newes of it, to wait on Chriſt in this my- 
fiery , to comfort him in his ſufferings , to 
adminiſter cordials to him, in theſe fain- 
ting fits of his paſſion; they fate in. the 
Grave to informe © the woman and his 
Diſciples , - concerning his ReſurreRion 3 


when he aſcends up to Heaven, they come. 
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tothe men of Fudca and Feruſalem, and ask | 
them, Why gaze ye here ?. Chriſt is taken up | 
into Heaven and they ſpake further of his 

ſecond coming 3 He ſhall come again, as you | 


bave ſeen him. go 1. 
know much of the inyftery. of Jeſus Chriſt ; 


They which have followed Chrift from ficp | 
to ſtep, from the birth to the grave, trom the | 
grave to Heaven, mult needs be' acquaint. d - 


much, with theſe things, and not only a bare 


Hiſtorical knowledge, but a knowledge of 


the myſtery, of.it. Only they ſee it not as a 


myſtery in them.. . There is the differcnce of | 


Saints, fight .of Chriſt,, it is as aCting all for 


them, and as a myſtery within them 3 but not . 
ſo. with . Angels; though yct they have ſome | 
concernments in it, for they ſtand by this . 


Chriſt , he is a head to them alſo. _ Bur this 


; Will be more diſcovered in the ſecond thing... 


2, How do the Angcls come to know this 
myttery , whether it be natural to them, as 


ſuch creatures , or whether it be conveyed to | 
them by ſome other means. | Some think that - 


God did diicover a model of this myſtery 
and gave a glimps of jt to all the Angels, at 


their _firlf creation ,, and ſ{hewed them, who 


muſt be their head, and through whom he 


would act all his nznd, even Jetus Chriſt, as 


12. our Natuce, which , when the reprobated 
<— Angel; 


So that Angels now | 
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Angels ſaw, they could not indure to- come 
under that myſtery, or {ubmit to Jcfus Chriſt 3 
they liked not the tight, and fo fell, and. are 
now Devils for ever 3 but the Ele& - Angels 
(of whom we ſpeak) delighted inthe ſight of 
this myſtery, and ſubmitted to the hint of 
this diſcovery, and-.fo ficod by Chriſt, and he 
was made a head to them, and they fubſift fill 
in him. But whether that be fo or no, this 
ſeems to- be clear, that this myſtery in Jeſus 
Chriſt, Angels had not the knowledge of it 
by their natural being, but as they had it by 
revelation. z for this myſtery . the Apoſile 
proteſſeth, Eph. 3+ It was hid in God himfclf, 
kept fecret m his own breaſt, manifeſted to 
none out of God , before he was pleaſed in 
time to reveal it 3 they might ſee ſore 
probabilities of it, Fave ſome guefſes by feeing 


of God's heart ,that he was big with ſome rich ' 


delign towards the creatures, . but the myſtery 
was hid in God? what it would be, and in 
what manner they could not tell, but by re- 
velation, though they ſaw God face to face, 
yet they could not fee this myſtery in God's 


Nature for it lay mhis decrees and counſels, ' 


which the Angeis know not, and it- was a 
defign from eternity, before the Angels were 
acted and contrived in God, yet this muſt be 


granted, that they Irad a manifeſtation of 
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Chriſt, as to that which cancerned themſelyes | 


as he was thcir head , and. as they flood in 
Heaven by him but as the tranaſctions of it 
concerneg. us ſinners with. the myſtcry of it 
( which 15 properly the myſicry of the 
Goſpel; .) thcy know .not but by degrees, 
as It was acted, and are {iill. capable of increaſe. 
When God had broken his mind, , opened his 
counſels, in that firſt promiſe made to Adam, 
in renewing of the Covenant with Abrahazn, 
in the. types and ceremonies of the Law, by 
all the Prophets; fo they gathered out the 
meanes of it , and. they got more by the 
buth of Chriſt, by his ;minittry.z but there 
be two great wayes, by which Angels come 
ta fee much .of the myltery of Chriſt in the 
Goſpel. 
1, By ſccing the perſon of Chrift. - 
2, By the Church, and the manitcſtatiens 
of Chrilt to them. 

For the firſt 3 beſides wit they have ſcen 
in the action of Chrili in this world.Ctormcrly 
ſpoken of). which yct gave them abundance of 
infight unto this. my ttery, for the firſt preached. | 
the Goſpel with joy and gladnels to the world, 
Luck. 2. 

They were the fic Miniſters of.the Goſpel, 
in the afhicmatiye, chat Chriſt was come, they 
pecached more of Chill, then all che Prophets 
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| did, and with greater joy,they were in a mn ul- 
titde together, prailing God,and ſaying, peace 
on earth, &c. 

- But beſides that, they now ſccing Chriſts 
| perſon in Heaven, as gloritied, and he being 
the expreſle image of the Father, that which 
expreſleth all his heart, and opens all his 
cabinets, upon whom, all the glory of God to 
man 15ac&cd, the Angels cannot, but by behol- 
ding Chrilt in this conſideration, know much 
; of the Goſpel trom him, Chriſt being the 
Epitoine, and ſumme of this myſicry 3 but 
yct, 

2, The great knowledge, Angels get in 
theſc myſteries, 15 from the Church, from the 
diſcoveries of Chriſt to the Saints, That place 
ot the Apſile, deſerves to be opened to this 
purpole. Eph. 3. 1,2, where it is ſaid, that 
one intent of preaching the Goſpel is, that”. 
Principalitics and Powers, (names given to 
Angels might know by the Church , the 
manitold wildome of God. The Apoſtle had , 
betore magnified the preaching of Chriſt, as 
the opening of the greateſt myſtery, that ever 
was to be revealed, and to ſet it forth,he ſaith, 
Hiſt, that it was kept hid from Ages and 
Generations ot men, and hid in God, laid up 
as the great ſecret of Gods heart. 

2, He-ſaith, that the Angels come to get 

their 
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thcir knowledge of it from the Church; thel the inf 
oppolition is this, that as it was hid from | ble for 
agcs of men,from the beginning of the world ; ; It wa: 
ſo it was alſo hid from the Angels 3 and as men | to Ope 
have the knowledge of it by the preaching of | mani 
It, ſo have Angels, only the Church hath firſt, | And © 
they at ſecond hand. The Church is the great | know 
ſubj«& on which all this is to be acted, it is | to {ch 
that which concerns them , they are folded | great 
upinit, it is amyſtery in them, as none have | Chur' 
been privy to the firſt contrivarce of this | doth 
myltery, but theſe three which bare witnefſe | dept 
to 1t, the Father, the Word,and the Spiritz ſo | as it 
none have the manifcſiations of it, {o glorious | of p 
as the Saints who. are the fubjc&s of it : The then 
manttcliaiions- and openings of the myſtery nt, 1 
of -the Goſpel, are not properly in Heavem, that 
but in the Church, rherefare the meeting of | had 
the Saints are called Heavenly places, becauſe hear 
there Chriſt makes his Heaven; and though Non 
the Angels fce the- myſtery of it, as Chniſt | ſpiri 
hath acted it by himſelf, and in his own per- | Goc 
ſon yet they cannot ſee jt as it is ated on the | the! 
Hearts of the Saints, which is a new myſtery, hatl 
therefore it is called a diſcovery of the mani- Chr 
told wikdom of God ; and the Apoſtle faith, of ( 
Col. I. 27. That the riches of the glory of this | tol 
myltcry, 15 Carift in us. Therc is a depth in his 
Lus myitery, and fuch manifold attings Wn . 
* X tc 
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| the infinite wiſdem of God, that it is impollt- 
{ ble for Mcn or Angels to know it all at orce. 
; It was fo vaſt, that God himſelt was tain 
| to open it by degrees, toadct it in parts, by 
| manifold, and divers a&tings of his wiſdoine : 
| And all this to the Church, It a man will 
| know the mytlery of ſuch an Art, he muſt go: 
| to {ſchool where that Ait is taught. The 

| great things of Chriſt are taught in the 
| Church, Chriſt rcvcals that there, which he 
| doth no where elſe 3 if Angels will ſee into the 
| depth of this myltcry, they muſt go to {chool 
a3 it were unto the Church, Whcn a company 
of poor Saints are together, Chriſt ſtands in 
the midi of them , comes down by the ſpt- 
rit, makes a throne, brings to light, glories 
that were, prepared for them, betore Angels 
had a being, kept warm, as it were in Gods 
heart all this while. It is ſaid, in (1. Cor- 2.) 
None knows the things of God, fave the 
ſpirit, he only ſearcheth theſe deep things of 
God, none exclutively no not Angels. Now 
the ſpirit is only promilſcd to the Church, and 
hath his offices on purpoſe in relation to the 
Church, and herein Jics the exceeding_glory 
of God, that he will diſcover ſuch a myltery 
to his poor creature man, which he will make 

his hiphelſt creatures admire. 

Thus you fce how Angels get thcir know= 
ledge 
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ledge by the Church. When Chrift is preach- 


cd, and his glory laid forth , and ſouls are 
taken into It as 1t were, why Angels come | 
down , and liſten, hold their ſpiritual ears | 


unto the whiſperings of the Spirit in the 
Golpel to us; and yet you mult not under- 


ſtand it as if the knowledge they got by the | 
Church were meerly a deduRtion of conclu- | 


fions from principles, but when they hear 
and ſee the Spirit ſpeaking to the Churches , 
and opening theſe cterna] glories of God in 
Chriſt, they ſee intutively into it, as we ſee 
when beams of the Sun on a ſudden break 
out on the world, they are exceeding quick, 
and take it as by revelation they catch up, 


as it were, the words that are ſpoken to us, | 


and before they come to our ear they are in 
their hearts z for they being ſpirits know the 
meaning of the Spirit aCoon as ever it 15 but 
revealed; neither is it to he underſtood as if 
they had no knowledge of Chriſt without the 
Church 3. for they knew Chriſt before the 
Church, and preached Chriſt unto them 3 but 
. 1t 15 meant of the degrees and encreiſe of their 
knowledge in theſe myſteries 3 the depth of 
them is laid out before them in the Church 3 
becauſe the myliery of Chriſt concerned man, 
it was thirſt. revealed to him after his Fall, 
though but very darkly,and unto none _— d 
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' fo now in th: diſcovery of it in the perfcction 
| of it there be ſome things that God reveals to 
' none, but thoſe who arc the ſubje&s of it 
' As we know not the nature of Angels, nor 
| their condition, though we know Chriſt 
| becauſe it concernes us more peculiarly ; 
\ neither do Angels know all that Chrilt doth, 
and will reveal to his Saints. There is in the 
things of the Goſpel the things themſelves 
1n the general nature and uſe of them, and the 
| glory, anddepth, the myſtery and tulneſſe of 
them; the firſt Angels knew long fince that 
God ſhould come in our fleth , and procure 
peace, and that he was juliified in the fpirit, 
and will fave fouls z but the depth ot this 
myltcry, the riches of the Glory ot it, the {e- 
veral myſtcrics contained in it, they do not 
know, but as it is opened to them, and that by 
the Church for herein God ſhewes, as his 
prerogative, ſo his diſtinguiſhing love, that 
ſome choice and bleſſed things of Chriſt , 
ſhall never be manifeſted out of God's heart, 
bat to the Saints firſt , and none ſhall know 
them, but by him, in converie with them. As 
the myſtery of Chrilt to the Saints, 15 a 
peculiar detign, ſo they ſhall have the peculiar 
diſcoveries of it, and others by them. And 
the manner whereby they know things , by 
the ſpuitual ſpecics, wherein they are mant- 
| teftcd, 
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ſelted, and by the ſceing of that glory which 
thines on them in their manifeſtation. 


was carricd on 1n the moſt unvitiblett way 
that could be; It being a myſtery fo remote 
from their particalar natures, they having no 
need of {uch a diſcovery, and that God ſhould 
act a thing unknown to theſe high creatures, 
not diſcover unto them but at ſecond hand as 
1t were, that the greateſt delign of God , 

ſhould be hid from theſe creatures, which lay 

in his own boſome as it were, for fo long a 

'time3 this'is the myſtery which the expreliion 
ſeems to imply. {( Seen of Anzels } And 
then when God had acted it, and laid out his 

glory init, he preſents it as a fight of glory to 

the Angels, that they might ſce and admire at 
what God had been doing all this while 3 this 
comes nighelt the meaning, God hid it from 
them, until he had ſet up Jeſus Chriſt in ttate 
and glory, and then ſhews him in a myltery 
to his Angels, that they might fall down 
before him, and ſee the unſpeakable wifdome 

ot God. LE: 
To this alludes that phraſe, Hcb.1.6. When 
he brings 11 the firkt born into the world, he 
faith, let all the Angels worthip him 3 God 
| (news 


| (hows 
| and wil 

3- This may well be put in as a myltery | 
among the relt, that God thus diſcoyered, is | 
ſeen of Angels; for it was a new deſign, that 
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(hews the Angels this firſt begotten of his love 
and wiſdom, and they worſhip him. 

As Nebuchadaezzar , to ſhew his ſtate and 
elory, ſet up an imape, that all his Subjeas 
mult bow down betore : So did the great 
God make an image of himſclt in Jeſus Chriſt, 
by whom. he a&cd the greatett deftigns of 
his heart, and fet it bctore che Angels to a- 
dore 3 but, 

4. Let us ſee what this myſtery contains, 
that it ſhould thus aftc@ the Angels 3 why, 
if it were nothing elſe but the manner of its 
ating, it were enough even to hill them with 
£dmiration , that God himſelf ſhould: come 
and aſſume fleſh, and bz one with it, taking 
the form of a ſervant, emptying his glory 
as it were , end making himfelt of no rc- 
putation. This cannot but aſtoniſh the highcft 
apprehenfions to do, the very outhde inti- 
mates that this is a depth that cannot be-ſoun« 
ded. It is a myſtery of unſearchable riches, 
Eph. 3. In this diſpenſation there are all the 
riches of the great God containcd 3 It is a way 
which God hath found ont to bring the poor 
creature into the boſome of all his treaſures. 

It is a myſtery in which all the decrees, and 
purpoſes, and thoughts of the heart of God 
himſelf are acted, in which the manifold 
wildome of God is moi opencd, — 
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he hath been acting in all che world hath been 


but in reference to this, to ſet it forth; the. 


choiceſt love in the utmoſt ac, in the greatcti 


varicty, at the extreameſt diſadvantages, .is 


manifeſted here 3 and as it hath beena caſting, 
and contriving in God from eternity, fo it will 
be acting to eternity, and there will be no end 
of 1t, new wonders of glory will be brought 
forth through it the longer it is look'd into. 
And for what concerns their particular , 
they may well wonder at what God is about 
in this, when he paſſeth by the moſt glorious 
of all the creation, and as out the brighteſt 
of. his glory on poor fianers, and takes them 
up to an onenclfs with himſelt, and advanceth 
them with Chriſt: tar above principalitics and 
powers, when they ſee ſuch a deſign towards 


thoſe fo far below them, and which had never | 


been ſo nigh God as themſelves 3 when fleth 
ſhall be fee down at Gods right hand 3 and 
exalted above all the glory of the Creation, 
and by that to let out eternal love, to manifeſt 
infinite treaſures of glory 3 and all this over 
and above, and befides what God hath to 
beſtow on them 3 how can the Angels chooſe 
but look about them at ſuch a tight 2 But no 
more for the opening ot it 3 we had need now 
to apply this, and rct{ec&@ on our ſclves. 

UVſe 1, Is to thame all oar hearts that we 
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are no more affected with Chxiſt, and the 
myſteries of the Goſpel z who can ſay that 
ever they ſaw this myſtery with admiration ? 
it is rathera myſtery in this regard to us, that 
we ce little of it that takes our hearts 3 Shall 
Angels fee this myltcry, andÞbe fo taken with 
it, and not we ? It concerns not them fo 
particularly , they are not wrapt up in it, yet 
are exccedingly longing for to know it 3 yea, 
cannot be content with a bare ſight of it, but 
pry into it z Ol hearts that the Sons of men 
have,that magnife no more this greatmyſtery! 
God is come cown among us in a myſiery 
of mercy, riches, love, glory, wiſdom, come 
to let ont a fulneſſe of all this on our hearts, 
And this is preached in the Goſpel, & yet who 
looks into it ? how few hearts are but ordina- 
rily taken with it ? who ſearcheth into it as 
to the bleſſedeſt Cabinet in the world 3 Chriſt 
15 not as much eſteemed as (wine, it 1s fad to 
{zy it ; men reſpect toyes, notions, any thing 
b:tore it 3 confider ſinner , doſt thou make 
little of that which hath taken up the heart of 
the great God from eternity , on which he 
hath ſet the higheſt deſign of his own glory, 
which Angels , :creatures of {urpafling glory, 
think it their happineſs but to ſee, as it were , 
though they enjoy not ? Oh how unworthy 
art thou cyer to have a g'impſe of it ! Angels 

H bchold 
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behold the- face of God immediately, want 


Aeeing of him ;_-their.pure ſpivits would. fain- 
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nothing, ;are filled with immortal glory , yet. | 


they come- down to the Church to hear the 
manifeſtations of this myſtery , the openings 
of this Chriſt ': They think they are not 


happy enough in heaven, but, muſt know what . 


Saints enjoy of this Chrili,as it it were a glory 
above their attainments. 
prefſions: to. this purpoſe which; the Apoſile 
makes uſe of in Peter, ;1 Pet." 1.12. That 


the Angels deſire to Took int5+tþe things of / 


the Goſpel ;. the word for defire fignifies the 
utmoſt coveting., or longing after a thing 


which a. man cannot be without; Chriſt is fo - 
ſweet. and bleſſed an. obje&,: and the. Goſpel ' 


fo filled with the glory .of God, that theſe 
bleſſed. creatures cannot contain without 


:be in the boſome of them, ahd. leave their 
.heavenly; glory. but to, converſe. with- Saints 


about the myltery. of God jn Chriſt : So the 
other word intimateth, they defire to look 
into them, (n&xuv4a) the word fignities 


bowing down, to pry.heedtully:and narrowly 


Pry "AY 
58 


into a thing... [It-15: uſed from the Diſciples 
Rooping down . and. look! 


Sepulchre, Fohn 20. (narxuw or htne) the 
poor Diſciples did not more heedfully look 
Into .Chriſis grave, to behold their Saviour, 
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than 
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There be two .ex- 
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than Angels do to ſee Chriſt in the Goſpel. 
So you have it typified. of them, Exod. 25. 
the Cherubims were made looking down 

- towards the mercy-ſeat, thewing how Angels 
| ſhould delire to peep into Chriſts heart , 
| where the ſeat of mercy is, as if they longed 
| to have one glimpſe on them 3 Oh bluſh you 
hearts which have made fo light of the con= 
ccrnment; of the Goſpzl! 

Uſe 2. How happy are you who have had 
under the -Goſpell any manifeſtations of 
Chriſt, any diſcovery of this myſtery to your 
hearts 3 bleſſed are your eycs for they fee, 
and your ears for they hear z you have ſeen 
that which never eye ſaw which is naturall , 
and what the pureſt ſpirits ſee and wonder at 3 
| Angels envy not your happineſſe, but they 

yall to your glory, they are not your corrivals 

but admirers 3 you have theſe fights laid bee 
fore you, that Angels would leave their habi- 
tations above but to ſee 3 ſuch dainties ſpread 

| before you to eat, which Angels every day; 
| long for; certainly Saints are kept very high, 
| that theſe bleſſed ſpirits long to. feed with, 
| them, the leavings of your enjoyments, they, 
take up. Oh hath God diſcovered his love, to 

\ theeinChrift, given thee a ſight of his face in; 
| Chriſt, juſtified! and ſanGified thee in him 5, 
| hehath done that for _ Angels wonder 
| 2 at 
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146. 
| behold the face of God immediately, want | 
nothing, are filled with immortal glory , yet:: | 
they come- down to the Church to hear the 
manifeſtations of this myſtery , the openings 


Feeing of him 3 _-their;pure ſpivits would: fain- | 
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of this Chriſt : They think they are not 
happy enough in heaven, but, muſt know what 
Saints enjoy of this Chrilt,as it it, were a glory 
above their-attainments, There be twwo .ex- 
pretlions: to- this purpoſe which;the Apoſile 
makes uſe of in Peter, ;1 Pet." 1.12. That 


the Angels deſire to look int5+tþe things of - | 


the Goſpel 3. the word for defire fignifies the 
utmoſt coveting , or longing after a thing 


which a man cannot be without; Chriſt is. fo - | 
ſweet and blefſed an. obje&t,: and the. Goſpel * | 


fo filled with the glory .of God, that theſe 
blefled. creatures cannot contain without 


'be in the boſome of them, | ahd leave their 
.heavenly; glory but. to converſe. with- Saints 
about the myſtery. of God in Chriſt: So the 
ether word intimateth, they defire to look 
into them, (ma&zxuv lo) the word fignities 
bowing down, to pry.heedtully:;and narrowly 
into a thing.: :It-15: uſed from the Diſciples 
ſtooping down . and. look! 
Sepulchre, Fobn 20. (n&exww 40 Atne) the 
poor Diſciples did not more heedfully look 
anto .Chriſis grave, to behold their Saviour, 
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than Angels do to ſee Chriſt in the Gofpel. 
So you have it typified. of them, Exod. 25. 
the Cherubims were made. looking down 
towards the mercy-ſeat, ſhewing how Angels 
ſhould defire to peep into Chriſts heart , 
where the feat of mercy is, as if they longed. 
to have one glimpſe on them 3; Oh bluſh you 
hearts which have made fo light of the con- 
ccrnment; of the Goſp:1! 

Uſe 2. How happy are you vho have had 
under the -Goſpell any manifeſtations of 
Chriſt, any diſcovery of this myitery to your 
hearts 3 bleſſed are your eyes for they (ee, 
and your cars for they hear z you have ſeen. 
that which never eye ſaw which 1s natural] , 
and what the pureſt ſpirits ſee and wonder at z 
Angels envy not your happineſſe, but they 
yall to your glory, they are not your corrivals 
but admirers 3 you have theſe fights laid bee 
fore you, that Angels would leave their habi- 
tations above but to ſee 3 ſuch dainties ſpread 
before you to cat, which Angels every day; 
long for z certainly Saints are kept very high, 
that theſe bleſſed ſpirits long to. feed with, 
them, the leavings of your enjoyments. they, 
take up. Oh hath God diſcovercd his love, to 
thee in Chrift, given thee a fight of his fice.in; 
Chriſt , juſtified! and ſanQificd thee 1a him. 
he hath done that for = that Angels wonder 
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at z know thy own happineſſe, pry into thy 
priviledges : And if thou canft not wonder 
cnough thy ſelf, take in Angels to bleſſe, and 
Praiſe, and admire with thee, they deſire no 
better employment 3 theſe ceeleſtial, Seraphi- 
cal ſpirits love to ſing the tune of the Goſpel 
moſt, they do ſervice to the Charch, admi- 
riiſter to them, and all their wayes, as it were, 
35 to hear ſomething of Chriſt, among, and to 
know more of this myſtery by them. 

Uſe 3+ Let your whole hearts be laid out 
Iti the {iudying of the myſteries of the Goſpel, 
there muſt needs be ſome rich jewels in it of 
unſpeakable worth, that God makes Angels 
to dig for, and above all things labour to ſee 
the myſtery; content not thy ſelf with any 
bare Hiſtorical knowledge, or outward ap- 
prehenſions of it,but ſtrive to be in the boſom 
of the enjoyments of them, and let no fight 


fatisfic thee, but what is raiſing and aſtonith+ 


ing thy heart 3 this ſets out the worth of 
Chriſt, that he was ſecn of Angels ; what, 
barely preſented to their fight 3 no, they ſaw 
him with delight, with joy, they were rapt 
vp above themſelves, to ſee ſuch a glorious 
objea. 

Confider it is a myſtery , wherein your 
happineſſe is included, your joyes, and com- 
forts, andall your concernments lie in it as v 

0 
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fo many folds. All the wiſdom and love of 
God is laid out in refererice to the making of 
you happy the Angels are but in it ſecon- 
darily, as Chriſt is their head, that beneftt they 
get by it, which is a high advancement, but 
Chriſts heart is particularly opened to you, 
and all his riches made over to you 3 and if 
you will not get to ſee much of Chriſt for 
your ſelves, to adde to your own joy , why ih 
get Chriſt opened to you, for the Angels | 
ſake, that they may know more of Chriſt by 
thee, 


PEPPHPELEEED PP © 


SERM, VII, 


1 Tim. 3, 16. 


Preached unto the Gentiles,Scc. 


OU have heard of the myſtery v 
Godlinefſe in the former _—_ 
in the inward nature of it, as it is 
acted ir the perſon of Chriſt, and 

H 3 ſeen. 
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ſeen and admired by the Angels, you ſhail 


hear it, in regard of the outward mani- 


fcltation of it to the world, As it was preached 


t9 the Gentiles, God would have all the 
creatures adore this myſtery 3 therefore firſt, 
he preſcnts it to the Angels, diſcovers the 
perion of Chriſt to them, they tndeed were 
the fitteſt creatures to dive into it, and be 
taken with it; but it is not only ſeen by them, 
but it is preachcd unto the Gentiles, diſcovered 
to the whole- world, and this is the-myſtery 
that the New Teſtament is filled with , and 


that God would have took up all the time of | 


the world to preach it in allWations. Full 
hearts Jong for vent, and cannot hold , but 
malt open themſelves every where. © God's 
heart 15 tu!l of myſterics of love and ſalvation, 
and he cannot keep it jn, butfirſt he muſt ſhew 
It tothe Angcls, fee how they would be taken 
withit, and muſt have it even preached to the 
Gentiles aiſo, that they might be taken up into 
it 3 and this is alſo a'part of the myttery, that 
God ſhould Jet Angels fee it and preach it 

dobro cu 
Yet obſerve the difference, it was but ſeen 
of Angels, they had but a glimpſe of it, it was 
diſcovercd to them, to raiſe their admiration, 
but not as a myſtery properly for them 3 but 
It was preached to the Gentiles, proclaimed to 
| them, 
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them, as if God meant to open his whole 
mind only to them. Preaching being a ſet 
way of diſcovery of a mans mind, the great 
and ſet way, its manifeſtation was not to be 
unto any, but the Gentiles : This did ſwell up 
the glory of it, in the former-expreſfton , that 
it was a fight that the Angels were taken with, 
worthy to be preſented to them, yea, and as 
that which was beyond all their attamments ; 
. what wiſe. men and great men are taken up 
- with the ſtudy of : and ſtand gazing on, we 
judge to be ſome firange and prodigious fight z 
they uſe not to lay out their thoughts on com» 
- mon things, or caſt their eyes ſlightly on e- 
_ very thing, ſee what the Angels, theſe glori- 
fied, and metaphyſical fpirits ſhall look on with 
aſtoniſhment, and long to ſee, mult needs be 
ſome ſupercceleſtial glory, a myſtery of thz 
greateſt depth and fulne(s 3 But this 1s farther, 
that this myſtery ſhould be preached unto the 
Nations ofthe world , that God ſhould make 
the great declaration of it to ſuch creatures, as 
' a myftery for them. © Fn 
This the'Apoftle may well call a great my- 
ſtery 3 »the ſumme of it is this ; That the Lord 
]cſus Chriſt, as God manifeſt 1» thefleſh , and 
juſtified in the ſpirit, and admiredby Angels, 
. ſhould be preached to finful creatures, and 
open. himlelf unto them 'in the working of 


H 4 his 


— 
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his love and rightcouſneſs : this 15 one of the | veſl 


great myſteries of Godlincſſe- ' Apc 
Here be two things in this one ſentence,that | by v 
make it a myſtery indeed. thei 


1. That Chriſt ſhould be preached; that the 

Chriſt ſhould take ſuch a way for the mani- thet 
feſting of the myſterics of his glory whichis fool 
q fo unapt and weak to do it. | bele 
q 2, To whom heis to be preached, not to only 
h Angels, not to pure and ſpiritual ſouls, but to bec:z 
the Gentiles , that 1s, either firlt ſmners im way 
gcneral, the Gentiles being the great finners | mor 
ot the world 3 but eſpecially to the Gentiles, bre: 
- 1m diftinqion from the Fewes, the Gentiles ther 
being the out-catt of the. world : this is the ven 
propcr meaning of the word here, though wo 

| tne other is. comprehended in it ; both theſe one 
have a great emphaſis 3 the Goſpel hath but | fpea 
few words in it, but vaſt of matter, and fulneſs that 
of empphalis in the cxpeſlion. in (i 
I ſhall open them both, and ſet out the my- flier 

| ſtery im them. | glo 
| Firſt , That Chriſt ſhould be. preached and 
| (iwncux0) manifeſt this Myſtery in a greater not 
myſtery, diſcover inviſible glory, by outward feſt 

| + exprelljons, the riches of his love and life | the 


— ED 


ſhould come out of the mouths of finful mo! 
creatures 3. as it was to be manifeſted to TeV 
fianers, ſoeven. by: theſe that were finners, - 

a | them» 


7, 
4 
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themſelves, to have this treaſure 1n earthen 
veſſels, the way it ſelf is a myftery. So the 
Apoſtle (1 Cor, 1. 21.) after that the world 
by wiſdome knew not God, that is, by all 
their parts and learning,which they accounted 
the greateſt wiſdom, yet all could not bring. 
them to know God : It pleaſed God by the 
fooliſhneſſe of preaching, to ſave them which -. 
beleeve. It was a foolith way, and that not 
only becauſe the world accounts it fo, but - 
becauſe. in it ſelf it. wasa weak and unſuitable 
way to fave ſouls by, that by the breath of a. 
mortal man, he would break hearts, and 
breath in lite, make ſouls bcleeve, and build-- 
them up to -heaven, by earth to convey hea- 
ven 3 forone by the outward expretfion of - 
words to ſet forth inward glory, is: but as if 
one would write in Characters for plainnefſle ; 
ſpeak a mans. mind in Hieroglyphicks.:. Now, 
that all the things of heaven ſhould be .opened 
in ſuch a dark and weak way, adds to the my- - 
ſtery.,. God might only have ſhin'd. out the. 
glory and opened the nature of Chrift, purely 
and filently by his ſpirit,. and then it:would be . 
no myſtery to conceive how, things. are mani- 


felted, but that he will have the fpirit reveal 


them- in outward [expreſſions through the. 
mouths of the finners,- to. whom it muſt b> 
revealed 3 this is a myſtery of it (elf: if a - 

_ » man 
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man ſpeak a plain ſentence: in an unknown 
tongue , he ſpeaks a myſtery, 1o faith the 
Apoftle 1 Cor. 14. he that ſpeaks in an un- 
known tongue, 15s as a Barbarian to me, and 
I co him 3 jutt fo it is here, for Chriſt a Hea- 
venly man to be expreſt in words and wri- 
tings, and God who is not to be ſeen by any 
creature, ſeen in fuch and {ſuch words 3 it may 
well-be put in the ranck of theſe great my- 
ſecies3 it God had made uſe of Angels, as 
Fe didat Chriſts birth, to preach thele things 
it had not been fo much; they might have 
come 1n ſtate; 'and proclaimed Salvation to 
the ſonnes of men ,. have brought down the 
glory of Chriſt unto our eyes 3 and if Chrift 


himſelt tad come in his glorifhed body, ac- 


companicd with Angels, as he ſhall at the laſt 
day, fach a way would not have been myſteri- 
ous'; but for Chriſt to be preached by poor 
men, to make that an inſtrument of the richeſt 


diſcovery, and to make words to convey life, 


and- our tongues to ſpeak Chriſt into mens 
hearts, is a myſtery indeed. 
Again z That Chriſt ſhould be preached, 


that 1s, firft an open way, it is the proclama- 


tion of a thing, what is preached is known of 
all, Chrift would not have his mind hid, but 
preached tc all the world;he would have every 


1oul take notice of his love, and of his glory | - 
| he 
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he proclaims it as on the houſe topz he would 
. have the great myſtery of the Goſpel preached 
to all; let all the-world know he hath a de- 
fign of ſalvation on them 3 fo Chriſt gave in 
commitllon to his Apoſtles, Mat.28. when he 
ſent them abroad to preach? go preach the 
Goſpel to every creature, except none; LI 
will have them all to know that life and im- 
mortality is brought to light. Chriſt is a ge= ||| 
ncral good, and therefore 1s preached toall> il 
he would not have the things of Heaven be 
whiſpered in the cars of ſome {clect fouls, but 
preached as on'the houſe top, that if all the 
avorld will, they may hear with their own cars 
the veice of. the Lord Jeſus, as. trom Heaven, 
ſpeaking myiteries. | | 

2, Itisa ſolemn way, as it is publique, ſo 
it is ſerious, that Chriſt 15 to be preached 3 It 
1s to be the great work of Miniſters to lay him 
out 3 the things of the Goſpel are to be preach- 
ed with the greateft folemnity that can--be : 
Preaching:;1s' nathing elſe but men ſpeaking, 
Gods mind-intheir own language. | 

2, But that. which doth inde2d make 1* 
ſo great a myRexy, is, that Chriſt 15preached 
to- the Gentiles 3: the word (49v01). 35 uſed pro- 
-miſcuouſly,”fometimes for to cxprels ſinners 
im general , ſometimes *properly tor all the 
world incatingion from the Jews, of the }« - 

| = itt, 
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ficſt, and alfo of the Gentile : theſe two names 
comprehending the whole world, I ſhall open 


them both., whereby you: may fee what a | 


great myſtery it is, that Chrift ſhould bs 
preached to the Genilles 3-that 15, 

1. To ſinners , that the great diſcovery of 
this Chriſt ,. who. is fo glorious, ſhould be. 
preached and proclaimed to. Gentiles, the 
wortt of creatures in regard of tin. So the 
name Gentile: is put to expreſle. all 'kind of 
finners 3: therefore the Apottle when.he would 
expreſle- the condition of the Gentiles, he 
calls them finners of the Gentiles, becauſe the. 


Gentiles walked. in nothing, but fin, knew not | 


God, Gal. 1. 15: So when the Apoſtle would 
ageravate the fornication of the Corauthians, 
I Cor. 5:12, he faith there was. fuch forni- 
cation among them as was not named,(tv tut- 
C4v) among the Gentiles,. that.is,, among the 
worlt and moſi notorious fanners, fach as the 
Gentiles ' were: Yet.this Chriſt, and: all the 
myltery i him, is to be preached unto finners, 
not to Angels but Gentiles. That God ſhould. 
ever-have a thought: of good will toſuch, 1s 


above all our apprehenhons:, . God : being ſo. 


infinitely. diſpleaſed : with thera : but! that he 
{bould make finncrs the ſubjects of the utmoſt 
diſcovery: of allthis: glory-, terminate. and 
cznter. as.it were. his heart in-cthem, and- let 


them. | 
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them know that which Angels admire and 
long to know, this makes up a myſtery of it 
felf : for God to make a throne, and fet 
himfclt up in the fulneſſe of glory, to. preach 
and proclaim his own riches: to ſome pure 
and unſpotted fouls, whoſe hearts might pre- 
- fently fall down before it, this were ſomething 
{uitable 3- but that ſinners, who are the chil> 
dren of wrath, ſhould be this deſign 3 all this 
myttery is ro be preached to them as a myltery, 
to be acted only towards them. | 
Oh how much glory is in this! God is here 
preaching lite, and-reconciliation, redemption, 
glorihcation, and hying out himſelf in wayes 
of wiſdom, hee: to: the worlt of 
finnersz nay, which is more:, God in. this 
myltery 1s-preached: as the pcace?-the life, the 
righteouſneſſe, the propitiation for* poor 


'finners3 what is this but the myſtery of free , | 


grace. acted in infinite wiſcome and love to > 
ftuch ſouls... Fhe Apoſtle when he doth but ' 
'think of it he cannot hold, this is a faithful \Þþ 
| ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation , that Chriſt \\Þ 
came to ſave ſinners, of whom TI am the chief, |: 

faith he, 1 Tims 1. | 
.. But fecondly, as to-ſinners in general, fo 
tothe Gentilesz the whole workd beſides the 
. Fewes 3 this 1s the proper meaning of '1t , re- 
{pc&ing the calling 1n . of the Gentiles by : 


preach» if 
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preaching , and rejeQing the Jews 3. This the 
Apoſile always makes a great myſtery 3 the 
- Apoſtle tells the Coloſizns, Col. 1. 27. that 
Gods great intent was to make known the 
riches of the glory of the myſtery among the 
Gentiles. It was a myſtery that this ſhould 
. not be preached to the Angels, but to ſinners 3 
but hercin is a further myſtery, that-it ſhould 
be preached to the Gentiles, not tothe Jews. 
The Jewes were owned by God as his own 
people, he pick'd them out from the whole 
world , put the viſible ſtar pe of his glory on 
them, ſeemed not to care for the whole world, 
but they, let them fink or {wim, they had 
the Oracles of God among them, the Cove- 
nant, Promiſcs, Gods preſence 3 But the poor 
Gentiles, out-caſts, for ſome. thouſands of 
. years left of God in blindnefſe and darkneffe 
to ſerve Devils and their own Luſts, not a 
nile of God on them3 yet-for the Jews to-he 
caſt off, have ſcarce a glimpſe of this myſtery, 
but thoſe Gentiles to: be called to the riches 
of the myſtery, and have preached amon 

them, the Jews had the firſt offer and ys 
of the Goſpel, but they ſoon diſcharged it; 
and now for-God. to leave his darling people, 
and let them have .but the out-fide - of the 
|| Goſpel, the ; ſhadows of - it -in Types -and 
|| -Ceremonics, and the offer of the kubftance of 
lll - it, 
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it but in profle as it were 3 and for God to - 
preach this'Chrift among the Gentiles , thoſe 
whom the Jews abominated as finners, firan- 
gers from the Commonwealth of Iſrael, and 
without God in the world, that theſe ſhould 
be brought under the diſpenſation of the rich 
and precious myſtery of the Goſpel, may 
"well be pat m to greaten the myſtery of 
Godlinefſe. The Apoflle in Eph. 3. when he 
voald-magnifie his Office in the Miniſtery , 
puts in theſe, that he was fenf to preach to 
the Gentiles, as the higheſt favour and glory 
that could be 3 for he faith in verſe 2. that he 

had it by revelation ; and he calls it a myttcry, 
and a myſtery of Chriſt, and a wyſtery which 
In our ages was not madeknown unto the Sons 
of men'3 and he faith, it 15 now only made 

known by the ſpirit 3 what is that which all 

this 15 ſpoken of ? 

---Fhat the Gentiles ſhould be fellow-keirs, 

and of the fame body, partakers of his 

'promiſe in Chriſt by the Goſpel, v. 6, That 
ever {uch a blind, miſerable, forlorn people, 


among whom the Devils ruled from the be-' || 


-ginning of the world,that they ſhould have the 
promiſe of Chrift'made to them;and be tellow- 
heirs with the Jews, this is a myſtery that the 
'Apolile boatts of that he is ſent to preach it, 
and therefore he goes on,as one that could not 
| contain, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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contain, ver. $. To we who am leſs than the teaft 
of all Saints is this grace: given > that TI ſhould 
preach among the Gentiles the unſearchable riches 
of Chriſt ; ( Among.[the Gentiles ) there he lays 
the ſtrength of the priviledge) as it he had ſaid, 


that I ſhould be ſent to. open the myſtery of 


heaven to- ſuch a-ſtupid and blind people , to 
preach the riches of Chriſt to theſe poor Gen- 
tiles,. this is a diſpenſation,and a grace indeed. 
So in another place, Foraſmuch as T am the A- 
Poſtle of the Gentiles T magnifie my Office, Rom. 
II. 13. This muft necds be a great myttery that 
the Apolile thought it ſo high an honour, and 
{uch a peculiar grace given him, that he ſhould 
but preach unto Gentiles; And in another 
place, the Apolile ſpeaking of the manner of 
his call to this work, he faith, Gal. 2. 8,” that 
the ſpirit of God was mighty in him towards 
the Gentiles, it was a mighty and great work, 
and the Apoſtle was mightily, and with ex- 
ceeding actings of powers moved to if. . 


b S, This. was a new deſign, never expected to 
be 


acted, that God ſhould in che latter end of 
"the world cauſe the Sun to come into that part 
of the Zodiack it never was, after it. had run 
its courſe. three thouſand years, to. make a 
noon day in the {remote and dark.places of 
the world, ang leave the habitable parts of it z 
that Chriſt ſhould at laſt be preached in the 


fulle . 
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fulleſt riches of his glory to thoſe who had 
not a benigne aſp: & of his love in ſuch a time. 
Many generations of them went down to 
hell in multitudes, in droves, not knowirg 
God or Chriſt; never dreaming of a Saviour, 
and now for the Lord Jeſus to come and ſet 
up his throne among them, open the moſt 
precious Cabinets of his love and riches to 
theſe poor creatures, here isa myſtery indeed. 
Tt was propheſied: of Jeſus Chriſt ,. and put 
down as one of the bleſſedeft ends of his com- 
ing, wherein he ſhould be moſt glorious. 
He ſhall be a light to the Gentiles, Tſa. 42. 6. 
Herein Jay the glory of Jeſus Chriſt in the 
Goſpel, that he ſhould be ſet up as a Sun to 
enlighten the darkeſt part of the wor'd. Nay, 
yet further , none ever thought. that Chriſt 
ſhould have been preached to them; for when 
he firſt called his Diſciples, ſent them abroad 
to preach, and gave them a Commitlhon to 
£0 1rto every City and preach peace, Mat. 10, 
5. He makes a particular exception, and gives . 
a ſpecial charge, Go nut into the way of the 
Gentiles 3 aSit he had ſaid, Go. any where but 
among them, there is no peace to be fpoken 
to them, as they have bern miſerable, fo they 
ſhall be. And yetat laſt for the richeſt diſco» 
verics of pcace and love tobe made to them, 
Chriſt preached only to them, this is the my- 
—- ſtery, 
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ſcry, thoſe which were no people to be made 
a people; for God to be found of thoſe which 
fought him not, is a wonder. . 

This is that paradox by which the Apoſtle 
aggravates the Jewes condition Rom 9. '3b, 


31- What ſhall we ſay then, that the Gentitcs | 


which followed not after righteouſneſſe hve 
att2ined unto righteonſneſſe , yea even the biſt 
 righteouſneſſe , that which is of faith : But 


: Sfrael which followed after the Law of Tigh- | - 
- zeonſueſſe bath not obtained it. ' The Gentttes | 
They never ſought after righteoufneſſe, they ; 
. never minded ſuch a thing, yet obtained it 3 | 


Chriſt came to be a rightcouſneſſe to them, 
- and Ictt the Jews, who ſought to be righteous 
. by their own works and endeavours without 
——_ The newneſs and ftrangeneſs 
of this, that Chriſt ſhould be preached to the 
Gentiles equal with the Jewes, and be 
brought into the ſame priviledges, and of the 
ſame body, was that which ſtumbled the 
: Jewes ,- even {aginſt Chrift himſelfe , - they 
thought it-could; not be poffible that ſuch a 
' generation ſhould ever be looked on by God , 
Or ever taken into Covenant with him. The 


Apoſtle when he doth but think of the great- 
nefſe of this-myſtery , that Chriſt ſhould be | 
preached to the Gentiles, and the Jewes caſt 


oft, cries out, Oh the depth of the riches both - 
the 


% 


#he WW 
ſearch 
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| #he Wiſdome and Connſell of God , how un- 
ſearchable are his judgments, &c. Rome 11, 
33- As it he had faid, here 1s a contrivance 
of wiſdome , and a depth of mercy. and love 
indeed, that God hath ſhak'd off his old: 
friends, and taken in ſirangers, to be teachers 
of all his riches. 
* Thus you have the ſumme of what this 
ſentence holds forth , and the opening, of a 
.great myſtery 3. the Goſpel, which opens the 
myſtery of God , is in it ſelf a myſtery, in 
regard of the manner and obje&t of its mani- 
fettation. The former two cxpretlioas hold 
forth what the myſtery is, with the glory of 
'Itz this is the way of the manifeſtation of it 
with the perſons, to whom, it is by preaching, 
and unto the Geztiles 3 and this likewiſe goes 
to make up the greatnefſe of the myſtery it 
ſelf. Bur I ſhall xather make uſe of it, then 
open it further, 

1 Vſe. It this be fo, it may inform us, 
firſt, how open the heart: of God is towards , 
us 3. he cannot contain: his love and grace 
within himſelf, it is fo vaſt and ardent, he 
cannot keep his own counſels that are for our 
good , but muſt maniteſt it to us, and that in 
the openeſt way, preached and proclaimed , 
all the mytteries of the Goſpel, though there 
'be ſo much of the glory of God in them , = 
they 
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they are not hid, Chriſt is Jaid out to open 
view. God keeps nothing hid, hc will have 
it preached, let every poor ſoul know this , 
that though all the things in the Goſpel be 
ſecrets in themſelves, yet he will have them 
opened, he is not ſhie of ſpeaking any thing, 
which may be for your good : Heaven. 1s 
opened, God's heart is proclaiuried to ſinners, 
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Fhus light and immortality is brought to| 
light by the Goſpel, God hath ſet all his | 
glory out in the light, that men may fee how 


they like them , what they are worth , none 
ſhall be coſen'd with Chriſt, they are brought 
to light, Heaven & brought home to your 
own doors, you need not go out to ſeek 


 Tighteouſneſle, it 15 brought to you, peace 


Preached to every houſe, Chriſt will have 
nothing of his love kept back, he will have 
all known what he is, and what he hath done 3 
go preach the Goſpel to every Nation, except 
none, and preach not only this and that, but 
preach the Goſpet z what ever may bring 
Joy and gladnefſe to poor ſouls3 go to them. 
Chriſt preached to the Gentiles, what is.it but 


this, that he would have all his glory. laid | 


out before them ? Oh Brethren, how cheap 


are the myſteries of the Goſpel ? you may | 


have them: for taking , you may know them, 
if you will lend a2 car to them the word 


3s 
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3s nigh thee, even in thy mouth 3 Chriſt is 
proclaim'd in the fixeetss Oh what love 1s in 
this, that God ſhould manifeſt Chriſt and 
his deepeſt myſteries to us, by ſuch a familiar 
and (wect way ! to tell his mind to us, by 
ſuch a courſe medium! open his heart to us! 
by our own mouths, it doth maniteſily de- 
monſtrate to us, how willing he is, that we 
ſhould know all his heart. Let me therefore 
exhort you, to come and buy milk without 
money , Chriſt is laid open for every mms 
good , he is for every mans penny 3 Chrift 
deals not underhand with you, you ſhall ſee 
what you buy, he is not ſhie nor cloſe 1n his 
ſpirit , but is preached to you. What doth 
the Goſpel ſay ? but here is Chriſt, as wiſdom, 
righteouſneſſe, &c, Take him, and do what 
you will with him : Preaching is but a de- 
claring this, that life and light is in Chriſt 
for you , that eternal love waits for you 
that what ever may do 'you good is provi- 
ded for you. Oh will ſouls now refuſe Chriſt, 
when he is brought to their very ears, they 
may hear him ſpeak of his riches, and glory, 
and love to them : Oh neglc& not fo great 
{alvation, 

2, It informs us, what is the work of 
Miniſters, to-preach Chritt to open the my-. 
ery of the Goſpel, to finncrs > what ever 

| men 
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men preach befides-Chriſt , is but by the bie,. 


Out any [1 


- of linners. 
eycs of tuners. offered to fianers, as finners, in 
their lowclt condition , notwithRanding all 


2. — :  — 
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the gicatduty is tolay out Chriſt, Miniſters 
mii?t raw 0:t Chriſts blood freely 3 let the 
Guipecl be preached as-it is diſcovered, with< 
11c..t30n of mercy and love, without” 
any £xc<p.on of fouls from Chritt. 

3» lc informs vs, co whem Chriſt muſt be 


preachea, vnco {t:iners, not only Saints, but- | 


finners ; nnco Gentiles, who were the worſt 
Chrift multi be laid out before the 


their vilencfſc, 
Bat: it may be ſome may ſtumble at this, 
ther:tore I would clear it up, that finners are 


the proper {ubje&, to whom the Goſpel mult 


be preached , without any qualification , but 
eleeving and laying hold opon Jeſus Chrilts 


Chriſt is to be firtt off:rcd unco finners, under- 


no other confid-r iti). but 4s finners when 1t 


is ſaid herc, that this miyticry was preached 


to the Gentiles, what is the n.eaaing of it, 
but life and 1aJvation was preaciucu, that 15, 
offered to them. 


Chriſt muft be preached. according to the. 


end and intent of his death, and of his offi.es 3 
now Chrijt dyed for finn:cs, for the ungodly, 
he came on purpoſe to ſave-finners, therefore 


he muft be offered tixſe co finners, as ſuch - 
\C 


he ſuf 
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he ſuffered for. He dy:d not 'or fuch and ſuch 
ſinncrs ſo humbled, fo qualified, but for tinners 
abſolately- to take 2way their fin. When we 
prcach Chriſt, what do we declare but Chritt 
as dead, and riſen again, for life to finners. 
And the truth is, men are capable of the 
Goſpel, under no other notion bat as fin- 
ners3' for it offers righteouſneſs and tree juſtt- 
fication, reconciliation and redemption, which 
reſpects purely finners ; none need Chritt 
but only ſuch, a righteous Chritt is for a {intul 
Creature. 
| -When Jeſus Chriſt comes to any ſoul, ke 
finds. him ungodly, and yet juſtifies him 3 
(though this is till to be taken in, though 
(Chri!t be to be preached unto ſinners, yet 
none but ſuch and ſuch ſinners do receive 
him, or beleeve upon him, whoſe hearts he 
moves,and makes ſee the-necd of him 3 though 
Chriſt b. longs to ſinners, and came into the 
world on purpole to fave them, yet theſe fin- 
iners which he doth ſave, he corvinceth and 
thumbleth, and makes beleeve 3 yet we muſt 
preach-Chriſt, according to the truc intent, 
mi proper end of Chriſts miffton and coms 


ithon; which was to fave finners.and if men 
beleeve not, and are not ſenſible of their need, 
and want of Chrift, we mult ſhake off the 
| duſt of our feet, E 


2 Uſe. 
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Ufe 2. If this be fo , then let no fin dif- 
courage thee from belceving, and going to 
Chrift, Chriſt is given to thee, on no other 
terms, then as thou art a finner, and hea 
Saviour z let thy condition be what it will, 
it cannot be worſe thin the Gentiles was : 
what it thou haſt lived long in fin, haſt been 
a ſtranger from God, yea, worſhipt the very 
Devils as they did ? Chriſt and all the my- 

| ſery of the Goſpel is to be preiched to thee, 
and.if-preached, thou mayeſt beleeve. Let all 
the world know , that grace is not circum- 
ſcribed, 'that Chriſt is not dainty of his love. 
We are commanded to proclaim peace , even - 
to thoſe which are afar offeven curſed Gentiles, 
Oh except not your felves out of the terms 
of the Goſpel, when the work of ſinners may 
come aad be welcome to the richeſt things 
of Jeſus Chriſt, yea, to drink of Chrilt's 
own heart blood. What a ſad thing is this, 
that thou ſhouldeſt be more ſhic of Chriſt , 
then he of theez what is Chritt but a Saviour ? 
for whom hath he done all for, but for tinners, 
{uch as thou art ? ſuppoſe but any righteoulneſs 
in thy ſelf, or any thing but tin, and thou 
layeſt a ground-work of deftroying the end - 
of Chriſt's coming : It thou haſt no {iy,. 
God hath done nothing for thee 3 if finne 
hinder thee from Chriti, it is, becauſe thou 
| knowelt 
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knoweſt not what Chrift is made for thee, 
We can do no more then preach Chriſt to 
the Gentiles, offer him as a full and compleat 
Saviour for ſinners, and it you being {inners, 
| keep you from Chriſt, it muſt be, becauſe you 
think not Chriſt to be a Saviour. We have 
commitljon, not to over-heat Chriſt's blood, 
but give it to ſouls, as they can take it 3 and 
I here profeſſe this day , that if- thou be a 
Gentile, the vericſt wretch that ever the world 
bore, Chriſt is preached unto thee, and thou 
art one, who mayeſi have all the myitery of 
' the Goſpel diſcovered te thee, Stand not 
mincing of the Goſpel, make not critical 
exceptions againſt Jeſus Chriſt 3 1t 15 luthcient 
thou art a finner, thou ncedeſt :d le no more 
{in 3 and if thou be a ſinner, Chriſt is oftered 
unto thee, I, this myitery is a delign of tree 
grace, and knows no other objects to act 
upon but ſuch as thou art, Oh liz ac Chritts 
fret, lay thy ear at the mouth of the Goſpel, 
It ſpeaks nothing but myſterics of love and 

life to thee. 
 Laftly, IF it be fo, here is a new obje& tor 
your admiration 3 that God ſhould contrive 
fuch a myſtery, and manifelt it unto us, that 
we, we wretched ones ſhould be the ſubjedts 
of ſach tranſa&tions, what reaſon have we to 
bleſfe and admire the love of God to us, Free 
; Wn -. gracc 
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grace hath no bounds : Tt hath only wrought 
in Gods heart , but it brcaxs out to all. the 
world, ſtands up and cii<. graces, grace foall 
the world; how ought.w.c to prize the prea- 
ching of the Goſpel, which is a revelation of 
the myſtery of Chriſt tous ; God could have 
revealed all this immediately to his Elect, and 
have made no more ado 3 but he will haveit, 
preached, this ſhall be the ordinary and coms , 
mon way of the manifcfiation of. the great” 
mylteries of the Goſpel, and thoſe which caſt 
off preaching renounce the way of. God, 
whereby he will open his hiddentreaſures. | 
Oh brethren ! think what cauſe you have 
to admire that Chriſt is preached to you, his 
love manifeſted in ſuch a way 3 you haye Chriſt 
caught in your ſtreets, the ſweet ſound of the 
Goſpel in your cars ; what ſhould take up your. 
Hearts but this -? What better news unto ſin-. 
ners than to hear of a Saviour ? The Goſpel, 
ſpeaks nothing but glad tidings to poor fouls : 


At gives out the ſpirits of life and immortality, 


to refreſh the foul. You that. were Gentiles, 
Chriſt is preached to you, beleeve, and cloſe in, 
the Goſpel; leſt it happen to you as to the; 
Jews,that Chriſt be preached no. more to you 3, 
when Chriſt declares ſuch great things,, he, 
looks for attendance, 4nd woe to thoſe ſouls, 
that obey not ſuch'a Goſpel, 
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SERM, IX. 


I Tim, 3. 16. 
Beleeved on in the world, &e, 


He myſtery of Godlineſſe is com-- 
prehended in two things ; Gods 
atings towards us, and our: 
actings towards God 3 of the- 
firſt you have heard in the for-, 

mer exprefhons, how richly and ſutably God: 
hath diſcovered himſelf to the falvation of 
his poor creature, man 3 God himſelf per- 
ſonates us in our condition, and fo tranſa&s 
our happinefſe, and that we might have the 
comtort of it, proclaims it by preaching, even 
unto the Gentiles, the moſt forlorn and con- 
temptibleſt ſouls , and this is the right line in 
which the greatnefle of this myſtery is con- 
veyed 3 for that it wasſeen of Angels, is but 
collateral to it, to make up the glory of it as 

I 2 Ex 4, 
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extra, from the admiration of ſuch divine 
creatures, when they did but look on it 3 but 
yet. his mylicry goes on ſtill in its greatneſle, 


_ evenin regard ot our actings towards itz and 


this is put in among the reſt, to fill it up, that 
it was beleeved on in the world , the recciving 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and belceving on him , as the 
Author of life and ſalvation,and the righteouſ- 
neſſe, and redemption to poor ſinners, 1s one 
part -of the great myſtery of Godlineſſe , and 
that which is as much to be admired as any 
of the reſt, E” 

Let us firſt look on it, in relation to the 
other parts of this myſtery, then conſider it in 
it ſelf. | 

Firſt, conſider it as with thereſt, and it is 
one of the greateſt parts of the myſtery 3 for 
the ating and contriving of this in God's 


own heart, he had no oppoſition, all was 
done in light and glory 3 but when it was ated 


on us, there was the oppoſition , light and 


darkneſſe firiving together z yet one would 


think this ſhould be no myſiery at all, for us 
to beleeve this which was ſo much for our own 
eternal good” Who will wonder at a ſtarved 
begrer, to take bread that is offered him ? or 


tor a poor priſoner condemned, to take a 


_ all-the wonder 1s,that the man ſhould 


bountiful, as to part with the bread yo 
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of his own belly, to give the begger, and thae 
the King ſhould be ſo gracious, as to grant 
the pardon to ſuch a wretch 3 yet the Holy 
Ghoſt ſets this down as an equal myſtery 
with the reſt,. that Chrift ſhould be beleeved 
on in the world, which 1s no more, but thar- 
ſinners ſhould receive and entertaine that 
glory , which is let down from Heaven to 
blefſe them withall, to lay bold on:that Rock, 
without which, they are drowned for ever 
to accept of that grace, which only car bring 
ſalvation to them, to give up themſelves to be 
faved by the infinite riches of love and glory 
yet this is a myltery, that ever this Chritt 


ſhould be thus beleeved on. That God ſhouls - |} | | 


be manifeftin fleſh, to fave fuch finners 25 ye 4 
are, why. his own infinite love prompted him 
to it, he had a deſign of glory out of ir, he 
knew what he did, it was an clay of ating 
out his wiſdome and love, ard that he: was 
ſeen of Angels 3 ſuch fagacious and fpiritual 
creatures, is not ſomuch wonder ; for who was 
fit to behold ſuch an object, but ſuch bleed 
fpirits, and that it ſhould be preached to the 
Gentiles, may yet be conceived : For, God to 
proclaim it tous, and open his heart , was 
exceeding glorious, yet fiill this was God 
letting out his own love to us 3 but that 
ſinners, who lis in darknels, know nothing 
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| of God, ſhould beleeve this; this is yet a far- that | 
| ther myſtery, and as great as any of the | Yunn' 
others, , will 

But to open it more fully, that we may ſce meat 
wherein this myſtery hes in this expreſfion,, 1 Dey! 
ſhall lay down theſe particulars. of tk 

It will be a myſtery if you conſider, | that 
| I» The condition which the world ſach 
ths to tk 
2. The nature of beleeving. | my 

3+ The difficulties, and diſadvantages, to ligh 

the work of bzleeving. ente 

4. The requifites to ſuch an ac. bro 

For the firſt, That Chriſt ſhould be be- Sats 
Jeeved on in the world 3 by the world is ' life, 
meant the Genti/cs, unto whom Chriſt was the 

to be prezened, now, tne WHUIe WOIIa 1y add 

in wickedneſſe, averſe from God , ſcorning 
the name of Chriſt ; the condition of the 6” 
world wasa coridition of utter darkneſs, they ene 
| were given up to blindnefſe, and hardnefle bel 
of hcart, they walked in the valley of the Bl 
ſhadow of death, under the power of the mm) 
F...” tp in thir hearts, as children of th 

--, 4d i treſpaſſes and finnes, dc 

'.5. What a wonder is it, for blind tet 

though ic be the beſt thing which Ml 

2) hem good 3 for dead men to be ſen= | F 

4 bl.ota miſcrable condition, or of any thing | Dc 

that 
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that lies ypon them ; ſuch were all the world 
running with full career to fin, and Hell, and 
will - not be-ſtopt, delighting in fin as their 
meat and drink, ſerving their luſt and the 
Devil as their God 3 men not only not ſenſible 
of their own eftate, but hating the name of 
| that which may reform them : Now, for 
ſuch to receive and entertain a Chriſt, ſubmit 
to the glory of the Goſpel, muſt needs be a 
myſtery : how ſuch blind fouls can fee the 
light of the glory of God, ſuch dcad hearts 
entertain Joytully a living Chriſt, and be 
brought from death to life, from the power of 
Satan to God, be transformed into light and 
life, be taken up into glory,may well be put on 

the account of the mylierics of the Goſpe}, 2ud 
add to its greatncls. 

But 2. What 1s meant by bclceving ? in 

cneral here Faith is put for all graces, and all 
the glorious workings of God :n our hearts, 
beleeving being the firſt and the choicelk 
grace, every grace in our hearts makes up a 
myſtery z and belceving here comprehends all 
the workings of our hearts, in relation to the 
delign of God in the Goſpel, as the mani- | 
feſtatiou of God in fleſh, and his juſtification # 
1n ſpirit, is put for all the work of redem- 
2 and juſtificaticm, the foundation of it | 
' being ſurcly laid in that, ſo all the workings of + 
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it in our hearts, is ſurnmed up in beleeving : 
How our hearts ſhould take in all this love,and 
be turned into it, and livein itz this is a my- 
ttery indeed 3 but eſpecially , beleeving_. is to 
be taken properly for the Faith it ſelf , which 
is nothing ciſc, but a cloſing with, a rcceiving 
of, and Jaying hold on Jefus Chriſt 3 now it 
you look” into the nature of this Faith, you 
will find it a myſtery, that Chriſt ſhould be 
bcleeved on in the world, 

I. Arenunciation of (elf. 

2. A reall and tull cloſing with Jcſus 
= 

3. It is a xecciving Chriſt on his own 
ecrms. 

tor the firſt 3 That a man ſhould renounce 

bimfclt, and be nothing, it is the hardcſt 
firait that Nature is put to, fclf being the 
priaciple and end of all mens ations by 
Nature, and that which lies diametrically 
oppoſite to the myftery of godlincſs, for a 
poor creature, whote Nature and aCtivgs, can 
comply with. nothing but ſelf, to abjure it, 
and cali awayall, yea, abhor and Ioath ſelf, 
as its myltery 3 what ſhall we think of this? 
can it amount to leſſe then a myſtery , - to ſee 
Nature not only to be weakned, but turn'd 


_ againſt it ſelf, and a&ing contrary to its own 


principles? As to lee light things deicend, 
and 


— 
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and heavy aſcend, and that againſt its nature, 
Sclf is the predominant principle of the 
world, it rules like the fole Monarch,and there 
15 no abſolute Monarch but (elf; it rules in 
the moſt noble natural breaſts, and is that 
which is founded in the natare of things. Bar 
now, when a man helecves he goes directly 
againſt natural] felt, he ſaith he is nothing, 
nor can do nothing 3 and not only is belceving 
a denyal of the worſt felt, fin ard luſt, 
( which yctis as a mans right eye, yea, as the 
Caul of a mans heart) but. he denics hone 
{elf, and religious ſelf, ſelf drelt:and adorn'd, 
ſelt-rightcoutneſie and actings, felt adorned 
with the moſt glorious endowments, and 
richelt performances, felt natural and ac- 
quired, yea, and a ſoul contrary to all its mo- 
tions 3 both rational and ſeemingly godly 
mm on Jeſus Chritt, Take a 1ei'ed and 
high ſpirit, one who hath built his neſt in the 
Starrcs, in regard of ſpeculation, and one 
whom the world can ſzy nothing in regrd of 
converſe nnto; for him to come and ſub1n:ic 
to a Chritt, to throw down all that ever he 
hath ſtudicd, as dung and droffe, to dcleend 
and come into the lower parts of the earth, 
and look on himfelt -as the pooreſt ' deſpi.a- 
bleſt, and urdoneſt creature in the wor'd 3 
one that knowcs not - t"eway to happinefle, 
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(which he muſt do, if he beleeve) why this 
is the myſtery. Self is ſometime fo painted, 
acted in ſo much fate, and ſo fpirituallized, 
(as it were) {ct out with ſuch ornaments, both 


of nature, art , and morally * ſpiritual giits , 
[ 


that it would make any ſpirit in love with it-3 
yet when a ſou} comes to beleeve on Chriſt, 
he mult renoance all theſe as dung and drofle, 
the worſt of things, in regard of ſaving his 
ſoul, or in compariſon of Jeſus Chriſt. This 
3s death toa man; Nature would as lieve be 
damned, as entertain ſuch a propoſition, and 


_ caſt it {cf out of ſuch a priviledge, -that it 


looks on as its birth- right 3 yet there was no 


foul that ever beleeved on Jeſus Chriſt, but 


did willingly do this.. Paul, when he begins 


. to reckon up his priviledges, both of his birth 


and education, and the ſiriftneſle of his life, 
one would have thought he needed no more, 
Pl. 3. (and he thought (© too) ſelf was fo 
richly accompliſhed, not only againſt the 
Law, but the Goſpel 3 he was born in the 
Church, had the priviledges of a Saint, was 
blameleſs in the Law yet when he came to 
belecve, he was glad to caſt away all this, as 
the ott-icouring of the world; he was alive 
once, and thought himſelt a glorious one3 
but he dyed to all theſe, they were all as dead 
things to him, For aman, nt only to _ 
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his luſts, that are his Nature, (and fo dear» 
as many venture the wrath of God for) but 
his performances, which he hath been in for 
a long time, and throw down the glorious 
ſtructure of duty, he hath been building for 
20, 3O, 40 years together, with all the curious 
paintings of formality : You had better tell 
men -of parting with God, Chriſt , Heaven, 
yea, of all the good of ſoul and bedy, rather 
then of ſucha thing. 

This ſelf is the bottome and original of 
all ſin, 1t is that which is the very conltitu- 
tion of our Natures : Self hath been born 
| and bred with us: it lives in our boſoms, 
hath becn the old companion in all our a&tions, 
and t9 be calt off at laſt, and hated, 15 very 
hard 3 it is cafier to change the courſe of the 
Sun, and turn Heaven into Earth, to place 
the Elements above, and the Stars bencath, 
to make the fircam naturally run back from 
the ſame Fountain it came, yea, to work 
the greatelt miracle in Nature. then to make 
a man to deny himſelf, eſpecially felt fo 
ingratiated and clothed with gitts and honeſt y, 
and righteouſneſſe of the Law. Yet when a 
man bclceves, this 15 the firlt thing doneupon 
him, (cl: 1s turn'd againſt felt Nature runs 
counter to its own inclinations : that darling 
and tizli-born of the ſouls delights and love 


15 
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is made the abomination of the heart, and: the 


ſoul molt ſct againſt it. Now let this be 
weighed , which. yet is but the tirſt, and 
rather implicite, and ſuppoſed a& of Faith, 
then the Nature of it, and you cannot but 
conclede, that. this is -a great, myſtery, 
that Chriſt (ſhould be belecved on in the 
world. 

>. But 2. Which is yet farther for a ſoul 


to cloſe in with Jeſus Chriſt , and fully to 


xclie on him as his own, and cxpc all righte» 
quineſle and grace in him alone, and nothing 
from himſclt, firſt or laſt, (whieh is properly 
tx!e-ving,) this ſets it our yet farther c: 

For 1. It-15 agreat venture for a ſoul to 
forſake ſelf, its deareft conſort , and. leave 
all its ſtrong engagements totheflcſh 3 for 
that. which yet he hath.no particular aſſurance 
of , but a bare tender and offer. No man in 
reaſon will part with. any thing in poſſetfion; 
but upon a.certainty of a better 3 whereas the 
foul is {till in doubt of what it may enjoy, 
though Chriſt be offered toall, yet ſome go 
witout him and. this may be the condition 
of the ſoul, | | | 

| Yea, 2. To cloſe in with Chrift, again 
whom it hath naturally the greatcſ antipathy, 
and. whom it never. ſaw, z to. caſt all the 
weght of its joy and comfort on Chriſt , 


whom. 
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whom the heart hath offended, and againſt 
whom it hath receiv'd ſuch prejudices, that 
heart cannot endure him of-any 3: this 1s ex- 
cceding ſtrange unto our apprehenfions.. As 
Abram left all his own Kindred... and: Fathers 
houſe, and not knowing where he went, bind+ 
ing up: his reaſon, and denying: a preſent 
g00d, only. on the ſecurity of a general and 
indeterminate promiſe, was a miracle to all 
the world 3. for this is the nature of Faith, on 
a. bare: word. and: promiſe to cloſe in with 
Chriſt, and venture its eternal comfort, Faith 
comes by. hearing , and that of the word 
preached, that 15, of the word: of promiſe. 


Now, tor a ſoul engaged thus to fin, and luſt, - 


and ſelt, to leave all on a promiſe of a Chrift, 
which yet, the foul is a ſtranger unto, and is 
dark in the knowledge of.z this muſt.needs bo 

a myſtery 3. and that 
3. It you conlider that it 15not only a bare 
taking ot Chriſt as at a ſhift, to make ſome 
preſent advantage of him, to rid a man out 
of tears, or preſerve him from wrath, which 
ſelf may be willing unto, out. of its own 
principles 3 but it is a receiving Chriſt on 
his own terms, a ſubmitting unto the 
tenure of all his commandcments, it 1s 
taking Chriſt nakedly , with. all. his holi- 
nfle, as well as his loye , yea, with all his 
1ncons 
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inconveniences unto fleſh and blood, even to 
take up a Croſs with him , lie down in the 


grave with him3 it 1s a giving up the foul” 


unto Chriſt, to be what he will, and do what 
he will 3 that a ſoul beleeves not only for 
peace and joy, but for power and life, -and is 
le4 captive tor ever, unto the will of Chrift; 
therefore it is called che. obedience ot Faith 
by the Apoſile 3 this muſt needs be a myſtery, 


eſpecially if you. conſider in the third place, 


the difficulties and diſadvantages the poor fin- 
ner meets withall in the way, betides that na- 
tural darkneſs and ftupidity which lies on our 
hearts,that we cannot judge of our own peacez 
and that averinelſs from Faith in us, above any 
thing elſc. There be theſe difficulties riſe up, 
for a ſoul to leap over; ” 

I. The greatncfſe of fin, which when it is 
once dilcovered to an inlightned foul, is fo 
great and vile, that it cannot imagine how: it 
can be pardon'd, the Lawipreiting fo hard 
for fatis;action, and the ſoul can give none 3 
wh'n it thinks of God, he is ſo offended it 
thinks, that he will never have mercy. The 
finner is now put to it, in the full proſpect of 
; ſuch a heart, of ſuch abonanations, 'to go to 
; Chriſt for ſalvation, to believe all theſe fins, 
| though ſo amazing the ſoul, and of fach a 
| damning Nature, to be all done away, and ſee 
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more xighteouſneſs in- Chriſt, then fin in it, | 
this is a hard work. 

Bat 2. That a ſoul ſhould belceve at ſuch 
_ a time, when yet among all the reſt of its ſins, 
it hath ſuch a root ot unbelicf within it, 
ſpringing from the power ot ſelf-love, which 
keeps the ſoul under, raiſeth mitts before the 
cyes of the ſouls ſelf and it, ſiriving to evade 
all the arguments of the Goſpel, to elude and 
baffle the ſoul, in all its apprchenfions of 
Chriſt, Unbelief faith, there 1s noſuch thing 
as Chriſt, it is but a mockery, a deluſion, or - 
elſe raiſeth up a duſt before the promiſe, that | 
| the ſoul may not ſee it for him 3 it tells the 
ſoul, it is no end to think of pardon, thou | 
art gone too far to recover, it 15 too Jate, or. 
elſe leſſens the riches of mercy, but multiplies 
the miſery of fin; Thus unbelict, like a (trong 
man uncontrouled, reigns in the heart. But 
which is more, 

3. Scnſe and reaſon ftand unſatisfied ,. the 
ſoul can neither ſce cauſe why to belceve , nox 
find any ground in it {elf, that if it beleeve,. 
it muſt go beyond expericnce, go contrary 
to its own ſenſes, it feels nothing but the 
workings of, deaths through fin, fees nothing 
but hell before its eyes, and a neceſlity of 
ſatisfying juſtice z it hath nothing viſibly held 
Out to.it, but a general promiſe of a Chriſt, 
which 
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 whichunbclief evades3- it cannotſee reaſon; 

why God who hath been to highly difpleaſed , 
can ever paſſe by ſuch affronts , and take the 
ſoul into favour. Now, for a man to beleeve 
againſt his own ſenſe and reaſon ; as Abram 
belceved againſt hope, and above hope, is a 
myſtery indeed : To venture a mans eternal 
happineſſe againſt his reaſon and ſenſe, on 
ſuch general terms as at firfi is preſented to 
the ſoul, is the great wonder of the world; 
eſpecially it we yet look. further and con- 
fider, 

4. What prejudices, and miſprifions ſuch 
a (inner hath of Chriſt, The Devil preſents 
him under. cruel ſhapes to ſuch a foul, and 
unbelict is not backward to: make hideous 


diſcoveries , as that he is not fo rich, nor fo. 


merciful; one which-hath, -but will not ſpare 
me, which hath a ſtock, but no heart; either 
they think he cannot, or will not give what 
the ſoul needs. Chriſt lies remote from the 
eye of the foul, he is in Heaven, and they 
ſee not his heart , they muſt take things on 
truſt, receive him in the promiſes, and that 
ſeems. to. be an uncertain way: of aſſurance. 
That grofſe ignorance of the Nature of- the 
Goſpel, or thc perſon of Chrift, is of it elf 


invincible, and oh what conceits are raiſcd : 
up an the. heart, againſt Jeſus Chritt, The. 
ſoul 


n 
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Coul will run to this, and that, rather then 
_ Chrift; it will look to (elf, if it can find any 
thing there , which may give it but a little 
eaſe, ( though it do deceive it ) rather then 
go to Chriſt 3 it will court duties, and per 
formances, Saints and ordinances 3 if any of 
them will afford but a ſpark of comfort to 1t, 
that it may fiay from Chriſt 3 for ſelf and fin 
- cannot indure to hear a good word of Chriſt, 
the Antipathy is in nothing ſtranger. 

Laſtly, view the requiſites to beleevingzwhat 
15 required to make one belecve, for it is above 
the power of Nature. Why ? 

I. There muſt a light from Heaven ſhine 
-1nto our hearts, + All the light of Nature and 
reaſon can never ſhew what Chriſt is , nor 
make a man capable of knowing any thing of 
this my liery 3 The natural man knowes fot the 
thiugs of God, and it is impoſſible for bim to dif 
cers them, 1 Cor. 2. Theretore Paul when he 
ſpeaks of his converſion, he deſcribes it by a 
light that ſhin'd from Heaven, above the light of 
the Sun; He (aith,that Chrift was revealed in him, 
Acts 9. Gal 1. Thus to make any foul belceve, 
he muſt have a ſpiritual eye wade on purpoſe, 
and that eye inlightned immediately from 
God; therefore you ſhall find beleeving and 
ſeeing all one in Scripture, becauſe Faith is a 
ſpiritual fight of the Lord Jeſus, But Jon 
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2. All this will not do, but there muſt be 


. an almighty .power put forth, .even as in 
'creation , 'to make a ſoul beleeve, fo the 


Apoſtle faith , Eph. 1. that the ſame power 3s 


Put forth t0 make ſouls beleeve , that was, to 
raiſe up Chriſt from the dead ; the ſoul lyes | 
1n ſuch darkneſſe , and hath ſuch an enmity 


to Chriſt, that nothing can reconcile it, or 


make a ſoul have good. thoughts of Chriſt , 
*Þut to create a new heart in him, there is n5 
dealing with the old heart, or 'working on it, | 
it will come to no terms of agreement at all 3. | 


for we are not only enemies, but enmity it 
ſelf, there is not only in us an incapacity , 


10. 4, There are fuch forts, which unbelief 


.hath raiſed in the ſoul, ſuch ſtrong holds, 


and mighty firange, and yet firong imagina-= 


weapons made mighty through God, can 
caſt them down. Theſe ftrong holds are ſuch 
as will never yield, take no quarter 3 therefore 


they muſt be pulld down with a high hand 3 


and therc arc imaginations , a thouſand. rea- 
Gnings againſt Chriſt and the Goſpel, which 
can never be anſwered, but they mufi be caſt 
17208 dOWNe 
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but an oppoſition. Col, 1..21, So the Apoſtle | 
.exprefſeth it, by the caſting down; ſirong | 
| holds, . imaginations, andevery thing which 
exalteth it ſelf againſt Jeſus Chriſt , 2 Cor. 


tions . againſt Jeſus Chriſt, that nothing bat | 
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down. Chriſt muſt not only be fetcht out of 
Heaven in light, and ſhown unto a poor 
-ſoul, but the power of the Almighty God 
- muſt come with him, and caſt down all 
oppoſition againſt him, if all the Angels ſhould 
come elſe to perſwade the ſoul 3 nay, if Chriſt 
himſelfe ſhould come in his own perſon 
without this power, he could not pcrſwade 
the ſoul out of its Forts. Therefore it is ſaid, 
None can come to Chriſt, exceps the Father draw 
- bim. Fohn6. That is, none can ever belceve 
on Chriſt,except God let out a mighty power, 
which may bring him. So Faith is called 
Faith of the operation of God, becaule it 1s a 
work peculiarly , that gocs through his 
hands, it is beyond all other power to do. 
To fuzme wp all then, This muſt needs.be 8 
great myſtery, that Chriſt ſhould be beleeved 
or: in the world 3 that darkneſſe ſhould com- 
prehend light z enmity embrace a union 3 that 
{uch proud hearts as we have,ſhould be content 
to goa begging to one we naturally hate z for 
a man to deny his ſenſe, reaſon, ſelf, righteouſ- 
neſſe, luſts, prejudices, and ſubrrit to an un- 
known Chrilt, to be made nothing of, live at 
the finding of another. For this is the language 
of Faithz Iamnothing, Chriſt is all, I cannot 
live without him. | 
In a word, there are the greateſt para- 
dOXES 
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. doxes in the workings of Faith, as any thing, 


Nothing living, as if it had all things : un-. 


righteouſneſſe making its ſelf moſt righte- 
ous 3 a ſoul at the greateft diſtance from 


God, going moſt boldly to him, one which | 
hath moſt offended him, moſt relying on him, ' 


a foul which hath nothing but ſin, aſſured it 


ſhall have all grace, in the midſi of greateſt | 
_ unworthinefſe, triumphing in the compleateſt | 


righteouſneſſe ; The greateſt enemy made 
ſubmit co the hardeſt termes to his Nature 
with many ſuch are found in the afting of 
Faith, that you ſee what a myſtery is in this 
_ expreſſion ; beleeved on in the world, and how 
it may be well rancked in the number of theſe 
great mytieries, 
Uſe 1. If this be ſo, then let ſhame cover 
'our faces, that ever this ſhould be reckoned 


up as a myſtery , that we beleeve, that God | 
ſhould manifeſt himſelf to us, bring down | 


his own glory to our eyes, offer life and in 


mortality to us, and it ſhould be a wonder for | 
us to take it 3 that God ſhould-a& in-ſo much 


tove unto us, and frame ſuch a Fabrick of 


elory, to take us into it,may well bc a myſiery, | 


'who can expreſs it > But that it. ſhould be a 


myſtery for us to believe this, and to- take | 
God on his own word, ſo faithfully ſpoken, | 
is Qur miſery , though in it f£lt a wy” 
| u 
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Muſt it be a wonder for hungry creatures, to 
eat the bread ſet before them, and for beggers 
to take the Almes offer'd them? yet the Holy 

Ghoſt makes this a myltery, that we beleeve 
on Jeſus Chriſt. What ſhould ſhame us more 
then this, that we have not a hand to take in 
our own happineſſe, cannot ſwallow down 
a drop of the water of life, except it be poured 

in us? What an aggravation mult it be of our 
fin, that we are harder to belceve, and take 
in what God hath done for us, then for God 
to kill his own Sonne, and part with him out 
of his own bowels? we have nothing to de 
but belceve, and yet it is a wonder we do 
belceve. O ſtrange creatures 3 God manifeſted 
1n fleſh, came in a ſenfible and demonſtrative 
way, of love and glory, to woce poor finners, 
and yet they will not beleeve. Arc you not yet 

aſhamed ? what, ſhall God preſent his own 
heart in blood to you, and yet you will not re- 
ceive it, Chriſt is come as Juſtification and 
righteouſneſſe, with peace and ſweetneſle, and 
yet men will not belcevez this 15 mott unreas 
ſonable and wicked. 

2. Vſe. Have not ſlight thoughts of be- 
teeving, it is not an ordinary work 3 men 
think it is nothing to beleeve : If a man do 
but live under the Goſpel, and have a general 
profetiion of it, he thinks he is a be 
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Oh know Faith is the higheſt work of a | 


Chriſtian, that which is the aRing of a my- 


Kery 3 if chou didſt but know thy own heart, 


and {ce thy fin, thou wouldſt wonder how 
ever thou cameſt to beleeve on Jeſus Chriſt, 
There is a common Faith indeed, which the 
world hath, but it is not worthy the name of 
Faith, a Faith which is meerly hyſtorical and 
trad':ionalz but for the Faith here ſpoken of, 
thz *z1th of God's Elc&, that is another 
manner of work; thou wilt find it a myftery 
for tE:x to h:'.eve on Jeſus Chrilt. It is-an 
eaſie inarics £7 inen to ay they beleeve,when 
they ſce neitver fin nor Carilt 3 but haſt thou 
ever had bit an aſpect into t;y own ſinful 
Nature and a :iphit knowledge of thy wretched 
tate, then teli me, whether Faith be a com» 
mon or an ealie things it is that which many 
ſouls ſce it harder to a& then remove Moun» 
tains. For a poor trembling ſoul , who 
ſtands on the brink of He!], to leap 1ato Chrilts 
boſome, and ſuch a proud heirt 25 thou haſt, . 
to be willing to be at the dilpoſiag of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and make a total rchignation of lelt , 
and all intereſt to Chriſt, ya, _— thou: 
mayelt injoy them 3 this is Faith , anda great. 


myltery, therefore deccive nut thy own! 
heart. EN Om. 
/3» Vſee Let us from hence fee, what 1s the” 
| | great 
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great thing the Goſpel requires of us 3 It 1s 
to believe, all is ſummed up in this; all the 
myſtcrics of the Goſpel are nothing to us 
without beleeving- Though God be mami- 
felted in fleſh, and juſtifice in ſpirit, that is, 
made redemption and juftihcztion for us3 yet 
3f he be not beiceved on by the world, it is 
nothing tous. Faith brings down the par- 
ticiilar {wectneſs and comfort of all this unto 
us,and puts us in aCtal poſſeflion of it 3 what 
ever God 13 tous before Faith, yet we have 
no benefit really by it until we belceve, Oh 
therefore , make this your work, a4imit of no. 
exception, againſt belecving, this 35 the great 
duty of the Goſpel, and the great way of 
Gods revealing himſeli to 1s; it is a taking 
hold of all that Chriſt do:h. and hath for us, 
and giycs us the actual cnjoyment of it. God 
requires no more of us, hut that wz2 beleeve 
the work is done really for us in Chriits, per- 
fon, and this is preached unto us, and nothing 
elle remains , but the putting to our ſcal by: 
Faith, that all is true ; The blood of Chritt is 
drawn out, and his graces run out in juſtihca- 
tion, and fancitication, nothing is behind, : 
but the I2ying of our mouths to his breaſts, 
the ſtretching out of our hands, . to receive in 
that life and rightcouſncſe which is purchaſed 
| torus, Oh let not the work Rick if »» ©; 
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your beleeving doth as it were perfc& the my- 4p 2 
ſtery of the Goſpel. According as God hath'$ 
diſcovered himſelf, fo ſhould we a Faith ;' 
the myſtery of God in Chrift hath wrought | 
exceeding ft; ongly 3 fo ſhould our Faith. - Ther, 1 hi 
myltery of your falvation is ope2ncd , thu! 
materials of it made ready , and brought +; * 
down to you to take, only your work is to #* 
beleeve, lay hold on them by Faith. God in : - 
fleſh condemned , and juſtified in ſpirit, is 


-preached to you, that you may bcleeve. The 


blood of Chriſt is ſhed, and fitly temper'd for , + 
to quiet your conſciences 3 only your mouth | 

mult be opened wide to receive it. Faith is 
nothing elſe but the eying of what Chriſt hath 
done, and taking it home to its ſelf , ang. 
living in the myſtery as its own. Oh now f ; 
God hath done all fo well, will not you ſet t6' :; 
your foul that it is true ? By bcleeving you | 
witneſſe unto all the other myſteries. The 
Apoſile faith, he that beleeverth not hath made || 
Gd a lyer, becauſe he bdleevcth not the record | - 
that God bath given of his Son. 1 Fob 5. 10. | 
Unbelicf belies God in all he hath done for '* | 
us ;| Let Faith have no ſtop nor ſiint in 1ts | 
aQtings 3 ſuffer no contrary objections to ! 
believing 3 as theriches and righteouſneſſe of + ; 
God are laid out before you, and demonſira- | - 
ted to your yery ſenſes, ſo givefaithful witneſs | © | 


ap 
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-o all by beleeving 3 the more you bzleceve, 
he more. you get the ſweetneſſe of all this 
zfalneſſe, and you a&kt 11 the myſtery you: 
It 3 for not only Chriſt, but your Faith 
! him, 1s pa of the great myſtery of godli- 
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Tc]. E are now come to the laſt ſtep of 
WA this long aſcent, at the top of 
which, you have the full ſight of 
AI AA EE all divine workings; God ſcems 
jto begin low, . takes fleſh upon him; and 315 
condemned 3 but then riſeth higher , and 15 
ified in the Spirit, and admircd by Angels, 
.: preached 1n power to the Gentiles, yea, and 
\-beleeved on in; the world, and now received 
| up into Glory. This notes the highcſt ac- 
' vancement. ot our Nature, in the Pe ron of 
 zefus Chriſt. . The great ſubject of this my= 
Hery., is Teſus Chritt , he is the center in 
which all theie lines end, the great and con.- 
K N.0:1 
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ſet forth) hard, as under - divers/forms! angto 
conditions: he pati through, - and the ſevera? 2, 


 wayes of- his manifeſtation 20 the "creature | 2, 
a5 .condernned and juſiitied, -as admired anc; For 
preached, and belecved on in the world; angyho 


now at laft, as received up into g'ory, Anchad 
It 15 no more then to ſet forth the three greaifgane 
acts which Chritt did, as Mediatour tor us 249 | 
in tranſaQting our ſalvation 3 he was manitetthis | 
in flcth, to dye for our fins, he roſe agattyor' 
for our juftifcation , he afcended up intcn ti 
Heaven, to fit_at Gods right hand. for uShis « 
This is put\ in\-bppdſition *anto is lowetiand, 
extremity of humiliation for us. He thatwas 
deſcended, allo afcended far above the Hea-ende 
vens. So that now we mult view this mytteryycftc 


_ aS in another world, and follow it up to Hea-fron 


vcn, where it 5s acted im glory. *'.: : Hel 

The greatefi part 4s yet behind , it ſeemisned! 
now to be gone out of tight 3 as the Sunkhe 
when it is gone from our Horiſon, begins.awas 
new day in another part of theworld: So Godand 
having, acted that part of the myltery whach reſt 
was tor this world, takes him up into Glory, nou 
tucre toad ihe riti ina neowand blefled way, © * 
By -glory is mcant 'Heaven,i where God ets of 4 
11th bis glory moth, 7k to x 


or the cleerex opening of this, I ſhall pro-3 ati 
pound thule £1 350 1, Whol 
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— 1. Who, or what it is;that-8taken up into 
tory. FS tr Fee 
tas i What it doth import and comprehend ? 
Ie 3, The myſtery which is in if, 
anc; For the Firit5 It is no other but Jeſus Chrift, 
nGgho was God manifeſt 1n fleſh, who after he 
nchad ſuffered , entred. into his: glory, having; 
ealdone his work, as the Apoitle faith, he entred 
IS 2120 bis reſt, Heb. 4. He came ot of the lap of 
clihis Fathers love, into a wide and miſerable 
allworld, to Icad a contemptible and mean lite, 
Cn thc torm of a ſervant, and having hniſhed. 
ushis courſe, 1s again taken up into that glory, 
eliand.high dignity from whence he:came. This: 
atwas tne prayer of Chrift, that when he had 
ea-ended his work in.the world, that God would 
Ttyxcltore him to that glory he had with him, 
a-from the beginning of theworld , Fobz 17. 
Helctt his place for a while, ſeemed to be tur>! 
nsned:out of it, as one not worthy of it. untill: 
unhe thou!d purchaſe it by his own blood. FH: 
-awas let fall out of glory intoa torm of miſery, 
dd and loſt his ſtation for a while, and again 1s 
ch reſftor'd to it, with an addition of high:tt ho- 
y, Nour. p F ET ; 
y. That this 1s meant properly of the perſon 
ts of Chritt 15 clear, tor the: ſame is recc:v'd up 
to gloty, who was God manifeſt 1n ich, and 
z-|Jatiified in ſpirit, who dicd and roſe ag:1ns 
EF © 5 = 2 that 
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that none of the Saints did, neither can anie hac 
other be ſaid to be ſeen of Angels, nor preachemore 
to poor finners, nor is any the object of FaithJcave 
bur Jeſus Chriſt ; but yet this muſt be grantedareak 
that myſtically, and repreſentatively , thes it 2 
Saints likewiſe are -received up into glory withhe £: 
him, as I ſhall ſhew anon 3 and-if you will thapr co: 
Jeſus Chrift that in the:names. of all the Electhe £ 
was condemned, and made a facrifice-for ſinpolhit 
and juſtified in the Spirit in their ſtead, thard<mp 
Chriſt is alſo received up into glory as in theirtecer 
licad. have 
But ſeeondly, what doth this hold forth, of th 
that Chrift is received up into glory ? You lett a 
muſt look on this as containing a glorious: 2+ 
deſign , and a great part 1a the ſalvation of Of }} 
fouls. Hoi 
7. It implies a compleat finiſhing of that wh 
work he had to do for us here, that there was and 
no more to be done in this world for us, that-a Þr 
the ſatisfaory work to juſtice was finiſhed, 1and 
and he and his ſacrifice accepted before God; jfati 
Heb. 10. having by- one offering perfeted }ſo 
thoſe which are ſandtified 3 he entred into the | Ch 
holieſt-place, viz. heaven, and there ſate down | COU 
at the right hand of God, having no more to 15 ! 
do, jaltice being fatisfhed , jufiification for an 
tinners procured 3 this was evident when he 10 
10ſe again: For if he had not paid the debt fat 
F E 2a he 
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anie had never come out of priſon 3 but much 
chenore evident ſecing he is received up into 
ithJcaven, taken into the Fathers boſome :- many 
tedyreak priſon, and walk up and down ſecurely, 
thes if all were paid, but they dare not come in 
rithhe face of the Court and behoJd the Judge, 
hapr come nigh any of their Creditors 3 this 15 
eahe greatett ground of ſecurity that can bz 
inpolhble, thar fin is done away , and that re- 
natdemption is purchaſed, becauſe that Chriſt is 
eirfeceived up into glory z God would never 
have let Chrift come fo nigh him, if he had any 
h, of the {m:}I of his grave-cloaths on him 3 had 
u Jett any one tin unſatished for. 
15) 2, It imports not only a bare fatisfation 
ff jultice, but clearly demonſirateth how in- 
finitely God is pleaſed with Jeſus Chriſt, and 
t what he hath done, that his heart 1s contented, 
s and he hath over and over pleaſed him 3 many 
e-a broken debt may be paid by a third penny, 
 1and compoſition, and the Creditor pronounce 
{fatisfaction in Law ; But Chrift did not agree 
ſo with God by way ot compoſition, but 
' Chriſt paid the utmoſt tarthing that juſtice 
; could command, and in ſuch a way that God 
is infinitely taken with him and his Oblation, 
and ſo delighted in him, as that he thinks him 
not fit to fiay any longer in this world, but 
takes him up to glory, cannot be without him 
R 3 Ty 
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in Heaven, gives him- a name above everpod | 
rame;z that he may ask what he will, he hatio tha 
the command of all Gods treaſurics, of all hſaſch: 
ziches, ehrib 

When Chriſt went up and down the worldgma! 


| and was but about the work,he could not holgprs C 


but muſt ſend the Spirit to proclaim to all ths to! 
World, This 3s my beloved Son in whom T an. 3+ 
well pleaſed 3 as it he had faid , Whatcver han Hi 
thall do I will acccpt : But now how muctthat 
more when he hath fo faithtully acted out higpur | 
will, and is reccived up into his glory 3 and isth© 

received up into his glory , is God pleafed}s 
with him ? It is ſaid, that Chriſt entred into yoÞ« 
Heaven there to appear before Gad for, us. falv 
As a confident Debtor; who hath paid, they 
Creditor ,. comes into. the Court and asks, 305 
why hath anything to ſay to him, he owed go 11a 
man a tarthing, all is paid, let the Law take Ch 
Its courſe: So did Chriſt, he entred into } EX 
Heaven as one asking juſtice, what will youſfor 
have more tor poor ſinners? here I am, if the 
Law hath any thing to ſay to theſe fouls which | H 
I have dycd for : have not1I given fatisfaRion | al 
to the utmoſt ?. I here: appear to anſwer in | 1k 
their behalf who cannot- ſpeak. for - them | 
{clves 3 Juſtice is filent, gives the acquittance, 
and God ſets Chriſt down at his right hand 3, 


tl 
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| | good 
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no place, no honour and advancement 15 t9o; | | 
U 
& 
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wverpod for him who hath purchaſed fo much : 
hatip that now a poor ſoul by faith may ce a 
Il hiſcharge iadced of all fin do but think that ' 

»hrilt is taken up into glory,and there cannot 
rIdemain a thought that any fin is unlatished 
101r; God is pleaſed ſoas that nothing but glory 
this to be expected. 
 an-, 3. This imports 2 new deſign to be acted 
han Heaven for us; he 15 taken up ito glory 
uctthat he may act gloriouſfly the fccond p.rt of 
hispur happineſs 3 he acted one part m fcth , 11 
1 isthe habit of a beggar cloathed with rags ; He 
ſed}s now gone to act the perſon of a Prince 1n 
itoxobes of glory, and all this to manzg? oc 
1s, falvation in the richeft way that can bez he 15 
hejnow gone to follow his bloud, and to ct all 
5, (3nto his own hands, thar he may mike ready 
\o| manſions of glory for us, Two great thinzs 
ze | Chriſt acts for us now in glory, which is of 
o | exceeding conſequence to the falvation of our 
u ſouls. | 
ej . Firſt, He is in place of an Advocate for us. 
i | Heb.7.25. he lives to interccde for ns; he is 
L | always begging of favour and love for us he 
" lies there to fiop whatever plea may be 
. | brought in againft us by the Devil, or the 
{ Law: Sothatno fincan come in to make plea 
. | there but Chriſt: anſwers it with his old (atis- 
; { faction; he is there to get out freth pardons for 
new ins. R 4 S2condiy, 
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Secondly, He is the great provider and Sk 
ferer for us, againſt we come there he is laying, 
up a Rore and ſtock of glory for us 3 he wen, 1 
before to take up Gods heart for us, and nov, 
is drawing out the riches of love from hin, ;, 
and laying it in bank for us3 therefore th, , 
Apoſtle faith, My God ſpall ſupply you 
wants according #0 his riches in glory » now hh 
's in glocy, he intimating that Chriſts riche ,,,, 
lic in glory, and now he hath the poſſethorg,, 
of them all: And this is that which thirdly 1,4, 
here ſo great a part of the Myſtcry of God!liyg 
eſſe ; that God who was manifcjted in fleſh ph, 
ſhould be received wp into glory 3 he who dwelt, 
in glory, and was nothing but glory, ſhould; 
yet be repreſented as at a dittance from glory , ;; 
and faid to be received into it ; but eſpecially 
the myftery lics in this : That Chriſt went not, 
vP as a ſingle perſon, but taking up 2s a com- 
mon per{on, carrying all the Elect with him ; g1 
whatever was to be done on us was done g, 
repreſentatively, and vertually on Chriſt as 
in our naturez he dyed as a common perſon, 
and was juſiified as a common perſon, and ſo 
now he is received up into glory he went not \} 
up alone; but though it 1s meant properly ot z} 
his perſon, yet vertuaily , and myltically it is 4 
meant of all the Saints, they were all taken up »- 
with Jeſus Chriſt into glory z not that they 
are 
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are ſo actually, but myſtically as in Chriſt their 
d Caead. And this is the deſign, God coming, 
2 Nn;own to us to bring us up to hjmſelt, ſetting 
wen fide his glory, from whence we were departed, 
nOV.nd then taking, it up again, and us with him, 
IT1t is no myltery for Chritt as God to be in glo- 
- th ry,ſo he cannot be ſaid to be received into it 3 for 
YU he never was without it, but it is meant of his 
V 1 humane nature. Neither was Chrifts humane 
che aature received up for it ſelf, but as 1t was a 
(horgure of us, Chrilts perſon was the great 
ly I) modcl, and firſt draught of all that ſhall be done 
odli-qg his body che Saints 3 therefore he 1s ſaid to be 
the Captain of our ſalvation that leads us all 
Welton, and our forcrunner into heaven 3 he breaks 
ouldthe clouds tirtt, appzars firſt b-fore God, and 
TY >is glorified, then we tollow 3 Chriſt wears the 
ally Crown in Heaven as our King, and he is united 
not and marricd to God as our Proxy. 
M- This is the m.yltery, poor ſinners taken into 
Mm35plory with Jclus Chrilt, God himſel; in our 
DE Own nature 15 gone into glory tor us. Chr1ili 1s 
* 25 not only gone to Heaven to prepare a place for 
ON, us. Fobn 14, bat fits in Heaven in our room, 
{0 and God looks on hirn as the greaf Picture of all 
not that body, and delights hinivlt in fcemng then 
' Of all glorified as in him. And even the Sarnts Nv 
IS are faid to fir down with Chriſt already, Ez. 
UP 2. ( in ſaperceleſtib:ys 1a heaycnly plac?s, in 
%} K J { 1- 
Ire | 
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f: percceleſtial places.And as thougtinow we be 41, 
the Sons of God, we know not what we ſhall be 2s; 
when. we come to glory, but that we ſhalk-be © 
like Chriſt fo though we know Chriſt is gone g,, 
vp £0-glory,' yet what new myftery he ads pp 
there, and how he acts out our ſalvation as ing, 
glory, we know not until we be actually taken | 
up into: the fame glory, we have but hints of 
that tranſaQion. . 
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t Uſe. 1, What a ſtately Tower have weig | 
t| erected for to fee Heaven on ? What a fair, . 
yt proſpect have we of the heavenly ſtate of blefſedg, ; 


3 as 


touls ? Faith may ftand on this mount and ſeeg,; 
it ſelt in glory 3 it is like ſome optique glaſſes ped 
| which bring in all which is done without in they 
'; Hreets into. one room 3 this exprettion opens,,, 
; Jzaven to every belecver, and fo fully that hey. 
/) 5 - cannot but ſee glory. Is Chriſt reccived up ing. 
'. glory? What isthis but the inveſting all Saints 
with/the fame priviledge 3 your faith is led upp, . 
very high to takein glory itſelf. Faith ſtands, 
very lofty when it may both ſee Earth andye - 
Heaven at once, all that God hath acted for it; : 
here, and all that he will act in Heaven. Faith, * 
ſhould eye Chriſt as far as he goes; if he bg... 
aſcended, fo ſhould faith 3 it he go into glory, 
{o ſhould you alſo by belceving Jeſus Chrift 151, 
| lifted up, thus that we might be drawn afte; 
| | |, himz nt 15a greatencouragement to us to =_ kt 
| tnal.; 
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| 3 
be that Chriſt was dead for otir-fins, -and is riſen 
© again as our juſtification :' But much more that 
© Chriſt is gone into glory, and hath carricd al! 
DNe gur names with him irito the Fathers boſom ; 
Qs believers ſhould look on Chriſt under a twofold 
11 gotions {7 wil 
Mm. 1. As one frotm' whom all their happinefſe 
5 Of gomes3 as a head ordained on purpoſe to con- 
vey lite and influence unto the foul 3 one who 
Wes filled with all fulnefle to fill them. 
ar. 2, As theplat-formr and idea of what they 
fledgpall be, and this is a high conſideration, that 
| {eegaints may not only have from Chritt, but cx- 
© pet to be what he is; look whatever God 
thez&cd on the perſon of Chriſt, that he did a5 1n 
Pegur behalt, and means to adt the faine on vs ; 
TOncgas Chritt crucitied ? fo are we 3 as he roſe 


nOpain, fo are we raiſed together with him, and 


INtSEFhe be taken up into glory. f© are we. Oh how 


"Phou!d faith ftand and gaze or Jeſus Chrilt now 
an is in glory 3 not an ordinary and mean act 
ANG faith will come up into this myticry, foch 2 
or iith only aSſcts the ſou! in Heaven, and puts 
ally in a condition of olorious triumph becomes 
x buhis expreſſion; Heaven is not only opencd,but 
OrY ,offeiſed by Jeſus Chrift for n5, Faith goes to 
Wm T2hrift as dying and riting again,and fo belicvcs 
attcig rerniſtion of fins and jultincation 3 but yet 
binkgith is low while it doth not eo within the vail 
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W—— 


Yo . 
* . wks - N 


— — — — — — 


204 The Greatneſſe of the 


and ſee glory. Saints ſhould not rejoyce in pre- the 
ſer t ads, but live on future glory,as it was with th: 
the Jews at that time when the high Prieſt went na 
into the holy of bolies, (which was very ſcldom) ho 
yet then they ought to have higher joy in be- He 
leeving becauſe they ſaw the utmoſt of their m: 
ha pineſfe repreſented then when meerly they to 
faw the bullock killed for fin.So now that Chriſt fac 
1s gone into glory.the holy place not made with as 
hands,we ſhould not only have a faith of juſtih- ſec 
cation,but of gloritication 3 you may anticipate tr: 
the condition of Heaven it ſelf, and your actual no 
poſſeſſion of that by beleeving z when faith as 
looks down and ſecs Chrift on the Crofſe, and'bu 
hiz bloud running out to ſatishe wrath,it cannot'de 
chooſe but think that righteouſneſs is procured, yc 
eſpecially when we ſee him riſe again 3 but now: Je 
when we look up higher, and fee Chriſt taken/en 
into glory, what can we have leſs than a glori--be 
ous faith ? 

Uſe. 2. And now ſeeing I am faln on this. ar 
I cannot chooſe but bewail our ſiupidity, and th 
reprove our folly, how miſerably do belcevers in 
tive ? Where is the ſpirit of glory that ſhou'd ti 
be on them ? When Stephen ſaw Jus at the Fe 
righr hand of God / though but for a moment. 
his tace did ſhine like glory, As 8. How many F: 
arc there that never came up yet to act faith ir itt 
Chriſt as a glorihed Chriſt? We are yet ſtill ir ki 

th 
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YTre- the lower form, can take in no more of Chriſt 
ith than what was done on the Crofſe, what ſome 
ent natural and common refemblances of him can 
Mm) hold forth; we {cldome fellow Chrift into 
be- Heaven to (ce what he 15 doing there for us : 
1cir many profets to live immediately on God, and 
hey to be in glory already, but we cannot ſee their 
iſt faces thine, their outward man ſcarce as glorious 
vith as common profeſſors, It were well it we could 
tth-1ee Chritt ;3n his g'ory 3 ſuch a ſight would be 
patctransforming of fouls indeed ; we ſhould live 
tual not only as men born for glory, but as in glory, 
aith as theſe that have not only one foot in the grave, 
and'but one toot in Heaven 3 Heaven 15 not only let 
mot'down to you in the trame and picture ot it, but 
red,,you are taken into it 1n the perfon of the Lord 
now-Jeſusz you may not only dream of Heaven,but 
aken/enjoy it 3 and you that live below glory live 
lori--below Chriſt who is received up into glory. 
Uſe. 3. This cannot but heighten the joyes, 
this. and mnlarge the comforts of the Saints, when 
and they do but conſider that Chritt 15 received up 
vers into glory. In bileeving this, what can they 
cu'd find lefs than joy unſpeakab'e and full of glory. 
thc For, 
ent Firſt, Now Jefus Chriſt is accepted of the 
aany Father for them, and hath declared gloriouſly 
h ir \that his heart is at reſt in the works of his 
ill ic hands,and that hc is well pleaſed with you 3 for 
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in this condition, he could never elſe have re- 
ceived Chrift into Heaven: if there were any 
frowns left in Gods face, you might be ſure 
Chriſt ſhould have them, firſt he coming (o 
nigh him; and if any flaws were in your par- 
don, or any exception againſt his ſatisfaction, 
he had heard of it, and would have been turncd' 
out of Heaven until he had made tull payment; 
thou needſi not doubt acceptance at the throne 
of grace and to find a bleſſed welcome to God, 
when Jeſus Chriſt is accepted for thee,and thou 
comelt in ſuch a relation. 

Secondly ; Now heis in a capacity of ating, 
out of his love, and the Fathers detire 1n the} 
moſt glorious way to thee ; Chritt is gone into 
Heaven to do ſomething more for thee ſtil]; he 
had ſome glorious piece to frame for the ſaints, 
and therefore left this world and went to his 
Father, that he might a& it in glory, and now 
he 1s inveſted witivall the riches of Heaven 3 he 
hath all the keys ot heaven and hell, he hath all] 
power to command, ke hath received all the 
promiſe to himſelf, and all that he hath to do 
is to empty himſelt again on you 3 he hath 
not only got his fathers heart for you, but got 
all his riches to beſtow on you 3 he cares not as! 
it were for his own advancement, but only as it 
is the advantage to glorihe you 3 and now he! 
can do what he will ; when he came to heaven, *? 

| tne | 
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the Father bid him fit down at his right hand | 


ore to do with the world, but he ſhould be- 
ow what he had among his Saints ;' this 


one Thirdly, As Chrift is received up into glory 
05, $9 at for you, [and to bring you to glory, fo 
hoy Þe fits in heaven to repreſent you; he is there as 
& publike perſon, and God fees you all in him ; 
he doth but occupy your place,and imploy your 
Rok before you come to years, all you muſt 
e gathered into his fulneſs, and received up 
to the fame gloryzhe cannot be contentedwith 
hat glory he hath until you be with him, then 
) his Þ< fill prays the Father fo earncſily that you 
ay be with him where he is, Fob. 17. that they 
- he (Pay fee, (that is, enjoy my glory) if Chriſt in- 
1 a11 $ended to refign up his place, and all his glory 
hen once his Saints were come about him; he 


| th : 
he + but as Feoffee in truſt with your eſtate; & how 
bath ill Chriſt improve it for you who hath fuch 


gotÞÞ opportunity ? And which is more,what kind 
ot as #f glory muſt that needs be which is the ho-' 
4s Fin and the happineſs of Jeſus Chriſt, which 
S his higheſt advancement as Mediatour. 

ven, } Theretore every Saint ſhould expect every 


tne ? ſight 


nd-take what he would, he would have no 


, 
$, 
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fight of Chriſt as glorious to wait on the Lord 
Jeſus for glorious manifeſtations of himſelf, 
and in the next place expe to ſee himſelf in 
glory 3 do not only remember that you have a 


; | head in glory, who can ſupply your wants, but 


rememb-:r that you are there with him,and that 
his Crown 1s as it were a burthen on his own 
head untill it be ſer on yours live according to 
the rate of ſuch a myſtery 3 ask of Chriſt com- 
munications according to his riches in glory 
let all your actings be glorious, all your walk- 
ings, joycs, breathings, let thern all be as in 
glory 3 view Chrilt, and (ee him as in that re- 
lation aad condition, and you will ſoon have 
the ſparkles of the ſame glory on your hearts; 
bound not your taith and expectations within 
this poor world , and the crjoyments of it, 
but ever and anon caſt glances into glory, and 
if you will be jn ſuch an eſtate, you mult get 
Chriſt that 15 received up into giory in you, as 
the hope of glory, Col. 1. 27. It is only as Chrilt 
breaks forth in your hearts by taith that you 
coine to have ſach ſights of gloryzthat glorined 


' perſon that is now in Heaven muſt be in you by 


his ſpirit of glory, or clte you can have no hope 
of glory; belcevers, you ſee your vbject , yoa 
know his perſon, never be quiet until you come 
into his condition ; as you muſt go through all 


ordinances and creatures untill you come to 
Chrilt, 
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rift, fo through all the conditions of Chriſt 
ntill you come to glory. 

Let us now view it in the whole as it were,as 
concerns Chriſt and the Saints together, and 
his is the end of that, it is received up into 
ory, As God in Chriſt was condemned in fleſh, 
O are the Saints, and juſtitied in the ſpirit, f0 
re they; 3nd at laſt they with Chriſt arc received 
p into glory. 

ret. Now the great queſtion is, How Chriſt 
nd the Saints are received up into glory ? 

Sol.As for Chritt,it is clear that he was taken 
p in his hamane nature 3 as he was God-man 
n the worid.ſo he is now in heaven, Jeſus Chriſt 
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ath as real body now in glory as he had in the 
orld : Burt it is taken into glory, and fo a glo- 
ious body, Phil. 2. zlt. In any other reſpect 
arift could not be taken up into glory 3 for no- 
ing wanted it but his humane nature : And fo 
ſt all the Saints be received into glory in the 
me way, not only in their ſouls but bodies 3 
r the Saints have not phantaſines in Heaven, 
ey are not annihilated in their being, & made- 

another eſſential form, but are taken into 
lory in regard of the whole man as it confiſts 
f body and ſou). For that plece in 1 Cor. 15+ 
phere it is ſaid, fleſh und bloud cannot inberit the 
mgdom of Heaven 3 therctore no real bodies 
:ail be there. It is anſwered, that the meaning 
15, 


a + ah ME” 
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1s, fleſh and bloud without a change, as it ig" 7 
morta] and weak, not ſimply the being of fle well 
& bloud;but ic is expounded in the fame verſeÞtt : 
neither ,can- corruption inherit incorruption ory 
that is, no fleſh and bloud, as fubjed to corru hat 
ption,as it is weak and finful,ſhall not enter in :P2t 
For it ſhall be made a ſpiritual body,ftill a bodyP”B 
but ſpiritual and free from corruption, havinges 3 
a being of immortality put to it. ; pon 
; And thisis fo clear as ic cannot be denyedþ!0ry 
except we will imagine a chimera of a marſ'< © 
without foul or body ; let this be confideredF to 
whether the man that ſinned ſhall not be ſavedÞ'< ! 
the ſame individual man 3 if the man,then cer!!! 
tainly both in his ſoul and body,without whichÞPto 
he is no ian, the being of.him as a man lying inp? 
the compoſitum, And befides, the ſame that iq} T 


. redeemed mutt be ſaved, now we are redeemedſMur 


in ſoul and body; but yet this body ſhall be fc*l 
glorious body, fo changed, ns that whatevef lit 
may denote weakneſs and corruption ſhalt bq9 
done away; it ſhall put on incorruption.”  AnqWV 
how ſtrange is this; that the ſame man which t putf 
juſtified, and fandified, ſhall not be glorified PAY 
But I leave that as the excreſcency of the pride ft 
of this wanton age, who would frame a glor ble 
to themſelves out of their own fancy. "J'S 

Let all us know, that Chriſt and his bodyſP?”! 
ſhall be taken up in their ſouls and bodies tqt2?? 
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- jbne and the ſame glory 3, and though now we 
effwell in houſes of clay, and walk in rags of 
rſefatt and aſhes, we ſhall one day. be taken into 
onBory. This ſhould comtort us in all conditions, 
Jbat this is not our place, and draw out our 
n:{parits to ſcorn this world, and to breath and 
dyÞpng after another fulncſs which is to be revea- 
ing:d 3 the more high and aſpiring ourſpirits are 
; from the world, and all enjoyments to that 
2d flory into which we are to be taken, the more 
are Exprels our aſſurance of it. And this glory 
eb {ogreat, that there is no taking it in, but we 
edJre received up intoit. Oh what a bleffed time 
erfvill that be when the whole man ſhall be caſt 
ichÞto glory, loſtas it were in glory as in an in- 
tote Occan, | 
tig- Thus I have preſented ina ſhort view to 
\edFour cyecs . that which hath been aGed from 
e Fternity, and will be yet aCted to eternity : It 
vers little hath been ſaid to what might have, and 
240 what ſhall be really done. have only ſhewed 
ndou the things in a rude lump, let you ice the 
jÞutfide of inward and uncxpretlible giory.. I 
4 pave glanced at that which wiil be the proſpect 
;dgt the firongelt eyes for ever 3 but alas, who 1s 
;ryble for theſe things? God muſt a& it in us that 


ve may know.it in it ſelf 5, it is a work for the 


dyÞpiric of the living God,who ſearcheth the decp 
tings of him, 
Joſe I 


CIO 


212 The Greatneſſe of the 


I ſhall only in concluſion ſam up all, and (:Þct o1 
before your cye a ſinall map of the whole confranij 
tinent of this myſtery, that you may fce whaſp ou 
God 1s adoing for poor ſinners the Apolilpe or 
comprehends all in this exprellion of a myſterypuffer 
and a great myſtery,and then lays it out in theſn out 
particulars which are enumerated in this verſe pe wi 
God manifeſted in fleſh, 8c. Here is a chain oſhe g] 
mylieries, the firſt end of it is tyed to Godjnd N 
heart,and the other end's in olory; in the wholgleſle 


you may take notice of theſe things : nd t{ 
I. The plot and deſign. . olp! 
2, The contrivance of it, efigi 
3. The way cf acting it. laim 
4. Thectking and ifſue of it. oth! 


The plot was to fave fo many poor finners,Þ b2 
who lay in the bottom of hell, and had fo ofÞ thi 
fended God, as that nothing but eternal wrathſhen 
was their portionzthe ſpring of this, & inviſiblepved 
wheels from whence it was acted, was Godgpe n 
eternal love and goodneſs, that he might difchave 
cover it freely to his creatures, becaule this de-perſo 
{gn might go on glorious. lory 
Tr was contrived that the ſame nature whichpimſt 

{inned ſhould fave, and that the manifeſtationhut e 
of God ſhould not be until the time of the fin,jreat 
and miſery of the poor creatures. and that thejnd 2 
riches of love might be ſhown, wiſdom contri-| Tt 
ved, that God himſelf in another form ſhould hone 
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(ct out all ourfalvation. Thus God comes to be 
nÞ!anifeftedin fleſþ,and calls himſelf Chriſt ; takes 
1aþp our nature, and joyns-it to his God-head to 
ilpe one perſon, and in that perſon dies , and 
ryufters, and ſatisfies himſelf, and is juſtified as 
<{ our ſteadzhe himſelf is made that to us which 
{e ye were to be madez he makes that perſon for 
 ofhe glony of the :tranſaCtion, a head to Angels 
djnd Men and-preſents him to the view of theſe 
olgleſled creatures that they might admire him z 
nd then, asa way to manifeſt it to us, makes a 
ofpel which ſhall contain the ſum: of all this 
efign, and cauſeth it to be preached and pro- 
laimed toall the world ; and becauſe there was 
othing in rhe creatures at all to move him,it is 
rs,Þ b: pr:ached freely, and that to the Gentiles, 
ofÞ the worft of ſinners without exception 3 and 
thihnen theſz'poor finners which have been thus 
Hlepved, tlvy beleeve on it, entertain it joyfully, 
dgre made on2 with this perſon thus ſet forth, 
iſþave all apphed to themſelves , and then this 
leperſon, and all theſe ſouls are taken up_ unto 
lory together, and enjoy the ftulneſs of God 
chþimſelfF 3 this is the Epitome of the myſtery: 
onhut every particular, as well as the whole, is a 
in, reat myfſtery,and paſt the apprehenſion of men 
-heijnd Angels tofathome, 
ri-| The whole work of Salvation is afed by 
11d hone other than God himſelf in ſeveral mani- 
Ct |  - fcſtations 3 
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feſtations 3 firſt, in the perſon of Chriſt, and 
that in ſeveral habits : and then inus and that 
in ſeveral conditions 3 but ftill it is God acting 
towards us,and acting rowards him.God comes. 
down from Heaven, and acts out his love to us, 
in five various forms, and under divers con- 
tidcrations, and as he goes along gathers us in- 
to ir, and thea at laſt goes up again into glory 
and carries all us with hmz he lets down Chriſt 
as a platform of his own love, and makes him 
a& bctore our eyes a!] his glory,and then accor- 
ding to the ſeveral out-goings of his love difco- 
-vers him to us, & at laſt wraps us up with Jeſus 
Chriſt into his own tulncfs ? glory was the end, 
that was the condition which we were deſigned 
unto but God lets out this glory firſt in ſeveral 
ſparkles, and then contracts them all in himſclf 
again,and receives us up into it 5 hercin lie my- 
fteries like mountains one upon another, and 
they reachup to the Heavens 3' not a/manifeſts- 
tion of God;but-hath init a myſtery beyondall 
the 'apprehenfions of the whole world 3 love 
breaks out in a direCt line, but as it goes along, 


winds up it ſeltin ſuch 'a variety of contrary ' 


and unthought of diſcoveries,as that it amazet# 
Men and Angels 3' So that this js the total, 
God eQting in Chriſt,and he in us, and both re- 


ceived up into his intmite fulncſs, which is here | 


Oh 


called glory. 
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Oh therefore to conclude all, let all your ſpi- 


' rits beitaken up in the admiration of theſe my- 


ſ{ttmesy what. we cannot-expreſs, do you labour 


have ſuch depths of lov&-and wiſdom to ſtudy 
and enjoy the {weetnes of, think nothing 
worthy of a glance ot your eye,'or a thought of 
your heart, but this Great myſtery of Godlinefs. 
And-in all your apprehenfions of the Goſpel 
wonder not if you {ee-notat firſt the glory and 
beauty of them, you muſt confider there is a 
myltery in evcry one of them, think ner in a 
ſhght and ordinary glance to underitand divine 
mylieries, they willtake up the moſt ſerious 
and moſt ſublime thoughts, and ſwallow thetn 
up at the very entrance on then. 

Get the key of divine myſtcrics if you will 
open them exadly, that is, the Spirit of the 
Lord ſenſe and reaſon will never unlock the 
depths. ef ſuch myſteries, he which will know 
the:mind of God muſt have his own Spirit to 
reveal it, Four things are rcquired to all 


| knowledze: an Eye,an Object, a Mcdiam,and 


. ight, the Obje& is ſuppoſed. 

I, There mult be an organ or capacity to ſee, 
though things be never fo clear, no man can 
ice without an Eye, therefore the natural man 


' Cannot ſee the things of God, becauſe he wants 


an 


to;cnjoy, take not.up-your heads and hearts. 
with trifles, ordinary,and low things,when you 
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an Eye you mult get a fpiritual eye, a divine 
judgment 3 for , whatſoever is reccived in, 4% 
per medium recipients, your old underliand- 
ings will not ferve to judge of Goſpel-my- 
ſteries. | | ' 

2, Youmuſt have a divine light to ſhine-on 


this Objc& before you can ſee it 3. Chritt is:in i 


himſelf out of fight, and the myſteries of the 
Goſpel are too far above all the light of nature 
and reaſon too, and therefore the light of the 
Spirit mult be waited on. 
3. You muſt have a fit medium to convey 

this light to your eye, and that is the Word 
of: God in the Scriptures, threugh that word 
the Spirit ſhines, and opens the light and 
beauty of theſe truths to us. Study the Scri- ' 
ptures,wait on the Spirit in them,and you ſhall 
know the deep things of God 3 and I may adde 
this as the laſt,get the power and life of truth in 
your hearts, and then, you will ſoon knew the 
myſtery z get your hearts wrapt up in the hte 
and beauty of truth, and you will toon know 
the meaning of it. | n ao 


